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Good Morning All,

 

Please review the attached meeting summary from our 8/7 meeting. If you have any comments or additions, please

return them by close of business on Thursday, 8/15.

 

Thank you again for your time to discuss this project with us.

 

Brian Dehler

 

Sr. Project Manager
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From: Dehler, Brian <bdehler@hwlochner.com>
To: anneidringhous@ncdot.gov, Brennan, Sean P <spbrennan@ncdot.gov>, Ishak, Doumit Y
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DRAFT MEETING SUMMARY
Roundabout at Lake Wheeler
Carolina Pines Avenue Widening
From Lake Wheeler Rd to S. Saunders Street

Page 1 of 1

Date: August 7th, 2019

Time: 2:00 PM

Location: NCDOT District 1 Offices, 4009 District Drive, Raleigh, 27607

Purpose: Roundabout at Lake Wheeler

Attendees:
Amy Neidringhous ..........................................................NCDOT
Sean Brennan...................................................................NCDOT
Doumit Ishak ...................................................................NCDOT
Clarence Bunting.............................................................NCDOT
Amy Billings ...................................................................City of Raleigh
Brian Dehler ....................................................................Lochner
Tim Howe........................................................................Lochner

Purpose:

The purpose of the meeting was to continue discussion regarding potential roundabout or signalized intersection 
alternatives at the Lake Wheeler Road / Carolina Pines Avenue intersection.

Discussion:

 Congestion Management has identified that traffic volumes on Lake Wheeler Road grew 37% from 2015 to 
2019, while the traffic forecast was based on a 1% annual growth rate.  There is significant new 
development further south nearer Fuquay-Varina along Lake Wheeler Road, likely to cause additional 
traffic growth. A potential new roundabout constructed at Carolina Pines under this project may be 
rendered obsolete should Lake Wheeler Road ever be widened to 4-lanes in the future.  Those present noted 
that there is currently no plan to widen Lake Wheeler Road, and it is not listed in the TIP.

 Doumit noted a roundabout has benefits, but the existing signalized intersections just to the north (I-40 
ramps) and south at Sierra Drive along Lake Wheeler would limit potential operational improvements from 
a roundabout at Carolina Pines. A larger benefit would result if a roundabout was constructed at Sierra 
Drive in conjunction with one at Carolina Pines Avenue.

 For the roundabout alternative, it was agreed to extend the splitter island south of the roundabout to limit 
both Lawrence Drive and the Grocery Boy driveway to right-in/right-out operations.

 The roundabout alternative would include (2) lanes through the roundabout for southbound Lake Wheeler 
traffic, which would be carried south to Sierra Drive, where the inside lane would become a Left-turn only 
lane, and the outside lane would be the Through/Right-turn movement.

 If recent traffic growth continues, it is likely traffic in the design year would exceed capacity for either the 
roundabout or a signalized intersection.

 Doumit and Clarence requested traffic count volumes along Sierra Drive to complete their study of the 
project area.  

 Amy stated she will request counts from Jed Niffenegger and provide to those present.

 Doumit and Clarence will then provide their comments to the District who will then confer with the 
Division 5 staff who will provide NCDOT’s official position on the intersection alternatives to the City.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:15 PM.

(Meeting Summary Prepared By: Tim Howe, 08.08.2019)
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