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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 9802309567
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:32:24 PM
Attachments: 0E637443-75D3-4464-BA2C-27638F1B751D.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 4046653261
Date: Saturday, July 18, 2020 5:28:09 PM
Attachments: 6A6170F5-3568-4DD5-8E88-8148E85AC851.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Linda Alfredson
To: Public Comments
Subject: Solar on county/city buildings
Date: Friday, July 17, 2020 12:01:05 PM


This is a necessary step toward saving us from ourselves. I have installed solar on 2 rental properties I own as a
start.  Please vote for this project! Our children’s lives depend on it.
Thank you.
Linda Alfredson
21 Red Oak Rd
Asheville 28804


Sent from my iPad
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From: joehale911@gmail.com
To: Public Comments
Subject: Please
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:26:12 PM


Hey, my name is Joseph and I live in Asheville. I am writing this email to urge you to amend Buncombe County
Sheriff’s Office and defund them by at least 50%. As a start, please reallocate the funds taken from the Sheriff to the
Black and Brown People in this county. The funds could be used for affordable housing, land provisions, mental
health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation and transformative justice
opportunities for all.
PLEASE DEFUND NOW!


Thank you,
Joseph


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Amber Frid
To: Public Comments
Subject: Budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:42:07 PM


Hi, my name is Amber and I live in Asheville. I am calling today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential
harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ
damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health Board
acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund
reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that
effectively address the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the
reopening. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is
upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to
in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who
need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for
increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers. We
must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut down all
leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County must open
hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's
must too. And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards
communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color.
Going forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black,
Brown, and Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial
opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental
health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation,
and restorative justice services for all.



mailto:fridamber@gmail.com
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8286060421
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:09:14 PM
Attachments: B11A6ACB-52D9-4F14-AA1D-1E045AFD2B88.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 9375810780
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:32:59 PM
Attachments: 3771FD98-34CA-479D-BC99-E3580E261AEE.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Cricket Allen
To: Public Comments
Subject: Effectively Responding to the Local Pandemic - Divest from the Sheriff"s Dept. INVEST in Our Community
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:56:03 PM


Hello,
  My name is Amanda Allen and I am a resident of Buncombe County, District 3. I am
contacting you to underscore the imperative that County Commissioners respond to this
crucial moment as the Pandemic of COVID 19 and the Public Health Crisis of Systemic
Racism appear and stoke suffering within our own community.


First and foremost, County Commission must amend the proposed budget and divest at least
50% of funds for the Sheriff's Dept. and redistribute that money into our community.
Specifically centering the safety and needs of our BIPOC, immigrant, and other communities
living in higher risk conditions.


Also we must cease with reopening. Only essential businesses with appropriate safety
measures (e.g. masks required for service, masks, gloves, etc for workers) should be open at
this time.


Free COVID 19 testing must be provided to residents.
Of the funds reallocated the county can invest in the community of workers who would be
impacted by loss of work.


Buncombe County Sheriff's Dept must also halt enforcing evictions at this time. A precedent
has been set for this by the Durham Sheriff's Dept. Buncombe must follow suit. 


It is imperative that County Commissions rises to the challenge and opportunity of this
moment to serve our community and center the needs and demands of our Black community
members, leaders, and those of our community living in highest risk.


Thank you for your time. 


Amanda


-- 
-- 
Amanda Allen, RVT, CPDT-KA
Behavior Rehab Coordinator
ASPCA Behavior Rehab Center
Weaverville, NC
'Nature is cruel, but we don't have to be' ~Temple Grandin
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8284908267
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:09:03 PM
Attachments: A2BF9618-01CF-4E5F-A0F0-CFE0F7EC7C1C.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Harper
To: Public Comments
Subject: Halt Reopening Plans
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:27:36 PM


I am writing today to demand:


1. Buncombe County Commissioners amend their budget and defund the
County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least 50% immediately.


Going forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown,
and Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap,
and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice
services for all.


2. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in
person learning until the end of the pandemic.


3. Buncombe County Commissioners and the Tourism Development
Authority Board must halt reopening plans. Only essential businesses should be
open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear
and that the mask policy is upheld. It is absolutely shameful that Buncombe County
has not only reopened to outside visitors from states like Georgia, South Carolina,
and Florida but begun paying to advertise Asheville to travel and leisure visitors
again. IT'S A PANDEMIC, Y'ALL. Are the deaths of locals really worth it? 


While our cases rise exponentially, so do the cases in surrounding states that you
insist on advertising in. This is putting locals at risk every single day, especially Black,
Latinx, and Indigenous populations. Choosing tourists and profits over the health of
your citizens is disgusting. The County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a
public health crisis and when communities of color are disproportionately affected by
COVID-19, moving forward with reopening plans while COVID-19 cases continue to
rise exponentially can only exacerbate this.


And while you're at it: the County must open hotels for the unhoused community to
prioritize their health and wellbeing. The Sheriff's Department must halt enforcing
evictions during the extent of the pandemic (which Durham's County already did).
Don't forget redirecting funds (maybe from the TDA?) to support communities
hardest hit and most at risk during the pandemic.


Thank you for—hopefully—listening. 



mailto:harperrbelle@gmail.com
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From: Camille Mccarthy
To: Public Comments
Subject: Public Comment on Budget 7/21
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:06:18 PM


Hello County Commissioners:


This is Camille McCarthy from Asheville. I urge you to defund the sheriff's department and
detention center by at least 50% immediately, release all non-violent offenders, and re-invest
that money in communities of color and protecting those in need due to the current crisis. I
also urge you to shut down all leisure travel in Buncombe, choose Option C for remote
schooling, and close all except essential businesses. Cases have skyrocketed in Buncombe. We
should not have opened so early and we do not want more tourists coming here and exposing
our vulnerable workers. I also urge you to prevent the sheriff's department from enforcing
evictions and provide reparations to Black and Indigenous communities. 


Thank you,
Camille McCarthy



mailto:camillm@g.clemson.edu
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 9196041887
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:48:11 PM
Attachments: 2384AEDF-7CE4-41B5-93F6-09C5DD8AF8D8.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 5043421772
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:40:34 PM
Attachments: 2E4FEAC5-2D77-48C8-863D-9457202F372D.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.



mailto:BC.Voicemail@buncombecounty.org

mailto:Public.Comments@buncombecounty.org








From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 7049107899
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:57:36 PM
Attachments: 886FD836-7920-4AC4-897B-FA0B5F9CD901.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 5413379086
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:33:36 PM
Attachments: 8F913AD3-156B-4D42-A84C-9CE2D080D458.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Nole Lafferty
To: Public Comments
Subject: Budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:02:24 PM


Hello, 


My name is Nole and I live in West Asheville. I am writing to ask commissioners to ammend
the budget now. To include at least a 50% cut to police/sheriff budgets. To include
repurposing that money to invest in Black Asheville and Buncombe county. 


This means  addressing the pandemic. End reopening.   Schools using Option C instead of B
and students being supported adequately through remote learning. This will help address our
racial achievement gap. 


Close the hotels during a pandemic. Abolish the TDA.  Use hotels for the homeless and
unhoused.  


STOP EVICTIONS.


Support our immigrant community and those most vulnerable to the pandemic. 


Thank you,


Nole Lafferty
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From: Ian Canary-King
To: Public Comments
Subject: Vote Yes for Solar Bond
Date: Friday, July 17, 2020 3:59:45 PM


Hello Commissioners,


I am a resident of Buncombe County. I am writing to urge you to approve the $10.2m solar
bond proposal. It will be good for the environment, good for our long-term budget, and good
for our local economy. 


Thank you,


Ian Canary-King
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From: Rachel Appleton
To: Public Comments
Subject: Defund APD NOW
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:12:04 PM


Hi my name is Rachel and I live in West Asheville. I am writing this email to urge you to amend Buncombe County
Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center and defund by at least 50%. As a start, please reallocate the funds taken from
the Sheriff and jail to the Black and Brown People in this county. The funds could be used for affordable housing,
land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation and
transformative justice opportunities for all. DEFUND NOW! DEFUND NOW! DEFUND NOW! DEFUND NOW!
DEFUND NOW!


Thank you,
Rachel
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From: Eric Heveron-Smith
To: Public Comments
Subject: Budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:00:39 PM


Hello,


My name is Eric Heveron-Smith and I live in West Asheville. I am writing to demand that the
county defund the Sheriff’s department and detention center by at least 50%, immediately.
This money should be reinvested in Black and Brown communities. Overpolicing does not
make our community safer, and there are many needs (mental health services, affordable
housing, homeless services, and beyond) that need better funding. 


In addition, the TDA needs to be abolished. In the midst of a pandemic, the last thing we need
is advertising dollars spent bringing MORE visitors to town. On the subject of COVID,
schools should not be open for in-person learning until the pandemic is under control- my two
children will not be returning to school in the fall because of this. And the Sheriff’s office
must commit to halt enforcement of evictions. Durham County’s sheriff has made this
commitment, as have many communities around the country that care about the health and
safety of their citizens. Buncombe county tried to re-open too soon, and we are now reaping
the results of that decision. 


Thank you. 
Eric Heveron-Smith 
-- 
Eric Heveron-Smith


musician, producer, gardener
www.eric-hs.com
eheveronsmith@gmail.com
585-734-3383
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From: Joseph Chavez
To: Public Comments
Subject: Covid Relief
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:32:32 PM


To whom this may concern,
My name is Joseph Chavez and I am an Asheville resident. I am writing today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff's Office and Detention
Center by at least 50% immediately. COVID-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our
neighbors, families, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Not to
mention the reopening of many hotels and tourist hot spots in Asheville is incredibly
inappropriate to Asheville residents as it put many of them at risk of contracting the virus.
Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis.
Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and
to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors. 
Please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. 


This plan should include an end to the reopening. 
Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all
workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. 
All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in-person
learning. 
The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks
available for everyone who doesn't have one
Funds need to be available for hazard pay and to pay frontline medical and emergency
workers.
Adress tourism- the County mush shut down leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its
advertising
Open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing.
Buncombe County Sheriff needs to halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. (Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment, Buncombe needs to as
well)
The pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities who were greatly
impacted and are at the highest risk, especially immigrant communities.


Please listen to the needs of the community during these devastating times,
Joseph Chavez
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From: Matilda Bliss
To: Public Comments
Subject: General Comment. You must defund the Sheriff and Jail by at least 50%. Effectively address the local pandemic


and provide reparations
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:17:42 PM


Hi, my name is Matilda Bliss and I live in Asheville. I am calling today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential
harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ
damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health Board
acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund
reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that
effectively address the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the
reopening. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is
upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to
in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who
need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for
increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers. We
must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut down all
leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County must open
hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's
must too. And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards
communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color.
Going forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black,
Brown, and Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial
opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental
health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation,
and restorative justice services for all.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 4154121418
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:29:35 PM
Attachments: F3383911-47E9-4240-B468-A963BBC00455.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Amber Frid
To: Public Comments
Subject: budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:43:25 PM


Hello County Officials,


My name is Amber, I've been a resident of Asheville for just about 10 years now. I currently
live in the 28806 zip in Buncombe County. I am writing to you today to demand that
County Commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff's Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. 


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the Sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic. COVID19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family
and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. This plan should include an
end to the reopening of schools and further opening of the city's businesses at large. Only
essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers
with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. 


All city and county schools must choose Plan C and refuse to return to in person learning. 


The County must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for
everyone who doesn't have one and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers. 


We must address overtourism and that means the county must shut down all leisure travel and
abolish the TDA and its advertising. 


The County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and
wellbeing. 


The Buncombe County Sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's Sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe County's must
too. 


Finally, the pandemic response must direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at
risk, especially immigrant communities. The pandemic management must center the needs of
communities of color. Going forward, the Count must invest in the economic wellbeing of
Black, Brown and Indigenous residents. Commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity
gap and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies, eviction diversion,free public transportation and restorative justice services for all. 


Please help us create a better Asheville for our children's future.
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From: Patrice Audette
To: Public Comments
Subject: Budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:39:27 PM


To whom it may concern,


My name is Patrice Audette and I have lived in Buncombe county my entire life. I am writing
today to demand that the commissioners amend their budget and defund the county sheriff’s
office and detention center by at least 50% immediately. With Covid-19 on the rise in
Buncombe county those funds should be going towards stopping the virus from infecting and
killing our residents. Free testing for everyone, PPE for essential workers, economic well-
being for BIPOC, an end to evictions and an end to reopening are several places where this
money should go instead of the sheriff’s office and detention center. Invest this money where
it is truly needed, in our community. 
Also, children should absolutely NOT be returning to classrooms this fall. There are more
covid-19 cases in Buncombe county now than there were when the schools shit down in
March. Choose plan C and keep Buncombe county residents safe.


Thank you for your time, 


Patrice Audette
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 9546293957
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:59:29 PM
Attachments: 2BFB0EEC-EBC8-485F-93C9-151636C0DF42.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8286457213
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:53:39 AM
Attachments: E1A0F32B-F197-4919-986C-9E0CD1089535.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Avery Tarpley
To: Public Comments
Subject: Public comment from an asheville resident
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:49:13 PM


Hello,


My name is Avery Tarpley and I live and work in Asheville. I am writing to beg that you consider these demands
during your next meeting for the good (and for the survival) of our communities.


Please stop the reopening of our vulnerable city except for essential businesses that supply their workers with the
necessary PPE and covid precautions.


Please protect our children, teachers and families and choose plan C for schools in the fall — anyone attending
school in person is risking their and the health of those around them.


Buncombe county sheriffs department must halt the enforcing of evictions during this pandemic — we are making
people more vulnerable to this virus by further taking away their housing security and financial stability .


Shut down all leisure travel and create a plan that allocates revenue from future tourism (when scientists and doctors
deem it safe for tourism to resume) to communities of color, low income communities, and vulnerable populations.


Open all hotels to houseless folks in the city to decrease the spread of covid and also because it’s the right thing to
do and we all know it. 


How to pay for all of this? Defund the police department by 50% and use this money to pay for the things listed
above, as well as continued investment in vulnerable populations, public goods, and equitable & sustainable
infrastructure.


Our community needs us — needs you — to do better if we’re going to survive.


Best,
Avery Tarpley
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 9802309567
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:37:35 PM
Attachments: C02280D6-69E2-428D-B309-18FE13236CF3.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8282426190
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:21:51 PM
Attachments: 2C831B54-78ED-4B05-9B29-F698180741BB.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Cathy Holt
To: Public Comments
Subject: reparations
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:19:03 PM


Dear Commissioners,


Now that Asheville has a strong and ground-breaking resolution calling for reparations, it's
incumbent on Buncombe County to step up and pass a similar resolution. Of course, there are
many key areas of overlap between Asheville and Buncombe County when it comes to
schools, health services, affordable housing, and more. So it would be impossible for
Asheville to make true progress toward reparations without the support of the County. 


Without reparations, there is no economic justice for African Americans. The wrongs of
slavery, the Jim Crow era, disenfranchisement, and obstacles to economic opportunity have
made intergenerational transfer of wealth nonexistent in most Black families, while the
beneficiaries of white supremacy have an unfair advantage. These wrongs must be redressed.


Thank you,
Cathy Holt
www.heartspeakpeace.com
Coaching for health and resilience
Go slowly, breathe and smile - Thich Nhat Hanh
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From: Jess Pumroy
To: Public Comments
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:25:49 PM


I am only emailing to ask why you are acting as though money is more important to you than
the lives of those in your community. People are dying from covid every day, mask rules are
not being inforced, places are open that don't need to be. For what? Money? The economy?
Dead people can't stimulate the economy, and with the way you all are handing this, that's all
we're going to have on the far side of the pandemic. How dare you prioritize money over the
health of your own people. 


And speaking of the health of the community, where is the action after racism was declared a
health crisis? What are you doing for Asheville's residents of color? That's a real nice mural on
the road downtown and I'm sure it's making you look very good right now, but what actual
action are you taking?
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 6313329614
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From: Kelsey Wood
To: Public Comments
Subject: In Support of Solar Bond
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:35:38 AM


Buncombe County Commissioners,


I am writing to ask you all to please approve the $10.2 million bond to fund the
installation of solar panels on 40 publicly-owned buildings.  Last year, this
county and the City of Asheville both passed resolutions to switch to 100%
renewable energy and this is a necessary first step if we are to reach that goal. 
The project currently up for consideration will generate nearly 7,000 KW of
clean energy and will generate millions of $ in energy savings over the coming
decades.  The project will also generate employment and support the local
economy, as the most competitive bid for this project came from an employee-
owned company based in Buncombe County.  


As a parent of children who attend two of the schools that are being considered
for rooftop solar installations--Vance Elementary and SILSA/AHS--I am
especially excited about the educational benefits to school children.  Not only
will they walk into buildings every day that are powered by clean energy and
innovative technology, but they will know their community and its leaders care
about their future.  Now, vote like the parent-citizen-leaders you are!


Thank you for your consideration and thank you for voting 'YES!' on the solar bond!


Sincerely,


Kelsey Wood
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From: Eramo Owate-Campbell
To: Public Comments
Subject: Defund the police
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:05:58 PM


Hey, my names Eramo Owate-Campbell. I live in the city of asheville. I’m writing the email in response to the
county meeting scheduled for 5pm today. I want to stress the importance that not only does the community but the
council show support for the BLM by defunding the APD and redirect the fund to community outreach programs
such as affordable housing, mental health services, affordable housing and public transportation. The recent actions
taken against protesters and injustice deemed worthy of no action is inhumane and unconstitutional. Also wanna
bring attention to the pandemic crisis and hault on reopens. This includes schools.


Sent from my iPhone
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To: Public Comments
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From: Amanda Durst
To: Public Comments
Subject: We demand action
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:55:20 PM


Dear Buncombe County Board of Commissioners,


My name is Amanda and I have lived in Asheville for nearly three years. Though I haven't
been here long, I've been here long enough to see the damage racism has done to Asheville
and Buncombe County's Black citizens: the damage it is long past time to address.


For too long, the County has prioritized tourism and police spending at the expense of its
citizens. I am calling today to demand commissioners amend their budget and defund
the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-
19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving
them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health
Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations
for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


Covid-19 cases in Buncombe County continue to rise at an alarming rate, largely due to
tourism from hotspots such as Florida, South Carolina, and Tennessee. As a start, please
reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the local
pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential
businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers
with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools
must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in-person learning. The county must
provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for everyone
who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers. We must address the influx of tourism and that means the
County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The
County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and
wellbeing. The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the
COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's
must too. And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards
communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going
forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and
Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap and
provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice
services for all.
-- 
Amanda Durst
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From: Caroline Wilson
To: Public Comments
Subject: Public Comment regarding Commissioner Budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:31:11 PM


Hello,


My name is Caroline Wilson and I live in Weaverville in Buncombe County. I am writing to demand the
amendment of the city budget to refund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least 50%. Please
consider reinvesting these funds to actually address the local pandemic, including supporting local businesses to
only remain open if deemed essential, providing PPE and masks to employees and upholding the mask policy.
Please halt the reopening of schools in the fall and reallocate funds to support schools in distance learning and
families in child care. Increase funds for frontline medical and emergency workers. Abolish the Tourism
Development Agency and it’s over-extended budget for advertisement during a global pandemic. Use that money
instead to shelter our unhoused communities so they stay safe and sheltered during a pandemic that
disproportionately impacts them and then spreads in shelters and jails where unhoused people often cycle in and out
of due to systemic targeting by police forces. Use the money from defunding the police and County Sheriff’s office
to instead provide affording housing, mental health services, rent subsidies, eviction diversion, free public
transportation, more access to testing, and restorative justice and mediation services. While the city commissioners
and council are enjoying the fruits of being applauded nationally for the vague reparations commitment, this is a
time when those dreams and wishes to center our Black, Brown, immigrant, and Indigenous communities can be
realized through defunding of policing forces, addressing the local pandemic, and halting over tourism.


Thank you for your time,
Caroline
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From: Blue Jay
To: Public Comments
Subject: please read
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:52:44 PM


 County Officials,


My name is Blue , I've been a resident of Asheville for just about 5 years now. I currently
live in the 28805 zip in Buncombe County. I am writing to you today to demand that
County Commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff's Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. 


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the Sheriff and jail in ways that effectively
address the local pandemic. COVID19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. This plan should
include an end to the reopening of schools and further opening of the city's businesses at
large. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide
all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. 


All city and county schools must choose Plan C and refuse to return to in person learning. 


The County must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available
for everyone who doesn't have one and funds for increased pay and support for frontline
medical and emergency workers. 


We must address overtourism and that means the county must shut down all leisure travel
and abolish the TDA and its advertising. 


The County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and
wellbeing. 


The Buncombe County Sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's Sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe County's must
too. 


Finally, the pandemic response must direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most
at risk, especially immigrant communities. The pandemic management must center the needs
of communities of color. Going forward, the Count must invest in the economic wellbeing
of Black, Brown and Indigenous residents. Commit resources to eliminate the racial
opportunity gap and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health
services, rent subsidies, eviction diversion,free public transportation and restorative justice
services for all. 


Please help us create a better Asheville for our children's future.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 9709880010
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:26:36 PM
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From: Emma Olson
To: Public Comments
Subject: Public Comment- Reparations
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 4:01:48 PM


I am a resident of Buncombe County, and I work in public health and social justice. I urge you
to put reparations on the agenda for discussion and to join the city commissioners in this
historic movement to dismantle structural racism in our community and begin to undo the
great harm it has caused. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Warmly,
Emma Olson


-- 
Emma C. Olson, MPH, LMSW
pronouns: she/her
Director of Partnerships and Evaluation
NC Center for Health and Wellness
UNC Asheville, Sherrill Center, Rm. 446
eolson1@unca.edu
ncchw.unca.edu
(828) 258-7715
Fax: 828-251-6455
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From: Elsa Enstrom
To: Public Comments
Subject: Police budget increase
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:40:33 PM


Dear Commissioners,


I find it deeply concerning that you intend to increase the County Sheriff budget at your
upcoming meeting. Especially in light of the fact that you also are planning on taking funding
away from the health department. In a time like this while we are struggling with a pandemic
we need MORE funding for health and human services. You need to take that intended police
budget increase and instead increase funding for the health department and other county
services that assist our marginalized communities.


Thank you,
Elsa
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From: DanniL Wase
To: Public Comments
Subject: Public comment on budget!
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:57:37 PM


I'm emailing to demand that the commissioners amend their budget and defund the county
sheriff's office and detention center by at least 50%. Now that Covid19 & racism have been
declared a public health crisis, you must address the pandemic, & reparations for our county's
Black, Indigenous, and P.O.C. citizens. Please reinvest funds into pausing the reopening of the
county & go back to Phase 1; with additional aid to essential workers, rent/mortgage freezes,
and business requirements to provide adequate PPE to essential workers. All schools in the
county must choose Phase C for schooling and not put all school staff, students, and families'
lives' at risk. The county must shut down the TDA and control tourism during this pandemic
ravishing our county. Also, free and accessible testing must be required for all workers, and
available to all citizens; as well as thorough contact tracing requirements. With the hotels shut
down for tourists, the county must use these resources to temporarily house those without
homes, as they are most at risk during this increasingly fatal pandemic. Lastly, the county
must prioritize financially aiding it's lowest income households and citizens, particularly it's
Black and Brown members of the community, as they are most at risk of dying right now. 


Sincerely, 
A concerned citizen,
Danielle Wase
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From: Scott Hardin-Nieri
To: Public Comments
Subject: Faith, Solar, and Buncombe County
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:31:32 PM


Dear Commissioners,


I am writing to invite you to vote yes on the proposal to install solar panels on 40 sites in Buncombe
County.  As a pastor in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) I have the opportunity to accompany
Christians as they seek to pass on faith and a better world to future generations.  You all do this work in
countless ways regardless of your faith background.  You are constantly making decisions that impact
many people not only living in our county now but will be living here in the years to come.  Thank you for
your tireless work.  I believe a yes vote on this solar project will be a wise use of financial resources, will
offer an example to business, non-profits, and congregations regarding renewable energy and will make a
generational impact by caring for God’s creation.  I was reminded of generational impact near the
Appalachian Trail last week.  


On Friday I spent the day with Mountaintrue staff treating Ash trees close to the Appalachian Trail.  I am
no expert in this forestry endeavor or in the art of multigenerational thinking but I can tell you that the work
protecting these amazing trees included sweat laden shirts, gnat clouded eyes, and legs itchy from
stinging nettles.  I was a bit disappointed that we were only able to treat 16 trees that day with so many in
need.  As we were almost done with our day’s work a walking stick grasping gentleman about the age of
my father interrupted his hike to make note of our labors.
 “You helping those trees?” he asked
 “Yes,” one of the experts declared as she then explained a bit about the process to slow the destruction
caused to these trees by the Emerald Ash Borer Beetle.  The hiker responded with glee.  “Your work will
impact generations…generations!”  His words echoed along the path as he strode off.  I had lost sight of
the big picture, mired in the details, I had missed the intergenerational impact that our little team might
have on the future of Western North Carolina forests. 


On Tuesday the Buncombe County Commissioners have an opportunity to make a generational
difference.  A yes vote on this solar proposal is wise stewardship of county finances and God’s good
creation.  


Your work will indeed impact generations.
Thank you for your work,


Peace and Grace,
Scott  


-- 


Rev. Scott Hardin-Nieri
Director 
Creation Care Alliance of Western North Carolina 


www.creationcarealliance.org
29 N. Market Street, Suite 610
Asheville, NC 28801
(828) 258-8737 Ext. 217


Find us on Facebook
and Twitter @CreationCareWNC
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The Creation Care Alliance is a program of Mountaintrue. 








From: Kate Wheeler
To: Public Comments
Subject: Message From a Local Community Farmer
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:00:05 PM


Hello!


My name is Kate Wheeler and I have lived in Asheville for over ten years. I am a farmer,
farmers market manager, and community member here who has seen first hand the violence of
not only the recent events involving police brutality against protesters and targeting Black and
Brown folks but also the devastation that COVID has brought to our city and county as a
whole. I am terrified for loved ones, acquaintances and everyone as we continue to open up
our county as numbers continue to grow - and as those cases are continually disproportionately
impacting our Black and Brown communities despite them making up only a small percentage
of our population.


Please do not continue to center tourism over people's lives. We are entering a time where how
we act as a community will be looked back on as historic - and we can be either leaders in this
time, or we can be those who are ashamed and regretful. How could we have let this happen -
when all we needed to do was keep things closed for longer, keep our tourists out for a few
more months? This is what we will be saying to ourselves in years and decades to come. 


Please also recognize how this is all linked. Those who are being attacked by police, ICE
agents, and the state are also those falling ill, left without resources, proper housing,
schooling, care. Treated as less than human. Please defund the County Sheriff's Office and
Detention Center by 50% and redistribute those funds back into the community! Police are not
meant to hold all of the complexities of care that we need in our community, and we have
been shown time and time again that the institution itself is racist - despite the "good apples" -
often ridiculed, demoted, and cast aside when attempting to stand on the right side of justice.
Please act with your heart, cast politics aside and consider this what it is - a human rights
issue, a human rights violation, and with a clear path towards meaningful change and
community care! 


-Kate Wheeler 
-- 
Kate Wheeler 
She/Her/Her's 
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From: Karuna Rockwell
To: Public Comments
Subject: Amend Budget
Date: Sunday, July 19, 2020 5:11:08 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


County Government must commit to amending its budget NOW.
On June 16th, following mass demonstrations, locals from across the county called for
the defunding of the County Sheriff and the Detention Center and for the County to
pause its budget vote and evaluate its priorities. Commissioners refused to listen and
chose instead to push through its budget that increased funding for the sheriff and the jail
by more than $3 million, while defunding the Health Department.
Since then, the pandemic has taken control of the county, spurred on by Commissioners
voting on June 24th to allow hotels to reopen at full capacity. THIS is
UNACCEPTABLE.


Informed by Black Asheville Demands and others demanding reparations, WE
DEMAND the County:


1) Effectively address the local pandemic.


a) The County must STOP THE REOPENING! Only essential businesses should be
open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and
that the mask policy is upheld.
b) All city and county schools must choose Plan C. Refuse to return to in person
learning.
c) Shut down all leisure travel and abolish the Tourism Development Authority (TDA)
d) Provide accessible, free testing for all who need it. Free masks available for everyone
who doesn't have one. Funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical and
emergency workers.
e) Open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing.
f) The Buncombe County sheriff must halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too.
g) The pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most
at risk, especially immigrant communities.


2) Pay Reparations.


The County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black and Brown residents,
deeply affordable housing, land provisions, equitable education outcomes, mental health
services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative
justice services.
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The Buncombe County Health Board recently pronounced racism a local health crisis.
It’s time. County Government MUST cut the Sheriff and the Jail budgets by at least
50%, end the pandemic, abolish gentrification promoting and virus enabling
organizations such as the TDA, and invest in Black, Indigenous, and People of Color in
the new economy free from the grips of over tourism.


Sincerely,


Karuna Rockwell








From: Bow Rudolph
To: Public Comments
Subject: Amend the budget!!
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:28:27 PM


Good Afternoon,
My name is Bow Rudolph and I am a Buncombe County resident concerned with the out of
touch behavior exhibited by our Commissioners. 


The people of Buncombe County have been very clear about how the approved budget
abandons the well being of year round residents, and places more importance on tourism.
Southern States are still reaching record COVID19 cases, and encouraging interstate travel
from our neighboring States puts our citizens at an even larger risk. 


For the past two months the United States has seen protests surrounding the mistreatment of
our Black population on multiple levels, and Buncombe County is no exception. I am
demanding that Commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff's Office
and Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Since no initiative has been made on your
behalf to do your job and respond to your constituents' concerns, I have some suggestions. 


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the Sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential
businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with
protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. 


I thank you for reading this email and hearing my voice, but please understand that you have
disappointed many of your neighbors and fellow residents. I hope you see this email and take
it to heart, because we will return to the streets if you continue to ignore your city.  


Sincerely,
Bow Rudolph
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From: Abbie Young
To: Public Comments
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:59:35 PM


Hi there, 


My name is Abbie Young and I am a resident of Asheville, NC. I am a Program Manager and
Registered Dietitian at a local non-profit that shares free fresh produce & education with the
community. 


I am writing today to demand commissioners amend their budget and to defund the County
Sheriff's Office and Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Defunding organizations
happens all of the time and this is a very realistic, necessary, and tangible goal. COVID-19 is
causing extreme harm killing our community, our loved ones, our co-workers, our family and
beyond.  Oftentimes, if they survive the virus, their bodies are forever damaged. 


Since the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis... it should
be treated as that--a crisis. Crises demand urgent change. Change that y'all have the power to
make. Therefore, I am asking that you please address the local pandemic  effectively and to
fund reparations for Black, Brown and Indigenous neighbors. An important place to start is to
reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address this and the
pandemic. 


This plan needs to include an end to the reopening. Tourists are seen swarming downtown not
wearing masks... putting the most at risk folks at risk for contracting this deadly virus with
little to no protection. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that wearing a mask is mandatory for
entry. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person
learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks for
those who do not have access to one, and funds for increased pay and hazard support for
frontline medical and emergency workers. Anything less than can be a death sentence for
people. 


We have to address over tourism! This means that the County must shut down all leisure travel
and abolish the TDA and its advertising. Why hasn't this happened already? Whose lives are
you prioritizing? When over 19 million dollars are prioritized in the TDA budget for tourism
and people are houseless, filling up hospitals due to COVID, when we are in a housing crisis,
when people are having to work multiple jobs to make ends-meet... what community are you
for? I hope one for the people of Buncombe. 


We are asking for the County to open hotels for unhoused community members to prioritize
their health and wellbeing. There also has to be a halt to evictions during this time. The
Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment and now its Buncombe's time to do the
just, moral thing. 


Finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most
at risk, especially immigrant communities. THe pandemic management must center the needs
of communities fo olor. Going forward, ,the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing
of Black, Brown & Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity
gap, and provide affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies,
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and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice services for all. 


This is what we are here for. This is what we are worth. And so much more. 


Thanks, 


-- 
ABBIE YOUNG (she/her/hers) | Program Manager 
Registered Dietitian Nutritionist LDN, Registered Yoga Instructor, Certified Meditation
Instructor 


Support Bounty & Soul's COVID-19 Response TODAY!  


| t.   828-419-0533


| a.   999 Old Hwy 70 Black Mountain, NC 28711
| w.  www.bountyandsoul.org


        



https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E39643&id=11

http://www.bountyandsoul.org/

https://www.facebook.com/bountyandsoul

https://twitter.com/Bounty_andSoul

https://www.instagram.com/bounty_and_soul/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrgT2y6pJ3mpTaK-wkpUryQ

https://www.pinterest.com/bountyandsoul/bounty-soul-recipes/
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From: Rebecca Appleton
To: Public Comments
Subject: Defund APD
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:24:09 PM


Hi my name is Rebecca and I live in Asheville. I am writing this email to urge you to amend Buncombe County
Sheriff’s Office and defund by at least 50%. As a start, please reallocate the funds taken from the Sheriff and jail to
the Black and Brown People in this county. The funds could be used for affordable housing, land provisions, mental
health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation and transformative justice
opportunities for all. DEFUND NOW! DEFUND NOW! DEFUND NOW! DEFUND NOW! DEFUND NOW!


Thank you,
Rebecca
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From: Karissa Keen
To: Public Comments
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:02:26 PM


Hi, my name is Karissa Keen and I am a resident of Asheville. 


I am writing today about a local, community health crisis. The County Health Board
acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official,
we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our
Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors. Instead of opening hotel occupancy, there
should have been a more thoughtful plan of action to address the needs of
marginalized communities. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our
neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime.
Our city is being ravaged and unnamable harm is being done to OUR
COMMUNITIES as you sit around and watch the tourists flock in from South Carolina,
Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, and Alamaba. The lack of community responsibility and
care is outrageous. 
As a citizen I am demanding commissioners amend their budget and defund the
County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Please
reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the local
pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential
businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers
with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools
must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning. The county must
provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for everyone
who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the County
must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County
must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing.
The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too.
And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest
hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going
forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and
Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and
provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice
services for all. And we mean ALL.
Thank you for your time, I urge you to act justly.


Karissa Keen
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From: Santura Pegram
To: esthermanheimer@avlcouncil.com; Avril Pinder
Cc: keithyoung@avlcouncil.com; sheneikasmith@avlcouncil.com; juliemayfield@avlcouncil.com;


vijaykapoor@avlcouncil.com; brianhaynes@avlcouncil.com; gwenwisler@avlcouncil.com; Lamar Joyner; Stacey
Woody


Subject: Asheville, North Carolina"s decision to approve reparations
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 5:23:02 PM


Dear Mayor Manheimer & Asheville City Council Members,


I hope my correspondence finds each one of you in the best of health and spirits. 


After recently learning of the upstanding decision the City of Asheville, North Carolina made
to approve reparations to black citizens for its role in slavery, discrimination and denial of
basic rights to black residents of your neighborhoods-community, I felt compelled to reach out
to you and offer my heartfelt appreciation and support of your noteworthy decision.


As a socially-connected and successful businessman who divides my time between South
Florida and Georgia, and someone who formerly served as a senior aide-protégé to the late
Honorable M. Athalie Range (who was and will always be considered the "Political Matriarch
of the State of Florida") https://www.blackeoejournal.com/2018/02/let-tell-athalie-range-by-
santura/, I've been privy to be part of a number of major economic development and
community-oriented initiatives in cities-counties-states across the country.


http://voyagemia.com/interview/meet-santura-pegram-econ404-downtownnorth-miami/


Although the members of the Buncombe County Commission should feel deeply embarrassed
about not supporting the City of Asheville's decision pertaining to the aforementioned topic, I
wanted the City Councilmembers of Asheville to know that your recent decision and actions
are one which would have certainly made my late boss-mentor quite pleased. You can each
hold your heads high in knowing that countless members of black communities throughout the
nation applaud your bold actions in the form of such a strong leadership decision. The public
is noticing what you have done! And, it is noteworthy indeed.  


In closing, I would like to leave you with a few pieces of material to peruse at your
convenience. Hopefully, it will spark a thought or two within your own social circles and lead
to other progressive decisions to come for Asheville, North Carolina.


https://blackgwinnett.com/racism/looking-ahead-after-the-dust-has-settled-whats-the-
immediate-plans/


https://eurweb.com/2020/06/02/the-most-important-lesson-black-people-overlook-why-
economic-responses-outweigh-protests-marches-and-riots/


https://chicagocrusader.com/the-ignorance-of-racism-lost-opportunities/


http://theibbm.org/ 


Kind Regards,
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mailto:brianhaynes@avlcouncil.com
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https://www.blackeoejournal.com/2018/02/let-tell-athalie-range-by-santura/

http://voyagemia.com/interview/meet-santura-pegram-econ404-downtownnorth-miami/

https://blackgwinnett.com/racism/looking-ahead-after-the-dust-has-settled-whats-the-immediate-plans/

https://blackgwinnett.com/racism/looking-ahead-after-the-dust-has-settled-whats-the-immediate-plans/

https://eurweb.com/2020/06/02/the-most-important-lesson-black-people-overlook-why-economic-responses-outweigh-protests-marches-and-riots/

https://eurweb.com/2020/06/02/the-most-important-lesson-black-people-overlook-why-economic-responses-outweigh-protests-marches-and-riots/

https://chicagocrusader.com/the-ignorance-of-racism-lost-opportunities/

http://theibbm.org/





Santura Pegram, Director of Public & Intergovernmental Relations
Seaport Transportation Services LLC - Seaport 2 LLC
110 East Broward Blvd.
Suite 1700
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33301
USA
305.834.2864 - (Direct)
spegram@seaporttransportationservices.com 
www.seaportway.com 


"Almost anyone can engage in business to make a living for oneself,
but utilizing business relationships to impact other peoples' lives and empower communities


is MORE fulfilling!"
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From: Lola Hileman
To: Public Comments
Subject: Defund the police.
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:49:41 PM


Defund the police and invest in the community. 
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From: Jessica Schultz
To: Public Comments
Subject: Amend the budget and save lives
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:53:55 PM


County commissioners,


The 2020 budget which defunds the health department and increases funds to the sheriff and
jail is absurd, disrespectful to your community, and downright dangerous. In the midst of a
global pandemic we have seen time and again that countries which invested in their
communities and focused on healthcare and isolation have successfully flattened the curve,
saved lives, and been able to reopen safely. Stealing money from the health department to
appease law enforcement unions will kill citizens. Your job includes ensuring the county is
safe and, and this budget shows that you have no interest in doing so. 
Allowing non-essential businesses to reopen was irresponsible. Furthering the reopening,
including schools, will show a complete lack of disregard for the safety of the county's
residents, specifically its most vulnerable, such as those in low-income areas, the unhoused,
and BIPOC, who are already discriminated against by healthcare systems and the police. The
board needs to respect scientists and doctors who have given clear guidelines on how to save
lives. The board needs to immediately close hotels to non-essential visitors and repurpose the
rooms to provide safe shelter for the unhoused, close all non-essential businesses, suspend all
leisure travel into the county and shut down the TDA, refuse to reopen schools and invest in
supporting distance learning by providing technology and financial stipends to those who
require them, require and enforce the requirement of masks in all public spaces, and invest
more money into the health department, including providing sufficient PPE to healthcare
workers, free testing to all citizens, and free masks to community members who cannot access
them. In addition, going forward, the budget should accurately reflect the needs of the county,
including truly affordable housing, living wages, rehabilitation services for mental health and
addiction, equitable education services for BIPOC, legalizing marijuana and releasing with an
expunged record all inmates with marijuana-related charges, and stronger financial investment
in healthcare and education workers.
The federal government has completely failed its citizens, but you have the opportunity to
support us within this county. Your residents, myself included, are counting on you to help
keep us alive. Do not bend to lobbying; instead, consider the ramifications of unnecessary
death on your hands. This budget as it stands is nothing short of murder.


Jessica A. Schultz
Asheville, NC
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From: Lynne McNamee
To: Public Comments
Subject: No on Reparations for Buncombe County - For Commission Meeting Jul 21, 2020
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 5:07:07 PM


To: Buncombe County Commissioners


I would like my voice to be heard in response to the Asheville City Council's vote on
reparations for Black residents and their descendents and if the Buncombe County
Commissioners are considering the same reparations for all Black residents and their
descendents.


I am against voting for reparations in Buncombe County. The Buncombe County
Sustainability Plan has supplemental Strategic Priorities that address the issues brought forth
by the Asheville City Council's Reparations recommendations which are:


Access to affordable housing
Increasing minority business ownership and career opportunities
Strategies to grow equity and generational wealth
Closing gaps in health care, education, employment pay
Neighborhood safety and fairness within the criminal justice system


The Six Strategic Priorities of the Buncombe County Sustainability Plan are:


Affordable Housing
Clean & Renewable Energy
Diverse Community Workforce
Early Childhood Education
Justice Resource Support
Opiod Addiction


All of the issues the Asheville City Council wants to address under Reparations are already
being addressed in the Buncombe County Sustainability Plan - Strategic Priorities. This is a
duplication of effort and adding bureaucracy upon bureaucracy which helps nobody and costs
everybody. All of the issues the Asheville City Council brought up can be applied to all
persons in Buncombe County through the Strategic Priorities without having to add more
resources. 


My recommendation would be to look at the Buncombe County Strategic Priorities and ensure
they are being carried out and make changes within those, if necessary. With Covid-19 and
reductions in employment and education, we need to be even more sensitive to where our tax
dollars are being spent and reduce duplication of effort.


Very Respectfully,
Lynne McNamee
503-475-5341
15 Sawyers Pheasant Ln
Candler, NC 287
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From: Rachel Nussbaum
To: Public Comments
Subject: Public Comment re: Budget 7_20_2020
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:15:50 PM


Hi, my name is Rachel Nussbaum and I am an Asheville resident. I am writing today to
demand commissioners amend their budget and defund the county sheriff’s office and
detention center by at least 50% immediately.


 


To start, reinvest funds from the sheriff/ jail in ways that effectively address the local
pandemic, including an end to reopening. Only essential businesses should be open requiring
that businesses provide all workers protective gear and uphold mask policy.


 


All city and county schools must choose plan C. The county must provide accessible, free
testing for all who need it, free masks available, and funds for increased pay for frontline
workers.


 


Address over-tourism,  meaning the county must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the
TDA and its advertising. The county must open hotels for the unhoused to prioritize their
health and wellbeing.


 


The Buncombe County Sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the Covid pandemic.
Durham county’s sheriff has made this commitment already. Buncombe’s must too.


 


Finally, the pandemic response must direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at
risk. The county must invest in the economic wellbeing of black, brown, and indigenous
residents, commit resources to eliminate racial opportunity gap and provide deeply affordable
housing, land provisions, mental healthy services, rent subsidies, eviction diversion, free
public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.


I urge you to listen to your citizens. Do what is right. Be bold and courageous enough to break
the mold. Reallocate half of the police and jail budget into the community and watch as it
thrives. We cannot afford to lose anymore valuable, talented, vibrant, black brown and
indigenous lives in our community, be it to police brutality or being priced out/ having to
relocate due to lack of affordable housing and economic opportunity. 


Thank you — I believe you can and will do what is necessary for our public safety. 
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From: Kari Richmond
To: Public Comments
Subject: Support solar panel bond
Date: Saturday, July 18, 2020 10:07:57 AM


Dear County Commissioners,


I am a resident of West Asheville and am so excited to hear of the project to put solar panels on many of our public
buildings, including my child’s school, the soon-to-be-renamed Vance Elementary! I’m so proud of our awesome
city and county for leading the way on sustainability! I urge you to vote in favor of the bond for solar energy!


Thanks,
Kari Richmond
828-545-0990
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From: m
To: Public Comments
Subject: July 21 Meeting Comments: People Over Profit
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:06:35 PM


Good Afternoon,
My name is Marissa and I live in Asheville. I am writing today to demand commissioners
amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least
50% immediately and reallocate those funds to social, educational, and public health
programs serving local Black residents and communities of color. Covid-19 is causing
exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ
damage, insurmountable economic detriments, and severe mental health effects.
Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health
crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the pandemic
locally and to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively
alleviate the effects of the pandemic in Buncombe County. This plan should include an end
to the reopening. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. If
schools reopen with any kind of in-person instruction, the CDC guidelines must be followed
strictly, and in fact be used as the MINIMUM safety protocols for ensuring children care
able to access the benefits of being in school while keeping them and our ENTIRE
community safe.
The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available
for everyone who doesn't have them, and funds for increased pay and support for frontline
medical and emergency workers. We must address over-tourism, and that means the
County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The
County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and
wellbeing. The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the
COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must,
too. And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest
hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic response must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable
housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free
public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From: Wednesday
To: Public Comments
Subject: Comment
Date: Sunday, July 19, 2020 11:06:26 PM


Hello!


My name is Karly Hartzman I am a UNCA graduate and I live in the Haw Creek area of
Asheville. 


I am writing you to so these demands will be considered at your next meeting:


First, please stop the reopening of Asheville. Only essential businesses that supply their
employees with proper protective measures for the virus and mask policies should remain
open. 


All city and county schools must choose plan C. Refuse to send our students back to school for
in person learning. Having students attend school physically risks subjecting them to this
deadly virus.


Shut down all leisure travel and abolish the Tourism Development Authority. 


Open hotels instead to the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. 


The Buncombe County Sheriff MUST halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic.
Durham county's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too.


The pandemic response MUST direct funds to our hardest hit and at most risk communities,
especially immigrant communities.


Also, the county MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of our Black and Brown residents
by providing deeply affordable housing, land provisions, equitable education outcomes,
mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and
restorative justice services.


Where the money would come from to support these demands? 
Cut the sheriff and jail budgets by 50% and reinvest that money in the efforts described
above. 


Thank you,
Karly Hartzman
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From: Scott T
To: Public Comments
Subject: Defund Buncombe County Sheriff’s Office.
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:54:53 PM


Hi, my name is Scott Thompson and I’m from Asheville and I am emailing to demand you
defund the Buncombe County Sheriff’s office.


The county has had an abysmal handling of the pandemic and in the midst of citizens in the
streets demanding the defunding of police and prisons, there is a clear path forward to
ensuring the safety of your citizens instead of prioritizing the profits of the wealthy tourism
business owners.  I'm asking the following of you:


a)  Close down Buncombe County again.  The only businesses that should be open are
essential businesses.  CLOSE THE TOURIST TRAPS.  Abolish the Tourism Development
Authority, they have far too much sway on local politics and their agenda endangers the well
being of locals.


b)  Defund the Buncombe County Sheriff's office and redistribute that budget to the
community to support them during this pandemic.  Especially black and latinx communities
which are being disproportionately affected by this pandemic.  Our communities need those
resources not jails and cops.


The Buncombe County Health Board recently pronounced racism a local health crisis. It’s
time. County Government MUST cut the Sheriff and the Jail budgets by at least 50%, end the
pandemic, abolish gentrification promoting and virus enabling organizations such as the TDA,
and invest in Black, Indigenous, and People of Color in the new economy free from the grips
of overtourism.


Thank you for your time,
Scott Thompson
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From: Mary Campbell
To: Public Comments
Subject: Please help the citizens who live here
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:41:00 PM


Dear Buncombe County Government,


I expect tax dollar money to be used for making the community function and thrive.  Please 
do not use government money to promote tourism. It is very clear to me that during a highly 
contagious pandemic, tourism is dangerous for the citizens who live here.   There are so 
many other ways that you can invest in the community that would be better.  Please do 
what is best for the citizens who live here.  Provide support for the people who are truly 
struggling due to this pandemic.  Also definitely stop throwing money towards tourism.  


Thank you,
Mary Campbell, Buncombe County Resident
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From: Lea Dutton
To: Public Comments
Subject: Please vote to install solar panels
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:52:38 PM


       Hello,


        


       I am writing to ask for your vote to install the solar panels on the county-owned
buildings. This would move Buncombe County closer to reaching the 100%
renewable energy goal, reduce utility bills over 30 to 40 years and provide good local
jobs.


Thank you for your consideration.


       Sincerely.


       Lea Dutton


       343 Hillside Street


       Asheville, NC 28801
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From: abby traywick
To: Public Comments
Subject: Demands for AVL
Date: Sunday, July 19, 2020 12:27:06 PM


Hi, my name is Abby and I live in Asheville. I am emailing today to demand commissioners amend
their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least 50%
immediately. 


 The County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the
diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations
for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and
that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to
return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it,
free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support
for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the
County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County
must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic. Durham
County's sheriff has made this commitment therefore Buncombe's must too. And finally, the
pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk,
especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center around the needs of communities of color. Going
forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous
residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable
housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all. 


Thank you for your time, Abby 
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From: Lauren
To: Public Comments
Subject: Commissioner Meeting Comment
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:17:02 PM


Hi, my name is Lauren nd I live in Asheville, NC. I am
emailing today to demand commissioners amend their
budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19
is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to
last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health
Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis.
Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to
effectively address the local pandemic and to fund
reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous
neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff
and jail in ways that effectively address the local
pandemic. This plan should include an end to the
reopening. Only essential businesses should be open,
with a requirement that businesses provide all workers
with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld.
All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and
refuse to return to in person learning. The county must
provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free
masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and
funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers. We must address overtourism,
and that means the County must shut down all leisure
travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The
County must open hotels for the unhoused community to
prioritize their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe
County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during
the COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has
made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And
finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds
towards communities hardest hit and most at risk,
especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of
communities of color. Going forward, the County MUST
invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and
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Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the
racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable
housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all."


Too many of my friends in the service industry are afraid
for their lives or have already gotten sick. We should not
be forcing their lives on the line to cater to the desires of
entitled tourists. It's ludicrous. 


Thanks,


Lauren  








From: Mary Bolch
To: Public Comments
Subject: County budget and COVID
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:57:28 PM


Hello,


My name is Mary and I'm a resident of Asheville. I am demanding the commissioners amend
their budget and defund the county sheriff's office and detention center by at least 50%
immediately. COVID-19 is killing our community members, or leaving them with lifetime
organ damage.


As the county health board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis, commissioners
need to effectively address the local pandemic, and to fund reparations for our Black, Brown,
and Indigenous neighbors.


To start, please redirect the funds from the sheriff and jail toward local pandemic response and
prevention. This includes postponing reopening; only essential businesses should be open,
with a requirement that all businesses provide all workers with PPE and enforce a mask
policy.


Free testing and free masks must be available, as well as increased pay for medical and
emergency workers. All city and county schools should refuse to return to in-person learning. 


Also, the TDA must be abolished, and tourism de-emphasized, to keep residents of Buncombe
safe from travelers who may be carrying COVID. Evictions must also be halted during the
pandemic. Finally, pandemic response must direct funds toward communities hardest hit and
most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


Sincerely,
Mary Bolch
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 8287077547
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:17:35 PM
Attachments: 3551704F-663F-46D2-BAC8-C4DFB9A9BDCC.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8287852380
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:58:12 PM
Attachments: 74F4C2ED-FCE7-428F-87FB-4E8652762161.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Caroline Sprinkle
To: Public Comments
Subject: Defund APD
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:59:57 AM


As a resident of Asheville, I demand that you effectively address the pandemic by stopping reopening, having all
schools choose Plan C, shutting down all leisure travel, providing accessible, free testing, halting evictions from
COVID, and directing funds to communities that have been hit the hardest.


I also demand thy you PAY REPARATIONS to Black and Brown residents. Cut the Sheriff and jail budgets by at
least 50% to do so. Invest in our Black residents and communities!


Caroline Sprinkle


Sent from my iPhone
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 8285457175
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 8:26:23 AM
Attachments: C83B4EEE-1C8E-4533-A3E9-7D459530BD4D.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.



mailto:BC.Voicemail@buncombecounty.org

mailto:Public.Comments@buncombecounty.org








From: Jazmin Francesca
To: Public Comments
Subject: Upcoming County Meeting
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 1:59:25 PM


Hi, my name is Jazmin and I live in Asheville. I am calling today to demand 
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and 
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential 
harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ 
damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health Board 
acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is 
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund 
reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that 
effectively address the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the 
reopening. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that 
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is 
upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to 
in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who 
need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for 
increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers. We 
must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut down all 
leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County must open 
hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The 
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID 
pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe must 
too. And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities 
hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. 
Going forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, 
Brown, and Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial 
opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental 
health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation, 
and restorative justice services for all. 
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 4046653261
Date: Friday, July 17, 2020 6:40:34 PM
Attachments: A100B112-92D0-4CB1-82E7-6140456354E4.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Rebecca Baylor
To: Public Comments
Subject: Re: County Government Budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 9:17:53 AM


Hi, my name is Becky Baylor and I live in Black Mountain. I am writing to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention
Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our
neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime.
Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis.
Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and
to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential
businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with
protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose
Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free
testing for all who need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds
for increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address
overtourism, and that means the County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA
and its advertising. The County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize
their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions
during the COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment.
Buncombe's must too. And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards
communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable
housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free
public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.


Becky Baylor
1 Woodlands Drive
Black Mountain NC, 28711
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From: Cassidy Doyle
To: Public Comments
Subject: County Budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 11:40:59 AM


Hi, my name is Cassidy Doyle and I live in Arden. I am contacting you today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center
by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the
County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our
Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and
that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to
return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it,
free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support
for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the
County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County
must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic. Durham
County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And finally, the pandemic
response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially
immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing,
land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all.
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From: Sara Moran
To: Public Comments
Subject: public comment
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:58:01 PM


Hello,


My name is Sara Moran and I live in Asheville, North Carolina. I am writing today to demand
that commissioners amend their budget and defund the county sheriff's office and
detention center by at least 50 % immediately. 
As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic. This plan must also include an end to the reopening. People are losing
their lives due to covid-19, we should not be promoting tourism while our own community
suffers. Only essential business should be open. Businesses must be required to provide all
workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. 
All city and county must choose plan c, and refuse to return to in person learning. The county
must provide accessible testing for all who need it, free masks, and funds for increased pay
and support for frontline essential workers. \
The county must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The
county must reopen hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and
wellbeing. Evictions must also halt during the covid pandemic. Durham county's sheriff has
made this commitment Buncombe's sheriff must too. 
The pandemic response must direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk,
especially immigrant communities. 
The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
county must invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown and Indegenious residents.
Commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap. Provide deeply affordable housing,
land provisions, mental health services, rent subsides and eviction diversion, free public
transportation and restorative justice for all. 


Thank You,
Sara Moran
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From: Mineko Shannon
To: Public Comments
Subject: AMEND THE BUDGET
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:23:48 PM


As a resident of West Asheville, I am extremely disturbed at how the County has been dealing
with the Pandemic. 


The Buncombe County Health Board recently identified RACISM as a LOCAL HEALTH
CRISIS.


I am demanding that the Commissioners amend their budget and DEFUND the County
Sheriff's Office and Detention Center by AT LEAST 50% IMMEDIATELY.


Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving
them with organ damage to last a lifetime.  As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the
sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the local pandemic.  This plan should include
an end to the reopening, only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld.  All
city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning.  The
County must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for
everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers.


We must address overtourism, and that means the county must shut down all leisure travel and
abolish the TDA and its advertising.  The county must open hotels for the unhoused
community to prioritize their health and wellbeing.  The Buncombe County Sheriff must also
halt enforcing evictions during the Covid pandemic.  Durham County's Sheriff has made this
commitment. Buncombe's must too.  Finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds
towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


Please get HUMANITY'S PRIORITIES in order!!!!


Thank you,
Mineko
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 9196041887
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:47:12 PM
Attachments: 87DA202C-CFDD-4B0E-B65D-694EDE4080B9.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: victoria1estes
To: Public Comments
Subject: What Buncombe Co. Needs
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:29:50 PM


Dear County Commissioners, 


I am a constituent from Arden, NC and I am writing
you today in regards to many issues that are
coming before Buncombe County. As follows are
some suggestions as to how we can move forward
equitably and justly. 


a) The County must STOP THE REOPENING!
Only essential businesses should be open, with a
requirement that businesses provide all workers
with protective gear and that the mask policy is
upheld.


b) All city and county schools must choose Plan C.
Refuse to return to in person learning.


c) Shut down all leisure travel and abolish the
Tourism Development Authority (TDA)


d) Provide accessible, free testing for all who need
it. Free masks available for everyone who doesn't
have one. Funds for increased pay and support for
frontline medical and emergency workers.


e) Open hotels for the unhoused community to
prioritize their health and wellbeing.


f) The Buncombe County sheriff must halt
enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic.
Durham County's sheriff has made this
commitment. Buncombe's must too.


g) The pandemic response MUST direct funds
towards communities hardest hit and most at risk,
especially immigrant communities.


h) The County MUST invest in the economic
wellbeing of Black and Brown residents, deeply
affordable housing, land provisions, equitable
education outcomes, mental health services, rent
subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services.


I hope you will take this to heart and act
accordingly as to the demands for justice you have
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been hearing from the county's residents. 


Thank you for your time.


-V
"Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of
bitterness." -Martin Luther King Jr.








From: Mitchell Schwartz
To: Public Comments
Subject: Re: Rebudgeting
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 6:46:57 PM


Hello County Officials,


My name is Mitchell Schwartz, my sister has been a resident of Asheville for just about 5 years now. She currently
lives in the 28704 zip in Buncombe County.


I am writing to you today to demand that County Commissioners amend their budget and defund the County
Sheriff's Office and Detention Center by at least 50% immediately.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the Sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the local pandemic.
COVID19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family and friends or leaving them with organ
damage to last a lifetime. This plan should include an end to the reopening of schools and further opening of the
city's businesses at large. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all
workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld.


All city and county schools must choose Plan C and refuse to return to in person learning.


The County must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't
have one and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers.


We must address overtourism and that means the county must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and
its advertising.


The County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing.


The Buncombe County Sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic. Durham County's
Sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe County's must too.


Finally, the pandemic response must direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially
immigrant communities. The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward,
the Count must invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown and Indigenous residents. Commit resources to
eliminate the racial opportunity gap and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services,
rent subsidies, eviction diversion,free public transportation and restorative justice services for all.


Please help us create a better Asheville for my sisters future, and the people Asheville’s future.


-Mitchell
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 5124660465
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:52:22 PM
Attachments: 64098ED6-EB4E-4BD1-A899-C145CA09AC03.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Chloe Moore
To: Public Comments
Subject: Address the pandemic, address local racism
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 6:42:37 PM


Dear County Commissioners,


My name is Chloë Moore and I live in Asheville. I am calling today to demand commissioners
amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least
50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family, and
friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County
Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our
Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.
As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic.


This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses should be open,
with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask
policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in-
person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free
masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support
for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means
the County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The
County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing.
The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And
finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most
at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable
housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free
public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.


I urge you to hear the many voices calling for justice and action.


Sincerely,


Chloë Moore
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 7047462638
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:05:43 PM
Attachments: 4B58D0C7-55D9-4BBA-BD68-6ED836ED611A.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8456645456
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:50:38 PM
Attachments: EBDEB7C7-1952-448B-A494-742FA9E2B5AF.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8282420072
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:12:44 PM
Attachments: CD7AB45A-F400-4C36-8DD0-6E3337A6D40F.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8283376107
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:22:53 PM
Attachments: F94C0C78-10CA-467E-A118-41A61F342899.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.



mailto:BC.Voicemail@buncombecounty.org

mailto:Public.Comments@buncombecounty.org








From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8284908267
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:05:34 PM
Attachments: 3F998A6F-F0CB-43E1-BE61-CD483926C754.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Cathy Holt
To: Public Comments
Subject: Solar bond proposal
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:29:36 PM


Dear Commissioners, 


I am a resident of Buncombe County. I am urging you to approve the $10.2 million solar bond
proposal. This funding can help Buncombe County move towards the 100% renewable energy goal and
invest in the local economy, while saving money on utility bills. How does saving the county $1 million a
year in energy costs for 30 to 40 years sound? Please vote yes on Tuesday.
 


This solar proposal would install about 6,700 KW of solar photovoltaics on 40 schools and buildings in
Buncombe County. The solar panels would be installed by an employee-owned solar company based
right here in Buncombe County – thus supporting the local economy. The prices offered to install these
solar projects are millions of dollars cheaper than what County staff first estimated. 


Buncombe County made a commitment in 2017 to move our county to 100% renewable energy. Voting
yes to these projects is an important step to start making progress on this commitment.


Thank you for reading my comments. Again, this is a win-win proposal!


Cathy Holt
Asheville
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 6316811572
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 6:20:15 PM
Attachments: BD515A6C-E49B-410F-A681-874BDF94A55B.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Heather Harmon
To: Public Comments
Subject: Your constituents are dying and REPEATEDLY denied their basic human rights, for the sake of tourism.
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:44:40 PM


Hi. My name is Heather Harmon, and I live in Asheville. Not only do I live in Asheville, but I
work at a community health center where I am required to screen for COVID symptoms in
patients and employees.... in 80+ degree weather, in a face shield and mask.... for 5 hours at a
time. Previously, I worked at the YWCA as a preschool teacher.


I am writing to demand commissioners amend their budget and defund the county sheriff's
office and detention center by at least 50% immediately.COVID-19 is causing exponential
harm by killing our neighbors, family and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a
life time.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential
businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with
protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld.


All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in-person learning.
The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for
everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers.


We must address overtourism, and that means the county must shut down all leisure travel and
abolish the TDA and and its advertising. The county must open hotels for the unhoused
community to prioritize their health and wellbeing.


The Buncombe County Sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's Sheriff has made this committment. Buncombe's must too. 


Finally, the pandemic response must direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at
risk, especially immigrant communities. The pandemic management center the needs of
communities of color. Going forward, the county must invest in the economic wellbeing of
black,  brown, and indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity
gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice services for
all.
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From: Emily Trimnal
To: Public Comments
Subject: Comment on Buncombe county meeting
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 9:13:50 AM


Hi, my name is Emily and I live in Candler. I am emailing today to demand commissioners amend their budget and
defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing
exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime.
Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the
diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our Black,
Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the local pandemic.
This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools
must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for
all who need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for
frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut
down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County must open hotels for the unhoused
community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions
during the COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And
finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially
immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the County MUST
invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the
racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies
and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 9195991670
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:42:31 PM
Attachments: 300C20DF-F39B-4108-A430-8A80692EDB2C.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8285450560
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:41:48 PM
Attachments: 9BD21EA3-D187-4386-89EE-E4D2BD2D64F9.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Graham Webb
To: Public Comments
Subject: Reparations to Buncombe County"s Black Community
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:12:26 PM


Hi, 


My name is Graham Webb, a resident and native of Asheville, and I am emailing to demand
that Buncombe County invests in Reparations for its Black community. 


Repurpose funds from sources that disproportionately cause harm to Black people and people
of color, like the Shariff and Jail budgets. Use those funds for things like affordable housing,
public transportation, investment in Black business, and more equitable education. 


Follow the lead of Asheville in this regard, and answer the city council's call for Buncombe
County to make reparations. 


- Graham Webb 
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 7046812330
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:28:01 PM
Attachments: 63D958FA-D47F-4802-BC8F-A42656DBD1C0.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.



mailto:BC.Voicemail@buncombecounty.org

mailto:Public.Comments@buncombecounty.org








From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 9192687398
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:42:55 PM
Attachments: 7202DA83-5D1A-4FE3-AC58-15D423642493.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: amandamcitro
To: Public Comments
Subject: divest from police, invest in community
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:22:49 PM


My name is Amanda Citro, of Candler NC, and I am emailing to demand that the
commissioners amend their budget and immediately take action to defund the county sheriff's
office and detention center by at least 50%. This money should be used in ways that support
the community instead, especially in terms of making testing for COVID more accessible and
providing masks to anyone who needs them. Our community needs support, not more people
put in jail. People need to be supported in staying home and the county must shut down all
non-essential businesses. Prioritizing tourism right now shows a lack of concern for people
who live in buncombe county, and must be stopped. Invest in community, divest from the
police, jail and tourism. 


Amanda Citro
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From: Arcade Willis
To: Public Comments
Subject: A demand for Buncombe county
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:51:26 PM


Hello,


My name is Arcade Willis, and I have worked and attended school in Buncombe county for the last four years. I am
commenting to demand commissioners amend their budget to defund the county sheriffs office and detention center
by at least 50%.


The county health board has acknowledge that racism is a public health crisis: we need the local effects of the
pandemic to be addressed immediately, with a particular emphasis on centering the Black, Brown and Indigenous
communities who are most affected by paying reparations. To even begin to address the historical and present racial
injustices in our county, Buncombe county must provide affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services,
rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation and restorative justice services.


To address the pandemic, the funds diverted from the sheriff’s department and jail should be invested in managing
COVID-19 by ending all reopening, requiring businesses to provide workers with PPE. City and county schools
must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning. Buncombe county should provide free testing, masks
and funds for increasing the pay and support of medical frontline workers.


Overtourism must also be addressed - all leisure travel should be shut down immediately, while the TDA and it’s
advertising should be abolished. The county must open hotels for houseless people, and end evictions during the
pandemic. Durham county’s sheriff has committed to ending evictions - Buncombe should follow suit.


Thanks,


Arcade Willis
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From: Shay Amill
To: Public Comments
Subject: Defund APD
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:24:19 PM


Hi my name is Shay Amill and I live in Asheville. I am writing this email to urge you to
amend Buncombe County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center and defund by at least 50%.
As a start, please reallocate the funds taken from the Sheriff and jail to the Black and Brown
People in this county. The funds could be used for affordable housing, land provisions, mental
health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation and
transformative justice opportunities for all. DEFUND NOW! DEFUND NOW! DEFUND
NOW! DEFUND NOW! DEFUND NOW! 


Thank you, 
(Your name)
-- 
Shay Amill
(They/Them/Theirs) 
shay.amill4688@gmail.com
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8286917399
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:46:04 PM
Attachments: DA757584-5FD5-431C-B401-E702B2723AF9.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8288176391
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 11:19:21 AM
Attachments: F28B867C-6AB7-4E15-8A4A-85C32ECBE2A9.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: jerry guy
To: Public Comments
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 9:09:42 AM


I want to see the commissioners amend their budget and
defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center
by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing
exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family, and
friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a
lifetime. 


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff
and jail in ways that effectively address the local
pandemic. This plan should include an end to the
reopening. Only essential businesses should be open,
with a requirement that businesses provide all workers
with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld.
All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and
refuse to return to in person learning. The county must
provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free
masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and
funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers. We must address overtourism,
and that means the County must shut down all leisure
travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The
County must open hotels for the unhoused community to
prioritize their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe
County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during
the COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has
made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And
finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds
towards communities hardest hit and most at risk,
especially immigrant communities.
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The pandemic management must center the needs of
communities of color. Going forward, the County MUST
invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and
Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the
racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable
housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all.  


County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a
public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official, we
need you to effectively address the local pandemic and
to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous
neighbors.  








From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 9802309567
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:37:35 PM
Attachments: C83ADE24-E37B-4B76-98BC-AD5AA33C4638.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Meghan
To: Public Comments
Subject: Defund Police & Reinvest in Our Community
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 9:29:06 AM


Hi, my name is Meghan Moore-Hubbard and I live in west Asheville. I am writing today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center
by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the
County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our
Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and
that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to
return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it,
free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support
for frontline medical and emergency workers.The County must open hotels for the unhoused
community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt
enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this
commitment. Buncombe's must too. And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds
towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing,
land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all. 


Sincerely, 


Meghan Moore-Hubbard


Sent from my iPhone
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 9196041887
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:52:47 PM
Attachments: 8DA5BBA1-E369-4BF5-8FAC-8FE0002A3648.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 9523220680
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:57:46 PM
Attachments: C926D79A-8060-4DC7-BA2E-CCD6C9FA769C.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Beatrice Nathan
To: Public Comments
Subject: Solar Bond
Date: Friday, July 17, 2020 11:47:28 AM


Dear Commissioners,


As a parent and resident of Buncombe County. I want you to approve the $10.2
solar bond proposal. With this funding we can get Buncombe County to the
100% renewable energy goal, invest in the local economy, and save money on
utility bills. Please vote yes on Tuesday.


 


This solar proposal would install about 6,700 KW of solar on 40 schools and
buildings in Buncombe County – the equivalent of powering 677 homes entirely
with solar each year. Since these solar energy systems are expected to last 30–
40 years, this is the equivalent of taking 677 homes off the grid.The solar panels
in the proposal would be installed by an employee-owned solar company based
right here in Buncombe County – showing support for the local economy. The
prices offered to install these solar projects are millions of dollars cheaper than
what County staff first estimated, and the energy savings from the solar panels
will actually save the county $1million annually over the life of the solar panels
in energy costs.


Buncombe County made a commitment in 2017 to move our county to 100%
renewable energy. Voting yes to these projects is an important step to start
making progress on this commitment.


Thank you for your consideration.


Beatrice Nathan, 
5 Adamswood Rd. Asheville, NC 28803 


-- 
Beatrice Nathan,
Climate Action Advocate Extraordinaire
She/Her/Hers
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From: Mad Biscuit
To: Public Comments
Subject: Messed up
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 4:12:04 PM


I used to be proud to live in buncombe county but it is so messed up with all this virtue
signaling stuff now that I hardly recognize it and if I could afford it I would move to a more
sensible area like down in McDowell county or eastern tn.  I have Confederate ancestors and I
am appalled at how monuments have been removed in an attempt to appease the Marxist BLM
crowd.  I wish I could refuse to pay my property taxes in protest as I watch a once great city be
destroyed by far left "leaders".
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 9802309567
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:15:46 PM
Attachments: 0064173D-143C-415A-9364-86CCC468692C.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 2402467840
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:28:22 PM
Attachments: A0A87240-CE13-4549-8CEA-3EF81BC88E70.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Jazz R
To: Public Comments
Subject: Upcoming meeting !!!
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:16:35 PM


Hi, my name is Tan and I live in Asheville. I am calling today to demand commissioners
amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at
least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore,
even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now
that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and
to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively
address the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only
essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all
workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county
schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning. The county must
provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for everyone
who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical and
emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut
down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County must open
hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too.
And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit
and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going
forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and
Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and
provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies
and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.
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From: Buddy Spafford
To: Public Comments
Subject: take real action towards addressing Covid.
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:03:26 PM


To whom it may concern. My name is Buddy Spafford and I live in the Deaverview area in
West Asheville.


I am writing to demand that commissioners amend their budget and defund the county sheriff's
office and detention center by at least 50% immediately.COVID-19 is causing exponential
harm by killing our neighbors, family and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a
lifetime.


As a start, reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear
and that the mask policy is upheld.


All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in-person learning.
The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for
everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers.


We must address overtourism, and that means the county must shut down all leisure travel and
abolish the TDA and its advertising. The county must open hotels for the unhoused
community to prioritize their health and wellbeing.


The Buncombe County Sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's Sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. 


Finally, the pandemic response must direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at
risk, especially immigrant communities. The pandemic management must center the needs of
communities of color. Going forward, the county must invest in the economic wellbeing of
black,  brown, and indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity
gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice services for
all.


-Buddy Spafford
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From: Karli Devour
To: Public Comments
Subject: Budget Amendment
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:19:00 PM


Hello County Officials,


My name is Karli Schwartz, I've been a resident of Asheville for just about 5 years now. I
currently live in the 28704 zip in Buncombe County. I am writing to you today to demand that
County Commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff's Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. 


I know you will see many of these same emails and receive many of the same scripted calls
today. I hope someone takes down just how many people are behind what we are demanding
in the following text.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the Sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic. COVID19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family
and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. This plan should include an
end to the reopening of schools and further opening of the city's businesses at large. Only
essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers
with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. 


All city and county schools must choose Plan C and refuse to return to in person learning. 


The County must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for
everyone who doesn't have one and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers. 


We must address overtourism and that means the county must shut down all leisure travel and
abolish the TDA and its advertising. 


The County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and
wellbeing. 


The Buncombe County Sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's Sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe County's must
too. 


Finally, the pandemic response must direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at
risk, especially immigrant communities. The pandemic management must center the needs of
communities of color. Going forward, the Count must invest in the economic wellbeing of
Black, Brown and Indigenous residents. Commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity
gap and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies, eviction diversion,free public transportation and restorative justice services for all. 


Please help us create a better Asheville for our children's future. We all love this town and it
can improve by taking measures to support those who have been disenfranchised for too long.
I hope we can count on you to do the right thing. 
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Karli 








From: Sara Doverspike
To: Public Comments
Subject: City Council Meeting Comment
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:40:12 PM


Hi, my name is Sara Doverspike and I live in Asheville. I am writing today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center
by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the
County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our
Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and
that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to
return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it,
free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support
for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the
County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County
must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic. Durham
County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And finally, the pandemic
response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially
immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing,
land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all.


Kind regards,
Sara



mailto:dspike50@icloud.com

mailto:Public.Comments@buncombecounty.org






From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 8287124617
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 1:40:48 PM
Attachments: 733F3E05-EECB-4153-BC56-D512ABF69206.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Missed call from Outside Caller Tel: 9739802836
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:23:19 PM
Attachments: 5148D2B0-02B1-462D-8B59-46388E6907E4.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: t c
To: Public Comments
Subject: Comment from concerned citizen
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 11:59:37 AM


To whom this may concern,
My name is Tatiana Arturo and I am an Asheville resident. I am writing today to demand 
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff's Office and Detention 
Center by at least 50% immediately. COVID-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our 
neighbors, families, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Not to 
mention the reopening of many hotels and tourist hot spots in Asheville is incredibly 
dishonorable as it continues to put Asheville residents at risk of contracting the virus. 
Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health 
crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local 
pandemic and to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors. 
Please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address 
the local pandemic. 


This plan should include an end to the reopening:


Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses 
provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. 


All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in-person 
learning. 


The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks 
available for everyone who doesn't have one


Funds need to be available for hazard pay and to pay frontline medical and 
emergency workers.


Adress tourism- the County mush shut down leisure travel and abolish the TDA and 
its advertising


Open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and 
wellbeing.


Buncombe County Sheriff needs to halt enforcing evictions during the COVID 
pandemic. (Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment, Buncombe needs to 
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as well)


The pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities who were greatly 
impacted and are at the highest risk, especially immigrant communities.


Please listen to the needs of the community during these devastating times,
Tatiana Arturo








From: Amber Frid
To: Public Comments
Subject: budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:43:48 PM


Hello County Officials,


My name is Amber, I've been a resident of Asheville for just about 10 years now. I currently
live in the 28806 zip in Buncombe County. I am writing to you today to demand that
County Commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff's Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. 


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the Sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic. COVID19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family
and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. This plan should include an
end to the reopening of schools and further opening of the city's businesses at large. Only
essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers
with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. 


All city and county schools must choose Plan C and refuse to return to in person learning. 


The County must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for
everyone who doesn't have one and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers. 


We must address overtourism and that means the county must shut down all leisure travel and
abolish the TDA and its advertising. 


The County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and
wellbeing. 


The Buncombe County Sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's Sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe County's must
too. 


Finally, the pandemic response must direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at
risk, especially immigrant communities. The pandemic management must center the needs of
communities of color. Going forward, the Count must invest in the economic wellbeing of
Black, Brown and Indigenous residents. Commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity
gap and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent
subsidies, eviction diversion,free public transportation and restorative justice services for all. 


Please help us create a better Asheville for our children's future.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 6072066449
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:51:30 PM
Attachments: 456A399B-939F-4ACC-A2D8-7BFB1526E78C.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Lilly-Anne Merat
To: Public Comments
Subject: We are counting on you.
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:10:10 PM


Hi, my name is Lilly-Anne Merat and I have lived in Asheville for 7 years. I am proud to call
this city my home, and was made even prouder thanks to the national headlines our city made
this week with the commitment to reparations for BIPOC. However, I fear that this
commitment will not be upheld. I hope you will prove me wrong.


I demand commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and
Detention Center by at least 50%. We need you to effectively address the local pandemic and
to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors. Covid-19 is causing
exponential harm. Our numbers have skyrocketed, our visitors are numerous and our lives are
at stake. 


I demand that you reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively
address the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential
businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with
protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. 


As a teacher, it pains me to say that city and county schools must choose Plan C and refuse to
return to in-person learning. Though there is no question that in-school learning is crucial, the
Covid numbers we're reporting are not safe. We put our children, teachers, staff, and families
at risk. 


The county must provide free testing, free masks, and funds for increased pay and support for
medical and emergency workers. 


We must address overtourism. We must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and
its advertising. 


The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. 


Finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most
at risk, especially immigrant communities. 


Going forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and
Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide
deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction
diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.


Thank you.
Lilly-Anne Merat
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8134987980
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:18:41 PM
Attachments: 03D5AAFE-B7DA-4D52-A06E-5DBFFC5EB590.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Taylor Labath
To: Public Comments
Subject: Amend the Budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:22:57 PM


To Whom it May Concern:


My name is Taylor Labath and I live in Hendersonville, NC although I was a resident of
Buncombe County for many years. I am emailing today to demand that commissioners amend
their budget and defund the county sheriff's office and detention center by at least 50%
immediately. 


Furthermore, even the county health department acknowledges that racism is a public health
crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local
pandemic and to fund reparations for our black, brown, and indigenous neighbors., 


As a start, reinvest funds taken from the Sherriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic, This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear
and that the mask policy is upheld,. 


All city and county schools must choose plan C, and refuse to return to in-person learning. The
county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for
everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical
and emergency workers. 


We must address tourism, and that means the county must shut down all leisure travel and
abolish the TDA and its advertising. The county must open hotels for the unhoused
community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. 


The Buncombe County Sherriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham county's Sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. Finally,
The pandemic response must direct funds towards communities most at risk, especially
immigrant communities. 


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color, Going forward, the
county must invest in the economic wellbeing of black, brown, and indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable
housing,m land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies, and eviction diversion, free
public transportation, and restorative justice services for all. 


Taylor Labath
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From: GruntWerk
To: Public Comments
Subject: Budget Hearing
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:54:41 PM


Hi, my name is Grant Shumate and I am a resident of Leicester, NC. I am calling today to demand commissioners
amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least 50% immediately.
Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ
damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health
crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund
reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the local pandemic.
This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools
must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for
all who need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for
frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut
down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County must open hotels for the unhoused
community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions
during the COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And
finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially
immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the County MUST
invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the
racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies
and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 7173192939
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 8:48:04 AM
Attachments: 7E062947-3A37-4458-BFCA-563B37FB9BF2.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Eric Frid
To: Public Comments
Subject: Asheville Budget
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:41:24 PM


Hi, my name is  Eric and I live in Asheville. I am calling today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential
harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ
damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health Board
acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund
reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that
effectively address the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the
reopening. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is
upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to
in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who
need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for
increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers. We
must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut down all
leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County must open
hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's
must too. And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards
communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color.
Going forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black,
Brown, and Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial
opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental
health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation,
and restorative justice services for all.
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From: Samuel J. Rogers
To: Public Comments
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:19:57 PM


Hi, my name is Samuel, and I live in West Asheville. I am emailing today to
demand that commissioners defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention
Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by
killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to
last a lifetime. I need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund
reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively
address the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening.
Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses
provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All
city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person
learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it,
free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for
increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers. We
must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut down all
leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County needs to open
hotels for the unhoused and prioritize their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe
County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic.
Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. And finally, the pandemic
response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk,
especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color.
Going forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black,
Brown, and Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial
opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental
health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public transportation,
and restorative justice services for all.
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From: Jason Rotger
To: Public Comments
Subject: Public Comment
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:39:30 PM


"Hi, my name is Jason Rotger and I live in Asheville.
I am calling today to demand commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health
Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to
effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the local pandemic.
This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that
businesses provide all workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools
must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for
all who need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for
frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut
down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County must open hotels for the unhoused
community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions
during the COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And
finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially
immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the County MUST
invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the
racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies
and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice services for all."


Sincerely,


Jason Rotger
5 Ector Street
Apt. G
Asheville, NC 28806
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From: Jazmin Francesca
To: Public Comments
Subject: Upcoming meeting
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:19:30 PM


Hi, my name is Fran and I live in Asheville. I am calling today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and
Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by
killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a
lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a
public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address
the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous
neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively
address the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only
essential businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all
workers with protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county
schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning. The county must
provide accessible, free testing for all who need it, free masks available for everyone
who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support for frontline medical and
emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the County must shut
down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County must open
hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID
pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too.
And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit
and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going
forward, the County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and
Indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and
provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies
and eviction diversion, free public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.
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From: Emory Carpenter
To: Public Comments
Subject: DEFUND THE POLICE
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:45:11 PM


Hi, my name is Emory Carpenter and I live in Leicester. I am emailing today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center
by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the
County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our
Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and
that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to
return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it,
free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support
for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the
County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County
must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic. Durham
County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And finally, the pandemic
response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially
immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing,
land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all.


Thank you for your time,
Emory Carpenter
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From: Jason Linguanti
To: Public Comments
Subject: Public comment from Asheville resident
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:22:03 PM


Greetings,


My name is Jason Lunguanti and I live in Asheville, NC. I am emailing today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention
Center by at least 50% immediately, or at least prevent the budget increase. Covid-19 is
causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with
organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges
that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to
effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and
Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential
businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with
protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose
Plan C, and refuse to return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free
testing for all who need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds
for increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address
overtourism, and that means the County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA
and its advertising. The County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize
their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions
during the COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment.
Buncombe's must too. And finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards
communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.


Best,
Jason Linguanti 
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From: Max
To: Public Comments
Subject: 7/21 Commission Meeting: Halt Reopening & Defund Sheriff"s Office
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:38:10 PM


Buncombe County Commissioners,
 
My name is Max McDonald and I am a resident of Asheville, NC. I am writing to express my
disappointment in the County’s response to the two pandemics in our state: COVID-19 and racism.
Both, as acknowledged by the County Health Board, are public health crises; moreover, they are
intrinsically related due to the systemic disenfranchisement of our Black, Brown, and Indigenous
neighbors.
 
We are demanding that you amend the budget to defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention
Center by at least 50% and reinvest those funds into an appropriate pandemic response. This plan
must include an end to reopening; COVID cases continue to rise, in part due to the influx of tourists
from around the country and many locals being forced to return to work in unsafe environments. As
an employee in downtown Asheville, it is incredibly unsettling to see hotels operating in full capacity,
the resulting crowds of tourists, and the disregard for social distancing guidelines.
 
Only essential businesses should be open with a requirement that they provide all workers with
protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All schools must choose Plan C and refuse to
return to in-person learning; any deaths or severe illness as a result of reopening schools is
unacceptable. Free testing and masks must be available and accessible for all, and there must be
increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers. The County must shut
down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA. Hotels must be opened for the unhoused community to
prioritize their health and wellbeing.
 
In addition, the County sheriff must halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic. Forcing
people out into the streets will do nothing but harm the local community. Durham County has
already made this commitment, and Buncombe must as well.
 
Lastly, the pandemic response must direct funds towards communities most at risk, particularly
immigrant, Black, Brown, and Indigenous communities. Resources must be committed to provide
affordable housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion,
free public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.
 
Max McDonald
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From: Phoebe Krisinski
To: Public Comments
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT- amend the budget!
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:44:53 PM


Hello,


My name is Phoebe Krisinski and I’m a resident of Asheville. Today I am emailing as a concerned citizen to
demand that commissioners amend their budget by reallocating 50% of sheriffs office and detention center funds.
Please re-invest this money into the community, starting by effectively addressing the local pandemic. Pause the
reopening process! Assure that employers can provide all workers with protective gear! Assure that citizens have
free access to testing if they need it! Provide citizens with free masks if they cannot get one.


The reopening process thus far has demonstrated that county leadership values tourism over the health and safety of
its own community. Hotels opened back up at full capacity and cases in this county are now skyrocketing. The local
populations being hit the hardest by this virus are communities of color and immigrant families—this is
unacceptable and they need your support. The pandemic response must center these marginalized populations!


Show the people who you truly represent by funding community well-being. This looks like prioritizing affordable
housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies, evection diversion, free public transportation, and
restorative justice for all!


Thank you for taking the time to hear my comment,


Phoebe Krisinski


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jean Hussey
To: Public Comments
Subject: Solar Panels
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:34:09 PM


How exciting it would be for Vance Elementary to get solar panels! The benefits of
having solar panels on government buildings, including schools, would be great for
the environment and human health. Asheville gets a lot of sun year round making
Buncombe county a perfect place to install solar panels. Our magnet at Vance
Elementary is ecology and what a great learning opportunity solar power would be
for our students. We will be able to use the data from the on-site solar energy
systems to teach students math, learn more about energy through watching firsthand
how shifting panel angles can affect power production, science in regards to simple
machines and sun and Earth, research, and more. Drawing less from fossil fuels will
positively influence the impact we have on the environment and student education. I
am thrilled this opportunity is coming to our community and our school.
-- 
Jean Hussey
1st Grade
Vance Elementary
jean.husseystone@acsgmail.net
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From: Daniel Shaneyfelt
To: Public Comments
Subject: Pandemic response/Defund
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:38:06 PM


Hi, my name is Daniel Shaneyfelt and I live in Asheville. I am emailing today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center
by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the
County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our
Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and
that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to
return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it,
free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support
for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the
County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County
must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic. Durham
County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And finally, the pandemic
response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially
immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing,
land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all.


Thank you. 
Daniel Shaneyfelt
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8282165444
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:22:10 PM
Attachments: 20C7A23C-5F38-42F5-B827-99CEDACD5495.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: BC Voicemail
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voice Message from Outside Caller Tel: 8287799898
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:42:19 PM
Attachments: 83340EF3-28AC-4E6A-BF23-3ABAAA33817C.WAV


Sender's comments are located in WAV file at end of message.
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From: Jess Fox
To: Public Comments
Subject: Budget Notes
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:54:44 PM


Hello!


          My name is Jessica Fox and I live in East Asheville. I'd like to demand that
commissioners amend their budget by defunding the County Sheriff's office and
detention center by at least 50% as soon as possible. The Coronavirus is harming our
fellow citizens beyond repair, so to start, please reinvest funds taken from the Sheriff
and jail in ways that effectively address this pandemic locally. This plan should
involve putting a stop to the reopening. Only essential businesses should be open,
with a requirement that these businesses provide their workers with protective gear
and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools should choose Plan C
and refuse to return to in-person learning. Educators must be provided extra support
and materials for at-home schooling. The county must provide accessible, free testing.
Increased pay and support should be provided for frontline medical and emergency
workers. The county must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its
advertising. The county must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize
their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe County Sheriff must also halt enforcing
evictions during the COVID-19 pandemic. Durham County’s Sheriff has made this
commitment! Buncombe’s must, too! The pandemic response must direct funds
towards communities hit hardest and most at risk, especially immigrant communities
and communities of color. Going forward, the county must invest in the economic
wellbeing of Black, brown, and indigenous residents, commit resources to eliminate
the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing, land provisions,
mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all. We have the abilities to do all of
these great things for our fellow human. It is up to you to prove that you genuinely
work for the people. Please do not let us down. These demands will prove a
phenomenal start to make for a better, safer, and happier city all around.


Thank you very much for your attention.
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From: Whitney Whittington
To: Public Comments
Subject: Defund Asheville Police
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:15:06 PM


To Whom It May Concern,


My name is Whitney Whittington, and I live in South Asheville. I am e-mailing to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center
by at least 50% immediately! Covid-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our neighbors,
family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the
County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is
official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and to fund reparations for our
Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and
that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C and refuse to
return to in-person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it,
free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support
for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the
County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County
must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health, safety, and well-being. The
Buncombe County Sheriff must, also, halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic.
Durham County's Sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must, too. And finally, the
pandemic response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk,
especially immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic well-being of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing,
land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all. My majority Black neighborhood deserves to
live free from police oppression and brutality and fear of dying from a virus that is continually
downplayed as a hoax. Our Asheville residents DESERVE better!! Defund the police on the road
to abolishing the police. Invest in communities' education and health, NOT militarization. 


Thank you, 


Whitney Whittington
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From: Kathryn Walker
To: Public Comments
Subject: Divest funds from the Sheriff"s office
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:24:56 PM


Hello commissioners:


I live in Asheville and write to demand that commissioners amend their budget and defund the
county sheriff's office and detention center by at least 50% immediately. Please immediately
reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the local
pandemic, including: free accessible testing for all who need it, free masks, and support for
frontline medical and emergency workers. Overtourism must stop and non-essential
businesses should be supported as they close. Hotel space for our houseless residents should
be made available. Like Durham, NC, our sheriff must halt evictions during the pandemic, and
funds should be directed to our hardest hit communities--including immigrant communities. 


Mental and physical health services must be made widely available and organizations that
support basic needs must be supported. Your constituents need you to act--our lives are on the
line. 


Sincerely, 


Kathryn J. Walker


-- 
Kathryn Walker
KathrynWalker@alumni.unc.edu
(336)675-6786
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From: Ciera
To: Public Comments
Subject: Budget and COVID concerns
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 1:34:31 PM


Hi, my name is Ciera Sweitzer and I live in Asheville, North Carolina. I am a lifelong resident of
Buncombe county. I am emailing today to demand commissioners amend their budget and defund
the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center by at least 50% immediately. Covid-19 is causing
exponential harm by killing our neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage
to last a lifetime. Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a
public health crisis. Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local
pandemic and to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.


As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address the
local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential businesses
should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with protective gear and
that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose Plan C, and refuse to
return to in person learning. The county must provide accessible, free testing for all who need it,
free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds for increased pay and support
for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address overtourism, and that means the
County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA and its advertising. The County
must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize their health and wellbeing. The
Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions during the COVID pandemic. Durham
County's sheriff has made this commitment. Buncombe's must too. And finally, the pandemic
response MUST direct funds towards communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially
immigrant communities.


The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County MUST invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable housing,
land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free public
transportation, and restorative justice services for all.
Thank you for your time, 
Ciera Sweitzer 
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From: Julius DeVillo
To: Public Comments
Subject: Demands for County Budget and Reparations
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:04:59 PM


Hello,
My name is Julius DeVillo and I am a UNC Asheville student. I am emailing today to demand
commissioners amend their budget and defund the County Sheriff’s Office and Detention
Center by at least 50% immediately. COVID-19 is causing exponential harm by killing our
neighbors, family, and friends or leaving them with organ damage to last a lifetime.
Furthermore, even the County Health Board acknowledges that racism is a public health crisis.
Now that the diagnosis is official, we need you to effectively address the local pandemic and
to fund reparations for our Black, Brown, and Indigenous neighbors.
As a start, please reinvest funds taken from the sheriff and jail in ways that effectively address
the local pandemic. This plan should include an end to the reopening. Only essential
businesses should be open, with a requirement that businesses provide all workers with
protective gear and that the mask policy is upheld. All city and county schools must choose
Plan C, and refuse to return to in-person learning. The county must provide accessible, free
testing for all who need it, free masks available for everyone who doesn't have one, and funds
for increased pay and support for frontline medical and emergency workers. We must address
overtourism, and that means the County must shut down all leisure travel and abolish the TDA
and its advertising. The County must open hotels for the unhoused community to prioritize
their health and wellbeing. The Buncombe County sheriff must also halt enforcing evictions
during the COVID pandemic. Durham County's sheriff has made this commitment.
Buncombe's must too. Finally, the pandemic response MUST direct funds towards
communities hardest hit and most at risk, especially immigrant communities.
The pandemic management must center the needs of communities of color. Going forward, the
County must invest in the economic wellbeing of Black, Brown, and Indigenous residents,
commit resources to eliminate the racial opportunity gap, and provide deeply affordable
housing, land provisions, mental health services, rent subsidies and eviction diversion, free
public transportation, and restorative justice services for all.
Thank you,
Julius DeVillo
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