From: Sarah Benoit <sarahbenoit@ashevillenc.onmicrosoft.com>

Sent: 2/22/2021 6:35:56 PM
To: AshevilleNCCouncil@ashevillenc.gov
Cc:

Subject: public input for 2/23/21 Unfinished Business A and B

First of all | want to thank councilwoman Roney for sharing more details about the situation with the hotel development policy and for answering community
questions and clarifying the issue with the public.
Second, thank you for the revisions you made to the hotel development policy proposed at the last Council meeting on February 9th. These improvements to
this policy bring us closer to enacting justice in the process of hotel development in our communities, and | appreciate the effort made toward this goal.
I still believe more can be done, particularly to protect our Black communities from the negative impacts of allowing new hotels to be builtin Asheville. I also
believe more can be done to protect our local workers and the environment. Because of this, | would like to ask you to table the vote on this policy to a future
date when you have revised the hotel development policy further to include ALL of the following:

® asmaller overlay map

® more points for hotel developers to increase their contributions to the Affordable Housing Fund AND the Reparations Fund, as well as to increase their

use of green building practices and payment of a living wage to all workers

® continued review by City Council (including public comment) for approval of every hotel development proposal
As | said in my public comment last week a€“ the hotel industry historically pays very low wages, which having large negative impacts on our community
overall. | believe if they are to make millions of dollars in our community they must be required to pay a living wage, to build responsibly in a way that protects
the environment (i.e. are clean air, clean water, tree canopy, wildlife, etc), to invest in reparations, to invest in affordable housing, AND to help maintain our
infrastructure (roads, sidewalks, etc). Itis not good enough for them to do one or two of these things. In order to profit off of our city, they must commit to all
of these.
These additional adjustments to the policy will limit new hotel growth, make sure new hotels are builtin the right places away from Urban Renewal Program
areas, offer substantial benefits to all our communities, and maintain the essential element of public accountability and community involvement in these
critical decisions.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sarah Benoit

President of Creative Original, Inc.

Co-founder and Lead Instructor of JB Media Institute, LLC
(828) 242-0277

sarah@ashevillewebdesign.net
sarah@jbmediagrouplic.com

www.sarahbenoit.com

www.jbmediainstitute.com

Connect with me on social media!
http://www.Facebook.com/SarahDBenoit
http://www.Twitter.com/SarahDBenoit
http://www.linkedin.com/in/SarahDBenoit
http://www.instagram.com/sarahdbenoit

"The possession of knowledge does not kill the sense of wonder and mystery. There is always more mystery. a€ce - Anais Nin
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