From: Asheville Blade <ashevilleblade@gmail.com>

Sent: 10/3/2016 12:28:44 PM

To: Dawa Hitch <dhitch@ashevillenc.gov>,Polly McDaniel <PMcDaniel@ashevillenc.gov>
Cc:

Subject: Fwd: UAA public response to Edible Park actions

Attachments: WCEdibleParkResponseletter.pdf

Good afternoon. I just received the following statement from the Urban Agriculture Alliance. What is the city's
response to the version of events and assertions in this statement?

Best,

David Forbes

Editor, Asheville Blade
828-335-2529
ashevilleblade.com

Support us and subscribe at: patreon.com/avlblade
Or donate at: cash.me/SAshevilleBlade

—————————— Forwarded message ———————---

From: Urban Agriculture Alliance <urbanagriculturealliance@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 3, 2016 at 1:23 PM

Subject: UAA public response to Edible Park actions

To:

This is an open letter from the Urban Agriculture Alliance regarding the recent actions that took place in the Dr.
George Washington Carver Edible Park involving the city's removal of several fruit and nut bearing trees.A

Sincerely, A

The Urban Agriculture Alliance

The Urban Agriculture Alliance is a cross-sector collective impact initiative developing and supporting urban agriculture projects and systems to address root
causes of poverty, injustice, and inequity within the local food system. Our diverse membership is comprised of representatives of several environmental and
agricultural nonprofits, urban agriculture growers and businesses, city and county department staff, university faculty, the Asheville Buncombe Food Policy
Council, and community organizers.A


http://ashevilleblade.com
http://patreon.com/avlblade
http://cash.me/$AshevilleBlade
mailto:urbanagriculturealliance@gmail.com


Urban Agriculture Alliance
Public Letter in regard to recent tree removal in Dr. George Washington Carver Edible Park.
9/28/16

To Asheville City staff and officials, and to the public at large,

It has come to the attention of the Urban Agriculture Alliance (UAA) that a number of fruit bearing trees have
been severely pruned and other fruit and nut trees removed from the Dr. George Washington Carver Edible
Park on Friday September 23rd at the behest of the Asheville Police Department and the City of Asheville. The
trees’ removal and the way in which this action was approved and undertaken by the city are of significant
concern to the UAA, as they run counter to the city’s Strategic Operating Plan and Vision as well as the vision
and goals of the UAA.

The Dr. George Washington Carver Edible Park is located at 30 G.W. Carver Avenue, adjacent to the
Stephens-Lee Center in the historically African American East End neighborhood.(Significant in this is that Ms.
Gloria Howard Free who is a Stephens-Lee graduate was involved in the original planting of the park and also
the proclamation by the city to name the park Dr. George Washington Park) Planted in 1997, this site is the
first community food forest in the nation. It hosts over 40 varieties of fruit and nut trees including figs, apples,
pears, chestnuts, hazelnuts, plums, peaches, grapes, and paws paws. The park is on public land owned by the
City of Asheville, and has been managed by Bountiful Cities since 2002 and under a formal contract with
Bountiful Cities to provide or facilitate the park’s edible plant and tree maintenance since 2012. Much of this
maintenance over the years has been performed in partnership with the Buncombe Fruit and Nut Club and
Asheville Greenworks.

For several years the concept of installing lighting for the purpose of added safety has been discussed by the
city and various Edible Park stakeholders including Bountiful Cities, the Buncombe Fruit and Nut Club, and
neighborhood residents. However, at no point when this action was ultimately decided and undertaken by the
city were Bountiful Cities, the Buncombe Fruit and Nut Club, Asheville Greenworks, or even the city’s Tree
Commission informed or consulted about the lighting installation project and subsequent unnecessary removal
of these trees which have been the focus of countless volunteer hours of labor and nurturing and have
provided accessible free food for nearly 20 years to city residents and visitors.

The City of Asheville states in its recently adopted 2036 Vision that:

We pride ourselves on building and growing partnerships — with regional and state governments, nonprofits,

the private sector, and neighborhood associations to name a few - to achieve our vision. If you live, work, or
play here, you want to be involved and you have a voice. When you join a citizen board or commission, the
City provides training and support. Diverse interest groups work together to tackle problems, and neighborhood
engagement enables residents to express thoughts, visions, and concrete plans that build a collective and
harmonious community...

The 2036 Vision additionally states:

Clean energy is not the only priority when preserving our high quality of life. Recognized as a Tree City USA
for decades, streets, greenways, and parks embody an urban forest. Emphasis on local resilience spurs the
use of municipal land for gardening, farming, and urban orchards...

Additionally, in 2013 the city adopted the City of Asheville Food Action Plan, a document which was developed
in partnership with the Asheville Buncombe Food Policy Council, and which includes among other things:
Include use of edible landscaping as a priority for public property such as parks, greenways and/or right of
ways. In support of this, foster relationships with strong community partners who wish to access edible
landscaping and/or use underutilized public land for food production.





In an effort to make progress on this and other Food Action Plan goals the city’s Office of Sustainability has
undertaken the enormous task of developing a public response and communications platform, a public
website, and several programs and partnerships working directly to increase and preserve edibles on
city-owned lands. Some of this work was initiated in response to the public outcry around a similar incident
involving lack of communication and community engagement resulting in the unnecessary removal of fruit and
nut trees in the edible park at Montford’s Recreation Center for the purpose of installing a sidewalk. Even with
that torrid recent history fresh in the minds of city management the city’s own Office of Sustainability was not
informed or involved in the planning or actions resulting in edible tree loss in the Dr. George Washington
Carver Edible Park.

As a currently designated Tree City USA with a commitment to its own Food Action Plan and such admirable
2036 Vision goals around community and partner engagement and a commitment to urban forests and
orchards the unilateral and consequently uninformed decision-making that led to the tragic excision of a
valuable piece of Asheville’s history and future should cause the city to pause, reflect on this process, and
ultimately instate some internal policies or protocol in alignment with this vision. The UAA requests that the city
develops a process by which neighborhoods, community partners, and city committees are involved or
consulted in the planning and decision-making of city actions which affect the lives or work of those groups or
communities, and in particular, those actions which have a real and lasting effect on the citizens, environment,
or quality of life in our city. Additionally, the city’s own department heads have a responsibility to engage and
consult with each other when actions are being considered which overlap the scope of work of other
departments.

We would like to acknowledge that the city is aware of some of the communication problems surrounding this
most recent example of harmful, non-transparent action, and has reached out to offer apology to Bountiful
Cities for not including the group in this planning process. However, we believe that this is an opportunity for
the city to do more, to dig deeper, and to institute the policies and practices necessary to ensure that this type
of situation never happens again, and that the recent pattern of unnecessary and unwarranted tree removal is
halted immediately.

The Urban Agriculture Alliance is a cross-sector collective impact initiative developing and supporting urban
agriculture projects and systems to address root causes of poverty, injustice, and inequity within the local food
system. Our diverse membership is comprised of representatives of several environmental and agricultural
nonprofits, urban agriculture growers and businesses, city and county department staff, university faculty, the
Asheville Buncombe Food Policy Council, and community organizers.

Sincerely,

The Urban Agriculture Alliance

The Urban Agriculture Alliance’s current membership includes:

Representatives from:

-Asheville Greenworks, Bountiful Cities, FEAST, City of Asheville Office of Sustainability,
Buncombe County Parks and Recreation, Green Opportunities, Patchwork Urban Farms, Asheville
Buncombe Food Policy Council, City of Asheville Sustainable Action Committee on Energy and the
Environment, UNCA faculty, Southside Community Garden volunteer, Hood Huggers International,
Asheville Buncombe Community Garden Network, Kujifarms, and Plants and Healers International.





