From: Perrin de Jong <perrin@fastmail.com>

Sent: 2/22/2021 4:43:55 PM
To: ashevillenccouncil@ashevillenc.gov
Cc:

Subject: Hotel overlay policy

Dear Councilors,

I commend the efforts of those who have made some headway in reducing the impact on our
community of the proposed hotel overlay map. Both the removal of the urban renewal
district and the increase of the public benefit points required of each project is a
movement away from the worst impacts that this policy threatens to inflict on the people
of our city.

However, the proposal that exists today is still threatening to accelerate gentrification
in such an unrestrained way that I would urge all of you to vote No on the proposal that
is currently before Council. The worst threat this proposal poses is the workaround that
has been created to keep elected representatives of City residents out of the
approval/denial process. This change was proposed for one purpose: to avoid allowing
public opposition to block new hotels from being built in the community that doesn't want
them.

The only way that I can support the new process is if significant changes are made in the
current proposal to mitigate the worst gentrification harms that the hotel industry
inflicts on our city. I call for City Council to send the proposal back to staff for
additional mitigation measures to be implemented so that our community can be protected:

1. First, I call on the city to remove Lyman Street, Coxe Avenue, and any properties
adjacent to the Urban Renewal Program Area from the Hotel Overlay map. This is an
essential step to create a protective gentrification buffer around Southside and to help
longtime city residents to remain in their chosen homes.

2. Secondly, the minimum public benefits points required should be doubled from the
original amount proposed, across the board.

If these changes are not implemented, then I call on you to vote "No" on the hotel
overlay map, and return the decision-making to where it belongs: our elected
representatives in city government.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Perrin de Jong
West Asheville



