
From: Marianne Newman <mariannenewman12@gmail.com>
Sent: 2/22/2021 10:15:48 AM
To: AshevilleNCCouncil@ashevillenc.gov
Cc:
Subject: Please do not approve current proposed hotel development policy

First, a sincere thank you to Mayor Manheimer and all City CouncilwomenÂ for persisting in developing the best possible
policy for managing hotel development in Asheville. Progress is certainly being made. Removing all urban renewal areas from
theÂ hotelÂ overlay districts and increasing/realigning the public benefits point system have both improved the proposal
significantly.

I urge you, however, not to approve the proposal in its current form. A better path will be to go back temporarily to the
former system of Council approval for and public comment on all new hotel projects while continuing to refine the new plan
to more clearly reflect our city's top priorities inÂ affordable housing,Â racial equity, and control of gentrification.The
public benefits table needs further revision, additional areas may need to be removed from the hotel overlay maps, the two
review boards' thoughts on their possible consolidation need consideration, and a change to make Council review and public
input a permanent part of the process for all hotel approvals must be included.

Thank you again for struggling with this issue. Please continue to do so for the benefit of all Ashevillians.Â 

Marianne Newman
32 Gaia Lane
Asheville 28806Â 


