
From: Keaton Hill <khill@jayhill.net>
Sent: 2/22/2021 6:06:11 PM
To: Sheneika Smith
Cc:
Subject: Please table the vote on the hotel development policy

Dear Vice Mayor Smith: 

I reached out a couple of weeks ago regarding the proposed Hotel Development Policy, and
I appreciate that the policy has been changed.  As a resident and parent, I am Emailing
again because I believe your decision around this policy will have a long-term impact on
the well-being of our children and residents who want to be able to live in Asheville,
not just visit as tourists.  By limiting hotels, you prioritize and value Asheville
residents, not tourists.  

Like many other Asheville residents and those who work, learn and worship in Asheville, I
believe and hope that more can be done to improve the policy, therefore I am asking you
to table the vote on this policy until the hotel development policy includes ALL of the
following: (a) A smaller overlay map, (b) more points for hotel developers (to increase
their contributions to the Affordable Housing Fund AND the Reparations Fund), and (c)
continued review by City Council (including public comment) for approval of every hotel
development proposal. 
I know that Council Member Roney has a proposed plan that incorporates some of the above
improvements, and I want to add to her suggestions an explicit, periodic review (annually
or biannually) of the points matrix to ensure accountability to our communities’ shifting
needs over time.

I am advocating for this because I believe that these additional adjustments will offer
substantial benefits to all our communities by limiting new hotel growth, make sure new
hotels are built in the right places away from Urban Renewal Program areas, and maintain
the essential element of public accountability and community involvement in these
critical decisions. 

Thank you for your commitment on making Asheville a place where people of various income
levels can live, not only a place for tourists. 

Sincerely,
Keaton Hill
28804


