
From: 'Karin Eckert' via councilgroup <AshevilleNCCouncil@ashevillenc.gov>
Sent: 2/22/2021 2:21:51 PM
To: ashevillenccouncil@ashevillenc.gov
Cc:
Subject: New Hotel Overlay Map - Your Febr. 23 Meeting

To Council Members:

After reviewing your deliberations regarding a new map with new guidelines, we are still extremely concerned that we
will get too many additional hotels that absorb our resources and bring more tourists into our small town. Personally,
we avoid downtown between Thursdays noon and Sundays night because, given our relatively small downtown
footprint, our streets and our restaurants are overflowing with tourists. Also not fair to tourists to walk in crowds that
resemble NYC 7th Avenue at rush hour? 

From a city planning perspective, I assume there are standards of best practice to determine optimal number of
tourists, taking  into consideration size of town, population, existing # of hotel beds, parking, dining etc.
Where is Asheville positioned in that context? When are we reaching our saturation point?

We also believe all hotel proposals should come before Council, our elected representatives, for approval. The whole
process should be based on our, the City's, needs analysis and not on developers' initiatives.
We need more affordable housing, and fewer new hotels.

The point we want to make is that we see the need for and are advocating for a smaller map with higher points and
with the elimination of additional streets on the Southside. We hope you will deliberate on and vote for a smaller
map at your February 23 meeting.

Thank you. Sincerely-Karin

Karin Eckert & Frank Enneking, 314 Westover Drive, Asheville, NC


