
From: Sheneika Smith <sheneikasmith@avlcouncil.com>
Sent: 6/15/2020 3:32:10 PM
To: Esther Manheimer
Cc:
Subject: Re: announcement

It's fine.

On Mon, Jun 15, 2020 at 3:12 PM <esthermanheimer@avlcouncil.com> wrote:

Council – after talking to Debra, I learned that staff already prepared the below press release regarding the
third-party investigation.  Please let me know, quickly, if you have any objection to it.  Otherwise, we’ll use
staff’s announcement rather than the one I sent you earlier.

 
 
PRESS RELEASE: Asheville inquiry into police protest response expands to
include roles for City Council, City Attorney
 

In support of Asheville Police Chief David Zack’s recommendation of an outside independent investigation into
Asheville Police’s response to recent protests, City Council has requested that the City Attorney’s Office, under
the direction of City Attorney Brad Branham, lead the effort to select the investigator. This move is aimed at
maximizing accountability and transparency to the public through the course of the process. In a June 14 email to
City Manager Debra Campbell, Council also recommended that the scope of the process extend beyond the Public Safety
Committee to include the entire City Council.

The email, signed by all seven Council members, including  Mayor Esther Manheimer, also stated: “This investigation
will not supersede any Public Safety Committee's inquiry, limit the scope of their questioning or prohibit involved
parties from fully testifying to these matters.” Additionally, Council requested that at a minimum, “that the City
Attorney’s office or an independent firm selected by the City Attorney’s office interview at least the following
persons, but not limited to, all members of City Council, the City Manager and the Chief of Police to establish the
facts leading up to and including the decisions made  for Use of Force and calling in and overseeing the National
Guard and any other police agencies.”

The email also stated that the outside investigation is meant to be an objective and transparent look at the
methods and tactics used during the protests  — including the use of tear gas on the Captain Jeff Bowen Bridge and
the destruction of supplies at the medic tent. 

mailto:esthermanheimer@avlcouncil.com


 

Branham will lead the selection process to identify the firm to conduct the investigation which will be subject to
final approval by the full City Council.

Find a copy of this press release on Asheville City Source.

 

https://www.ashevillenc.gov/news/

