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Sent: 2/22/2021 11:33:46 AM
To: AshevilleNCCouncil@ashevillenc.gov
Cc:
Subject: Hotel Development Policy Comment

Dear Council Members,

Thank you for the revisions you made to the hotel development policy proposed at the last Council meeting on February
9th. These improvements to this policy bring us closer to enacting justice in the process of hotel development in our
communities, and I appreciate the effort made toward this goal. I believe more can be done, particularly to protect our Black
communities from the negative impacts of allowing new hotels to be built in Asheville. I would like to ask you to table the
vote on this policy to a future date when you have revised the hotel development policy further to include ALL of the
following: (a) A smaller overlay map, (b) more points for hotel developers (to increase their contributions to the Affordable
Housing Fund AND the Reparations Fund), and (c) continued review by City Council (including public comment) for
approval of every hotel development proposal. These additional adjustments to the policy will limit new hotel growth, make
sure new hotels are built in the right places away from Urban Renewal Program areas, offer substantial benefits to all our
communities, and maintain the essential element of public accountability and community involvement in these critical
decisions. 

As an Asheville native who cares deeply about the equity of our "everyday" Asheville I urge you to consider these
measures.  You have the power to set the pace and precedent for hotel development with our residents in mind and I
acknowledge that your decision must ultimately balance the well being of our local population with the economic advantages
of our tourism industry.  If we cannot successfully tackle the hotel tax locally to invest infrastructure, affordable housing and
regenerative investment in our marginalized communities this measure is an actionable step you can take today.

Thanks,

Chip Howell
Malvern Hills


