
From: Beth Carden, Director <bcarden@visithendersonvillenc.org>
Sent: 5/8/2020 12:47:32 PM
To: Mark Warwick <mark@wtzq.com>;Pahle,Brian <bpahle@hvlnc.gov>;Biren Patel <bkpguru@yahoo.com>;Mike Burnette

<mike@waverlyinn.com>;Sharon Carlyle <sharoncarlyle@beverly-hanks.com>;Suzanne Ball <info@galleryflatrock.com>;Amber
McCleerey <amccleerey@gmail.com>;Zachary Horn <zach@blueghostbrewing.com>;General Manager <gm@cascadesmountainresort.com>

Subject: Re: Garden Jubilee

Attachments: GardenJubilee-Nurseries & Orchards Tour.docx,garden 2020 brochure updated3[1].pdf,image001.png

Hello:
 
First of all, I have attached the overview of the reformatted Garden Jubilee that was in your packets at the last board meeting.  You will see that it says nurseries and orchards tour - I have not altered it.
 
One option could have been that the staff totally cancell this event but instead, chose to quickly refit it to meet our current Covid-19 situation.  We have been working diligently to meet the TDA Board mandate of “putting
heads in beds” by reworking this year’s event.
 
The following are things we based our decisions on:
 

The focus is Henderson County agricultural businesses as venues which includes “retail” nurseries, orchards, and farms.
 

We did not have enough local nurseries to build this year’s format on.
 

Out of 15 venues, 4 label themselves as orchards that sell also sell plants as well or are offering their property to host several craft vendors.
 

The success for all participants not only depends on TDA’s marketing but on their own ability to market what they personally have to draw the public.
 

Most of the participating orchards have nothing to sell other than a few apples from last year or canned and baked goods.  They were just eager to participate.
 

I heard that one orchard that typically does not participate in anything we do did say it is a “mini Apple Festival”.  We cannot control what people say.  That is not our intent with this event!
 
You are referring to Danny McConnell with whom I have had several conversations explaining our vision for this year.  In fact, McConnell Farms is an orchard as well so not sure where he is coming from.
 
I have also attached the quickly prepared new brochure that will go to print this afternoon.  We are in the process of proofing right now.  You will see by the descriptions that it will be a great event offering creative options to
provide a garden themed shopping experience for the event goers.  There are two sides to the brochure.
 
Finally, it is my hope that the TDA board continues to have faith in me and my staff to continue to be thoughtful, creative, and fair in what we do on behalf of the HCTDA Board of Directors.  We strongly believe this event is
going to be a big economic boost to pull us out of the current Covid-19 crisis!
 
Please let me know if you have any other thoughts or concern about this event.
 
Respectfully,
 
Beth Carden, IOM, TMP
Executive Director
Henderson County TDA
201 South Main Street
Hendersonville, NC  28792
828.693.9708 / 800.828.4244
1



Fax:  828.697.4996
VisitHendersonvilleNC.org
bcarden@visithendersonvillenc.org
 
signature_931361170

 
"All e-mail correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law, which may result in monitoring and disclosure to third parties."
 
 
From: Mark Warwick <mark@wtzq.com>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2020 at 11:54 AM
To: Brian Pahle <bpahle@hvlnc.gov>, Biren Patel <bkpguru@yahoo.com>, Mike Burnette <mike@waverlyinn.com>, Sharon Carlyle <sharoncarlyle@beverly-hanks.com>, Suzanne Ball <info@galleryflatrock.com>,
Amber McCleerey <amccleerey@gmail.com>, Zach Horn <zach@blueghostbrewing.com>, Beth Carden <bcarden@visithendersonvillenc.org>, Debi Smith <gm@cascadesmountainresort.com>
Subject: Garden Jubilee
 
Happy Friday and first weekend of Phase 1 fellow board members…

 FYI -- I took a call yesterday from one of our annual Garden Jubilee vendors telling me he was happy to see what we were doing with Garden Jubilee this year but very disappointed in the fact that the board agreed to include
Apple Orchards in this year’s festivities.  Garden Jubilee is about spring and celebrating the planting and gardening season and to celebrate our nurseries.  The Apple Orchards season has not started and they have their Apple
Festival.  Just one of his voiced concerns to me is that the orchards will possibly over shadow the nurseries.  One of them is even calling it a mini-apple festival.  It was my understanding that Garden Jubilee this year would
feature our nurseries and have them invite crafters to take part on their properties.   

 
 
Mark Warwick
General Manager/Morning Show Co-Host
WTZQ AM-1600 & The Q - 95.3 FM
www.wtzq.com
www.messageonholdresults.com
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[image: ]Garden Jubilee 2020

Nurseries & Orchards Tour

Proposal



__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Henderson County Tourism Development Authority  201 South Main Street  Hendersonville, NC  28792  828.693.9708



Introduction

The annual Garden Jubilee has grown into one of the largest special events held in Henderson County.  

Its dual purpose is to promote Henderson County’s agritourism industry and to encourage visitor overnight stays on Memorial Day Weekend.  The economic impact of 200,000+ attendees is significant to our local economy.  Surveys indicate that many of the vendors and attendees stay three to four nights for a two day event.



This event has other benefits as well including being well organized, quality vendors, wide variety of product, 

and profitable event for vendors and merchants on Main Street making the loss of this event very impactful.



HCTDA staff has received hundreds of calls and emails asking if Garden Jubilee is going on as planned.  Most have expressed their hopes that the event will proceed as we come out of this health and economic crisis.



Proposal

The Covid-19 Crisis has forced cancellations of recent and current events and is expected to impact future events and activities that bring large crowds together in the unforeseeable future.  The Henderson County Tourism Development Authority (HCTDA) staff has researched possibilities to move this event into June with no success.  Also, most people will have purchased their vegetable and yard plants by the first of June decreasing the demand and impacting sales.



Garden Jubilee 2020 will go from Friday through Monday of Memorial Day Weekend to spread the public out over several days to avoid crowds.



HCTDA staff proposes to still host the 2020 Garden Jubilee on Memorial Weekend with a different business model.  This year’s event would focus on sending the public out to the local nurseries around Henderson County to avoid the usual large crowds experienced on Main Street.  The approach would still encourage sales to help our agriculture related businesses.



A brochure will be created with a map and listing of the Henderson County nurseries that choose to participate.  The information would also be put on HCTDA’s website for easy reference.



Action Plan

HCTDA staff will immediately reach out to all of the local nurseries to see who would be willing to participate.  The timeline is short so the list will need to be finalized quickly so that staff and Distl Public Relations can begin a marketing campaign to make the public aware of the change in event format. 



Guidelines will be developed to share with the nurseries to aid them in managing the public from a business and social distancing perspective.



A suggestion will be made to each nursery that they consider allowing up to but no more than two craft or other garden themed vendor to share space at their location.  This would only work for those that have the space to allow for social distancing by spacing them out.



Conclusion

This proposal is designed to provide an opportunity to bring limited business to Henderson County that would be totally lost if Garden Jubilee is cancelled.  It addresses the major issue of creating large crowds while providing opportunities for the public to help our local economy.  The HCTDA Board directed that all vendors registered for the 2020 Garden Jubilee be refunded their event fee.
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May 22-25, 2020


 Craft & Food Vendors at sites


 CDC Guidelines in effect


 Returns to downtown in 2021


Shop 15 Nurseries & 
Orchards across the 
Countryside!


NURSERY & ORCHARDS TOUR
Hendersonville, NC


Vis i tHendersonvi l leNC.org


Sponsored by:


Carolina


& Garden Center


COVID-19 FAQ for 
Nurseries & Orchards


Customers should not come to nurseries, orchards or farms 
if they are displaying symptoms of COVID-19, or have come 
into contact with someone who is sick.  Anyone displaying 
symptoms at these venues will be asked to leave.


The venues and crafters 
Please follow the suggestions below to ensure a safe 
experience at the nurseries, orchards, and farms.


  To reduce contamination, sampling will not be allowed.


  Customers will be expected to practice social distancing 
during their visits.


  Masks and gloves are recommended.


  Although COVID-19 is not foodborne, please refrain from 
handling product when possible.


  Be patient as you wait your turn to shop.


Thank you for doing your part in 
providing a safe experience for all!


SOUTHERN MOUNTAIN FRESH - HENDERSON COUNTY
WHAT'S IN SEASON


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Fruit, Berries & Grapes


Apples
Cherries
Peaches
Pears
Plums
Blackberries
Blueberries
Raspberries
Strawberries
Grapes
Muscadines


Vegetables/Produce
Asparagus
Beans - Green
Beets
Broccoli
Cabbage
Califlour
Cantaloupes
Carrots
Corn
Cucumbers
Egg Plant
Greens
Herbs  
Lettuce & Leafy Greens
Mushrooms
Okra
Onions
Peas
Pepper - Bell
Pepper - Hot
Potatoes
Pumpkins
Radishes
Spinach
Squash - Winter
Squash - Summer
Tomatoes
Turnips
Watermelon
Zucchini


Meat, Eggs & Dairy
Beef
Fish
Goat Meat
Mountain Trout
Pork
Poultry
Cheese
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Southern Mountain Fresh! What’s in Season in 
Henderson County


Fresh
HENDERSON COUNTY, NC


Fresh
HENDERSON COUNTY, NC


HENDERSONVILLE
APPLEAPPLE FESTIVALFESTIVAL


N
orth Carolina







1  	 A Growing Concern
	 1707 Spartanburg Hwy • Hendersonville, NC  28792 
	 828.697.2772 • agrowningconcerngc.com
	  facebook.com/AGrowingConcern
As region’s oldest garden center, offering garden expertise, 
experience staff, and of our unmatched selection and quality of 
annuals, perennials, flowering trees shrubs, unique ornamental 
conifers, as well as our vast selection of Japanese maples and truly 
one-of-a-kind specimens.


2  	 Barry Farms 
	 345 Kimzey Road  • Mills River NC 28758
	 828-778-6409 • barryfarmsnc.com 
	  Facebook.com/barryfarmsnc Instagram:@barryfarms.nc
Family owned and operated farm for over thirty years. 20+ acres with 
several greenhouses and gardens!  Specializing in herbs, succulents, 
Japanese Maples and cut flowers. We will also have Mountain Laurel, 
vegetable starts, flowering annuals and perennials, succulent crafts & 
even carpenter bee traps!  


3  	 Breezy Acres Nursery
	 19 Warlick Rd • Mills River, NC 28759
	 828-891-2244 
Shop Breezy Acres Nursery, family owned and operated nursery since 
1974, specializing in large Japanese maples and plants in unusual 
boxed containers.


4  	 Briggs Garden Center
	 4189 Brevard Road • Horse Shoe, NC 28742
	 828-891-4000 • briggsgardencenternc.com
Family owned and operated for over 40 years. Great selection of annual 
and perennial plants, shrubs, trees, loose mulch, sand, topsoil and stone. 
Also available is a large selection of palleted stone & boulders. 


5  	 Carolina Ace Hardware
	 911 Greenville Highway • Hendersonville, NC 28792
	 828-697-2237
	  Facebook page is @mycarolinaace 
Check out your local hometown hardware store that offers a range of 
garden related goods & services and a well-stocked Garden Center and 
Gift shop.


NURSERIES AND ORCHARDS
6  	 Holt Orchards


	 17 Holt Pond Drive • Flat Rock, NC  28731
	 828-551-7266
	  Facebook.com/HoltOrchards
While this is not apple season, we will make it feel like fall with  a 
special offering of apple cider, apple cider donuts, Pink Lady apple 
chips, our “almost famous” Apple Crisp Mix, and logoware!


7  	 Jeter Mountain Farm
	 1126 Jeter Mountain Road • Hendersonville, NC 28739
	 828-513-0404 • JeterMountain.com 
	  facebook.com/JeterMountainFarm
Family farm offering apple cider, slushes, and donuts as well 
as apple trees for purchase.  peruse our one-of-a-kind jams, 
salsas, baking mixes, hand-made soaps and more in our farm 
market. Enjoy live bluegrass music Friday-Monday, free wagon 
rides, explore antique tractors and flywheel engines.  Food truck 
available.


8  	 Linda ‘s Plants & Shrubs
	 308 Stepp Acres Lane • Hendersonville, NC 28792
	 828-685-0738 • lindasplants.com
	  facebook/lindasplants
In business since 1984, we are a full service garden center and farm 
offering annuals, perennials, veggie starts, herbs, trees and shrubs, 
beautiful hanging baskets and custom plantings. 


9  	 McConnell Farms
	 177 Old Dana Road • Hendersonville, NC 28792
	 828-692-2819 • mcconnellfarms.net
	   www.facebook.com/McconnellFarmsInc
Family owned nursery and greenhouses offering a wide variety of 
plants, shrubs, trees and hanging baskets. Apples and strawberries, as 
well as, bottled apple cider will be available for purchase.


10 	 Mountain Fresh Orchard
	 2887 Chimney Rock Rd • Hendersonville, NC 28792
	 828.685.7606 • mtnfreshorchards.com   
	   MtnFreshOrchard
Bakery with apple cider donuts, fried pies, fritters and more; FREE 
rides on The Apple Express train through the orchard (Weather 
permitting), canned goods and fresh produce.


11 	 Raymond’s Garden Center
	 1320 Kanuga Road • Hendersonville, NC 28739
	 828-696-8000 • raymondsgc.com
Family owned and operated garden center proudly serving the 
WNC area for 27 years. Full service garden center offering trees, 
shrubs, perennials, annuals, outdoor pottery, indoor plants, soil 
amendments, fertilizers, pine needles, wheat straw and garden 
gifts. 


12 	 Sideways Farm & Brewery
	 62 Eade Road • Etowah, NC 28729
	 828-595-3445 • sidewaysfarm.com
Surrounded by gardens, pastures and fields, Sideways Farm & 
Brewery emphasizes the connection between the land and our 
beer and gluten-free hard jun kombucha, using locally sourced 
ingredients and those grown on the farm in its ever-rotating lineup.  
Flowers will be available for sale.


13 	 Sky Top Orchard
	 1193 Pinnacle Mountain Road • Zirconia, NC  28790
	 828 692-7930 • skytoporchard.com 
	  facebook Sky Top Orchard
Family business offering apple cider donuts, cider, hayrides, jams, 
jellies and honey and our observation sky decks.  Several garden 
themed craft vendors will be located at the orchard selling their 
products.


14 	 Stepp’s Plants etc.
	 156 Arrowhead Hill Lane • Flat Rock NC 2873
	 828-243-5299
	  www.facebook.com/Stepps-Plants-etc-201280591427/
Family business specializing in a large selection of hanging 
baskets, potted plants, and bedding plants.


15 	 Stepp’s Hillcrest Orchard
	 170 Stepp Orchard Dr • Hendersonville, NC  28792
	 828-685-9083 • steppapples.com  
	  Stepp’s Hillcrest Orchard
Family business offering apple cider donuts, kettle corn, lemonade slushies, 
jar goods, farm t-shirts, cards as well as quilts, dishtowels, dog bandanas 
and face masks.  Enjoy the beautiful orchard and variety of craft vendors.
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