
From: Heather Tate <heather.tate@evergreenccs.org>
Sent: 2/22/2021 8:30:47 PM
To: sageturner@avlcouncil.com
Cc:
Subject: Hotels

Dear Sage,
Hi there! I hope all is well and you are getting into the swing of things as one of our newest Council Members. 
Thank you for the revisions you made to the hotel development policy proposed at the last Council meeting on February
9th. The improvements to this policy bring us closer to enacting justice in the process of hotel development in our
communities, and I appreciate the effort made toward this goal. I believe more can be done, particularly to protect our Black
communities from the negative impacts of allowing new hotels to be built in Asheville. I would like to ask you to table the
vote on this policy to a future date when you have revised the hotel development policy further to include ALL of the
following: (a) A smaller overlay map, (b) more points for hotel developers (to increase their contributions to the Affordable
Housing Fund AND the Reparations Fund), and (c) continued review by City Council (including public comment) for
approval of every hotel development proposal. These additional adjustments to the policy will limit new hotel growth, make
sure new hotels are built in the right places away from Urban Renewal Program areas, offer substantial benefits to all our
communities, and maintain the essential element of public accountability and community involvement in these critical
decisions. 
As a native of Asheville, I know that we need to balance the growth/tourist industry with the hometown feel. Right now it
feels like we are getting closer and closer to the tipping point of just being another tourist town without the "feeling" part of
Asheville staying intact. I want to feel good going downtown. I want to feel like I "know" my town. My Great Grandfather was
one of the first veterinarians in Asheville, if not the first. The building/home that held his office still stands...for now. It is on
Biltmore Avenue. For a while, we worried it would be yet another historical sight torn down in the name of "growth." We just
can't keep going on the trajectory we are on. Please slow down. Will waiting to vote really have that big of an impact? Going
forward in haste seems like it will. 
Thank you for all you do and thank you for considering a postponement of the vote so the policy can include the above
revisions.  

-- 
Heather Tate, NBCT
She/Her/Hers
Kindergarten Lead Teacher
Evergreen Community Charter School
"Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world." -Nelson Mandela
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