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WEEKLY UPDATE 
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copyright © 2018 Council of Independent Business Owners, Inc. 


 
 


Join us for this meeting… 
 


CIBO POWER LUNCH MEETING 
THURSDAY, JUNE 28th 


12 noon 
At ELIADA HOME MEETING ROOM 


Lunch Buffet - $10 pp 
 


Agenda 
 


CIBO welcomes North Carolina Supreme Court 
Justice Barbara Jackson 


Justice Jackson will give a report on changes and 
advances to the Court. 


 
 
 
CITY OF ASHEVILLE DEVELOPMENT SERVICES UPDATE… 
 
The City of Asheville Development Services department has released an updated fee schedule and improved fee 
calculation tools. Please visit their website for details and related links at 
http://coablog.ashevillenc.gov/2018/06/development-services-releases-updated-fee-schedule-and-improved-fee-
calculation-tools/ 
 


This newsletter is the property of the Council of Independent Business Owners, Inc., an organization dedicated to: 
1. Educating business owners about the way local government works and its effect on business. 
2. Providing a conduit for the flow of information between business and government. 
3. Working to make the Asheville Buncombe county area a better place in which to do business.  
4. Encouraging business owners to serve on boards and commissions and to run for elected office. 



http://coablog.ashevillenc.gov/2018/06/development-services-releases-updated-fee-schedule-and-improved-fee-calculation-tools/

http://coablog.ashevillenc.gov/2018/06/development-services-releases-updated-fee-schedule-and-improved-fee-calculation-tools/
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BUNCOMBE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD  6/18/18  Walker & Taylor absent 
Subdivision Review 
Unanimously approved a new 95 lot subdivision on 34 acres known as Lance subdivision located off Ledbetter 
Road is South Asheville. The project is being developed by Jeff Tacy and Mike Lavoy is the engineer. Lavoy 
stated that the project would be built in phases with all of the infrastructure being built under phase 1 which 
includes 18 lots. 
 
The development met all of the county’s subdivision code requirements. Staff recommended approval. 
 
Several nearby property owners were present to speak against the project. The comments included…loss of 
wildlife habitat; increased traffic; noise; prefer that the land didn’t get developed; loss of trees; project is too 
large; the current nearby residents deserve the tranquility that they have had for many years. 
 
When questioned why a traffic impact study had not been required, County Zoning Administrator Debbie 
Truempy stated that a study was not required since this was a subdivision review. Traffic impact studies, she 
said, are required if a conditional use permit is sought. 
 
No other comments of note. 
 
Rezoning 
Unanimously recommended approval for the  rezoning of one parcel located at 9 Entrekin Lane in South 
Buncombe from Employment district to Residential (R-3). The owner is Nathan Best of She-Can, Inc. 
 
Best noted that the rezoning was requested in order to expand his existing 55+ manufactured home park. The 
expansion could include up to 30 additional sites.  
 
Staff noted that the property is bordered by Mills River zoning which allows more of an open-use type zoning.  
 
Staff recommended approval of the rezoning. 
 
Two residents of the mobile home park were present. They had a few questions but did not appear to be against 
the rezoning. 
 
No other business. Meeting adjourned. 
 
ASHEVILLE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 6/6/18   Edmonds & Kilgore absent 
Rezoning 
Unanimously approved (5-0) a rezoning for property located 643/647 Brevard Road from RS-8 single family to 
Highway Business (HB). The property owner is Leasing and Equipment Sales Company and Kenneth and 
Verna Murphy. Bob Oast represented the owners. 
 
The petitioner initially requested that the property be rezoned to commercial industrial but indicated that 
highway business zoning would work as well. The property is surrounded by many heavy industrial uses. Staff 
was opposed to the rezoning stating that residential and mixed use was a better fit. 
 
The Commission voted to recommend the rezoning due to the following reasons with Commissioner Karl Koon 
making the motion… 
-Brevard Road is a regional corridor.  
-Highway Business zoning is appropriate due to the development in the area. 
-The property is large and is buffered from most adjoining properties. 
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Zoning Text Amendment 
Unanimously approved (5-0) a text amendment to the outdoor lighting standards to allow restaurants and others 
to use outdoor string lights with a maximum of 25 lumens for incandescent bulbs and 50 lumens for LED bulbs. 
 
There was no discussion of note. 
 
Comprehensive Plan 
Unanimously approved the City of Asheville revised comprehensive plan document. The City Staff, along with 
many residents and business owners, have worked for almost 2 years on the revised update. 
 
Here is a link to the updated plan… 
http://www.ashevillenc.gov/departments/urban_design/comprehensive_plan/default.htm 
 
No other business. Meeting adjourned. 
 
METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE DISTRICT BOARD  6/13/18 
MSD Board Chairman Jerry VeHaun welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Consolidated Motion Agenda 
The following consolidated motion agenda was approved unanimously. 
-Memory Lane sewer rehabilitation project – awarded to Terry Brother Construction in the amount of $626,000. 
-New Schwing Piston Pumps at the treatment facility – around $1 million cost.  
-Accepted new developer constructed sewer systems (built to MSD standards) from Creekside Village phases 
3,4,&5 and 340 Emma Road. 
-Annual agreement with the City of Asheville for paving patches under 300 sq.ft. The budget is near $440,000. 
-Annual agreement for larger non-City of Asheville paving projects – low bidder was French Broad Paving for 
$418,000. 
-Annual FY 19 contract for Sodium Hypochlorite (disinfectant) - $132,000. 
-Annual FY 19 contract for odor control chemicals (Calcium Nitrate & Hydrogen Sulfide) - $200,000. 
 
FY 18/19 budget 
Heard a budget presentation from MSD Financial Officer Scott Powell. He noted the following… 
-MSD budget totals $50 million. 
-There is a 2.5% domestic rate increase to residential customers which equals about 73 cents per bill. 
-There is a 3.8% industrial rate increase. 
-Increase of 4.27% for employee salary and benefit increases. 
-There is a $20 million capital improvement budget. 
 
Here is a link to the entire 2018/2019 budget… 
http://www.msdbc.org/documents/financial/budgets/FY2019PreBudget.pdf 
 
There were no comments or changes to the presented budget.  It was approved unanimously. 
 
No other business.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
 ASHEVILLE CITY COUNCIL  6/19/18  ALL PRESENT 
Unanimously approved the following consent agenda items. 
-Approval of the minutes of the formal meeting held on May 22, 2018. 
-Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a modification to an existing agreement with Buncombe County 
for the purpose of billing and collecting property taxes on behalf of the City of Asheville. 



http://www.ashevillenc.gov/departments/urban_design/comprehensive_plan/default.htm
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-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute a contract with French Broad Paving, Inc. the Fiscal Year 
2018 Asphalt Paving Improvements – Resurfacing Project. 
-Budget amendment in the Water Resources Capital Projects Fund, in the amount of $146,246.40, from 
insurance recovery funds received for hail damage occurring at the North Fork Water Treatment Plant. 
-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute a multi-year agreement with Paymentus for the Water 
Resources Department Interactive Voice Response Payment Acceptance and Electronic Billing and Payments 
system. 
-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to exercise the third-year option to renew the contract with MS Lean 
Landscaping LLC for grounds maintenance services in various parks, greenways and facilities in the west two 
district in Asheville. 
-Ordinance amending and replacing Ordinance No. 4615 granting a franchise to “Here to There Adventures” to 
operate a pedal bicycle taxi service within the City of Asheville. 
-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a lease agreement with the Asheville Downtown 
Association for an office and storage space located at 29 Haywood Street. 
-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into an interlocal agreement with the Land-of-Sky Regional 
Council to conduct energy audits on select Water Resources facilities. 
-Technical budget amendment, in the amount of $81,700, to transfer funds from Parks & Recreation’s deferred 
maintenance operating budget in the General Fund to the General Capital Projects Fund for the restoration of 
the two trolley houses and one rock wall structures at E.W. Grove Park. 
-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to exercise the third-year option to renew the contract with Locust 
Property Management, LLC for grounds maintenance services in various parks, greenways and facilities in the 
east two district in Asheville. 
-Resolution setting a public hearing on July 24, 2018, for an economic development incentive grant to General 
Electric Corporation and Unison Engine Components, Inc. 
-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an amendment to the economic development and purchase 
option agreements for White Labs located at 172 and 174 S. Charlotte Street. 
-Water Resources System Maintenance and Capital Fee 
1. Motion setting a special meeting to hold a public hearing on July 2, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chamber to consider an ordinance amending the Water Resources System Maintenance and Capital Fee for 
Fiscal Year 2018-19. 
2. Resolution authorizing the creation of a Capital Reserve Fund for Water Development Fees. 
-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a project partnership agreement with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers for the Swannanoa River Flood Risk Management Project. 
-Resolution authorizing the sole source purchase of Clarke Power Services Inc. hybrid battery packs for transit 
buses. 
-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to participate in Duke Energy Progress’ Small Business Energy 
Saver Program and to enter into sole source provider contract for the purchase and installation of energy 
efficient lighting in the Fleet Maintenance Garage at 173 S Charlotte Street. 
-Buncombe County Tourism Development Authority Grants 
1. Resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign a grant modification with the Buncombe County 
Tourism Development Authority for Riverfront Destination Development Grant. 
2. Resolution authorizing the City Manager to terminate the grant agreement with the Buncombe County 
Tourism Development Authority for the Riverfront Destination Development 2.0 Grant. 
-Resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease agreement with the West Asheville Baptist Church 
for a parking lot located between Redfern Street and Lynndale Avenue. 
-Resolution making provisions for the possession and consumption of malt beverages and/or unfortified wine at 
the Big Crafty event on July 15, 2018. 
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Reports 
(1) Update on Asheville Police Department Open Data.  
Council received an update on the progress of the effort to open more information to the public from the Police 
Department. (Note: This effort is in part due to the controversy surrounding the police department and the large 
number of public records requests associated with it. Much of the new data available will focus on traffic stops 
and crime statistics throughout the City of Asheville.) 
 
(2) I-26 Connector Update 
Ken Putnam gave a report on the City’s efforts to manage the NCDOT process on the construction of the I-26 
connector project. Putnam said that the staff and the City’s consultant are continuing to meet with NCDOT 
officials to let them know what issues the City wants addressed. The City wants…. 
-The NCDOT to give the City surplus property on the Hillcrest side of the project. 
-The “tunneling” under the French Broad River to be studied further. 
- NCDOT to slow down and possibly extend the deadline on the Environmental Impact Statement (federal 
requirement). 
-NCDOT to consider changes to the footprint of the proposed project. 
-Additional changes to the project are being formulated by the City’s consultant. 
 
According to Putnam, the NCDOT has not been receptive to any of the City’s requests at this time but he and 
the consultant are continuing to work with them. Putnam added that the NCDOT wants the City’s entire list of 
recommendations to them by July. 
 
As presented, here is DOT’s timeframe… 
-NCDOT is moving forward with the project. 
-Federal Environment Impact Statement is due Fall 2018. 
-A decision on the final route and plan is set for Spring 2019. 
-Design/Build process for the connector project will begin in 2020. 
 
Councilwoman Julie Mayfield said that she did not agree with NCDOT on the Environmental Impact Statement 
and meeting the City’s recommendations for the project. She wants NCDOT to change its time frame and delay 
the decisions. 
 
Personal observation:  Here we go again – same song but different verse. Delay, delay, delay! It appears to be 
the City’s game plan to advocate for delays until the NCDOT finally caves in and meets their demands. Of 
course, given the history of some City groups/organizations opposing the construction of the project, a lawsuit 
will be filed on some technicality at the last minute. They continue their political agenda - no roads – and have 
little concern that they, in fact, are hurting our community and the region.  
 
Public Hearings 
Unanimously approved (7-0) the following items (with little or no comment)… 
-Consolidated action plan for 2018/2019 which sets out the proposed use of federal community development 
block grant (CDBG) funds for the coming fiscal year. The funds available include $1.3 million for in-city use 
and $1.8 million for region-wide use. The City of Asheville administers both programs. 
-A land use incentive grant for affordable housing in the amount of $858,384 over 4 years for Sweetgrass 
Apartments located on almost 12 acres at 39 Bradley Branch Road. Hobie Orton, developer. 
- Rezoning 339 West Haywood Street from Neighborhood Business district to Community Business 1. The 
developer, Scott Carter, proposes a mix of commercial and residential on the 1.23 acre site. The site is located 
next to the Boy Scouts of America building which borders I-240. 
-Rezoning a 0.41 acre site off Shiloh Road and Kent Street from Neighborhood Business to RS-8 residential. 
-The City of Asheville’s comprehensive plan update which is the City’s growth plan for the next 10-20 years. 
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Note: Since no public comments were allowed under the budget vote, one person, Amy Cantrell, accused 
council of poor social spending choices in the budget under the public comment for the comprehensive plan. 
After her comments, she sat down in the middle of the floor and would not move. She sat there for several 
minutes while staff gave additional reports to council. Several staff and police officers approached her trying to 
get her to move. She wouldn’t and no one would force her to move. Eventually, council voted to go into closed 
session to discuss legal matters, and while in recess, Cantrell was arrested by the police for trespass. 
Additionally, many members of the public were yelling out during the meeting. The mayor admonished the 
unruly but no one was removed from the chambers even though they were clearly violating the rules and 
decorum of the chambers. 
 
Unfinished Business 
-Approved 4-3 (Haynes, Smith & Young against)  the adoption of the City’s 2018/2019 fiscal year operating 
budget.  (No public comment was taken on this item since the legally required public hearing was held at the 
last meeting.) The property tax rate remains $0.4289 per $100 assessed value. In order to balance the budget, 
$639,965 was taken from the fund balance (savings) account. 
Council comments… 
Brian Haynes – Doesn’t favor the budget because of the increased spending in police department – police 
funding should go to support transit. 
Shenieka Smith – Need to seriously consider how much money the city is spending on police – spending more 
money doesn’t mean better policing. 
Keith Young – Doesn’t approve of the priorities in this budget. 
Vijay Kapoor – Doesn’t like everything that is in the budget but feels that it is worthy of approving. Feels that 
there should be more police officers in the city – there are not enough officers to cover the current number of 
calls – violent crimes are up in the city – we can’t ignore that. 
Gwen Wisler – council members have plenty of opportunity to have input on the budget and offer objections in 
numerous work sessions – that’s the place to work on the budget. 
Julie Mayfield – would like more support to transit – will be trying fare-free weekends soon. 
 
-Unanimously approved rescinding three resolutions and replacing with new resolutions to support the 
following.. (each direction will be finalized between the Interim City Manager Cathy Ball and Police Chief 
Tammy Hooper as council may only direct the city  manager.) 
-Requiring police officers to get written consent to search when possible. 
-Establishing consent to search criteria. 
-Establishing regulatory vehicle stops as low priority. 
 
Many speakers expressed their opinions during the hearing. Many police officers asked council to reconsider 
based on the fact that getting written consent would jeopardize their safety. 
 
New Business 
Unanimously approved Grove Arcade Asheville, LLC as the new sub lessee for the Grove Arcade. 
 
Unanimously approved the adoption of the Equity Action Plan. Kimberlee Archie, equity manager, will begin 
work within the city departments to ensure equitable hiring and management and then  move to outside city hall 
to help the community. 
 
Unanimously approved a water production and distribution agreement with Henderson County associated with 
the Mills River Treatment Plant and pledging to aid in economic development in Henderson County when 
possible. 
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Boards and Commissions 
African American Heritage Committee – Appointed Marvin Chambers. 
Airport Authority – Appointed Brad Galbraith. 
Citizens Police Advisory – Appointed Cliff Joslin, Michael Hayes, Karl Katterjohn – will continue to advertise 
for other vacancies. 
Civic Center Commission – Appointed Greg Duff, Will Readvertise for other vacancies. 
Board of Electrical Examiners – Appointed George Grigg, Charlie Wheeler, David Martin, Russell Thatcher, 
will continue to advertise for other vacancies. 
Historic Resources Commission – Reappointed Ed Flowers & William Eakins. 
Homeless Advisory Committee – Appointed Elvia Diaz. 
I-26 Connector Project Aesthetics Committee – Readvertise for vacancies. 
Multi-modal Transportation Commission – Appointed Kim Roney, Mary Weber, postponing other vacancy. 
Neighborhood Advisory Committee – Appointed Spencer Hardaway, Mike Wasmer and Joseph Fioccola. 
Noise Ordinance Appeals Board – Appointed Tod Leaven, readvertise other vacancies. 
Public Art & Cultural Commission – Appointed Ali McGhee, Constance Richards, Johanna Hagarty. 
Recreation Board – Appointed Jeff Luttrell, Robert Pierce, Helen Hyatt, John Irving, and Ron Nelson. 
 
Under other business, heard a request from two homestay operators for the council to reconsider the regulation 
which does not allow a kitchen sink to be in a homestay unit. 
 
No other business.  Meeting adjourned. 
  
BUNCOMBE COUNTY COMMISSION  6/19/18   ALL PRESENT 
The Commission meeting began with Chairman Brownie Newman announcing that long-time Clerk to the 
Board of Commissioners Kathy Hughes was retiring at the end of the month. Newman went on to introduce 
Lamar Joyner as Hughes’ replacement. 
 
Newman also announced the hiring and contract of new county attorney Heather Hockaday originally from 
Burnsville, NC but now resides in Weaverville, NC. 
 
A public hearing was held regarding refunds of real estate transactions that paid Buncombe County fees but 
actually occurred in other counties. Commissioners voted 7-0 to approve the refunds to both the Peltz and Matta 
law firms. 
 
Commissioners then proceeded to the passage of the County’s FY 18/19 budget. Assistant County manager Jim 
Holland presented the budget as he did at the CIBO Issues Meeting. Initially, there was only a few minor 
changes.  
 
Chairman Newman, however, proposed that the commissioners lower their salaries. He noted that Buncombe 
County is the 7th largest county in NC but the commissioners receive the 2nd highest compensation in the state. 
He made the motion to lower the salaries of all commission members so that it would correspond with the 7th 
largest county in the state.  He said that the perception is that some commissioners may be in it for the money 
alone. He stated his salary should be dropped from around $37,000 to $24,300 and that the commissioner’s 
salaries should be lowered as well. 
 
Commissioner Jasmine Beach Ferrara seconded the motion. 
 
Vice Chairman Mike Fryar stated that this was not the right time to do this. He said that the Chairman’s 
proposal had just been sent to the Commissioners in an email the previous night and now a decision must be 
made. 
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Commissioner Robert Pressley stated that he could not support such a reduction especially since commissioners 
have been meeting over and over again during the recent turnover in the county. 
 
Commissioner Ellen Frost said that county citizens don’t want a board that can only be composed of the rich 
and that the average person could not afford to serve if the salaries were lowered. 
 
Commissioner Al Whitesides stated that to go along with the proposed reduction would devalue the 
commission. He went on to say that we have been cleaning up a mess and he said that he wanted people to be 
able to run for the office in the future. 
 
The vote was 2-5 with Newman and Ferrara in favor and the remaining commissioners voting against. 
 
A motion was then made by Commissioner Frost to lower the property tax rate from 53.9 cents to 52.9 cents.  
 
Chairman Newman stated that he could not support that. 
 
Commissioner Frost responded that the citizens need a break and lowering one cent is sustainable. 
 
Commissioner Pressley said that we owe it to the people. 
 
Commissioner Belcher stated that he supports such an action and that it is very doable. 
 
Commissioner Ferrara countered that she was not comfortable and the one cent only means $15 to $35 per 
household in the county and that’s not very much money. 
 
Commissioner Belcher responded that to some people that is real money. 
 
Chairman Newman argued that due to this, in two years the county’s fund balance may be under 14% and that 
the county is required to maintain 15%. 
 
Commissioner Belcher responded that the county has contingencies built into the budget that will take care of 
any problems with the fund balance. 
 
The motion to reduce the tax rate by one cent passed 5-2 with Newman and Ferrara against. 
 
Commissioner Whitesides made a motion on school funding which funded most of the Buncombe County and 
Asheville City Schools request. However his motion placed some of the funds (almost $2 million) in the 
county’s fund balance restricted for the schools. But to receive the funds,  the schools would have to prove the 
need to commissioners. (Apparently, some items placed in last year’s school funding may have not been funded 
by the school board as they requested (i.e. raise amounts for non-certified employees).) 
 
The vote on this amendment was 5-2 with Newman and Ferrara against. 
 
Buncombe County Fire District request… 
Fire District requests were approved on 6-1 votes (Newman against) except Newman did  vote in favor of the 
Swannanoa District which was 7-0. 
 
Interim County Manager… 
Commissioners voted 7-0 to appoint George Wood as the interim county manager. Wood has previously served 
as county manager in Lincoln and Wayne (NC) counties. 
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Personal observation:  Wood takes over for previous county manager Mandy Stone who served a year as the 
replacement for Wanda Greene. Stone took over in a very difficult time for Buncombe County and has now 
decided to retire effective July 1st.  Stone served admirably and worked with commissioners to ensure the 
stability of Buncombe County. 
 
Commissioners voted to approve a commercial hauler rebate program in an effort to keep business at the new 
transfer station. Holland reported that the landfill is expected to last 35-40 years. This action will give 
commercial haulers a $4 per ton rebate up to 12,000 tons effective with calendar year 2017. 
 
Voted 7-0  to establish a small claims committee that will settle legal claims under $30,000. 
 
Voted 4-3 (Belcher, Fryar, Pressley against) to establish a domestic violence fatality review team. Those voting 
against felt that they  needed more information prior to sending a resolution to Raleigh to gain approval by the 
NC Legislature. 
 
Voted 7-0 to execute a modification agreement with the City of Asheville for the collection of City of Asheville 
property taxes. The city’s collection fee will be lowered based on the new agreement. 
 
Voted 7-0 to pass a resolution setting fees and costs for FY 2019 including a 75 cents per ton tipping fee 
increase at the landfill. 
 
Board Appointments 
Health and Human Services Board – appointed Gregory Narron, Wendy Boxer, Richard Munger, Steven 
Valeika, Daniel Frayne, Carol Coulson and Johnnie Grant. 
 
No other of note. Meeting adjourned. 






