
From: Kim Roney <kimroney@avlcouncil.com>
Sent: 2/22/2021 12:53:29 PM
To: Ursula Murphy
Cc:
Subject: Re: comment on hotel overlay map

Ursula, 

I hear you and will continue to push for meaningful action regarding the process and
equitable outcomes on the hotel development decisions. 

Thank you for taking the time to lift your voice on this matter and to add to the
conversation.

With Shared Concern,
Kim

On Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 8:04 AM Ursula Murphy <ursulam@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear city council,

I reviewed the proposed hotel overlay map in advance of the 2/23 meeting.  While an
improvement on the original map, it is still an appalling number of new hotels sites. 
We can do better.

We have seen our hospitality industry suffer greatly due to this ongoing pandemic, we
have seen the number of tents and homeless rise, we have seen crime increase and people
losing their jobs and going without.  Our rivers overflow in the rains and the banks and
hillsides erode.  Trash is all over our streets and sidewalks.  Asheville needs to focus
on being a truly sustainable community that takes care of its own before we allow
extraction of our resources by hoteliers.  Doubling down on hotels will not sustain us
if and when another pandemic or recession hits.  And we cannot talk about reparations
and then turn around and decimate historic African American neighborhoods by surrounding
them with hotels.

The map needs to be MUCH smaller.  It needs to protect historic districts like the
Southside and the points need to be doubled, 22 - 33% is NOT enough.  And remove Lyman
St., Coxe Avenue and all property adjacent to Urban Renewal sites.

Thank you.

Ursula Murphy
Asheville
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