
From: Caryn Brownelle Hanna <heartstonegirl@gmail.com>
Sent: 2/23/2021 1:40:23 PM
To: AshevilleNCCouncil@ashevillenc.gov
Cc:
Subject: Re: Hotel Development Policy Vote

Dear Mayor Manheimer and Asheville City Council Members: 

I am writing to request that you delay the vote on the proposed Hotel Development Policy until further revisions are made.
I believe more can be done to advance racial equity and offset the harmful effects of hotel development on housing
insecurity and gentrification that impact Asheville's Black communities. I would like to see the following included in the
hotel development policy: 1. a smaller overlay map (to preserve the historic Southside neighborhood and properties adjacent
to the Urban Renewal Program Area), 2. adding more points for hotel developers to increase their contributions to the
Affordable Housing Fund AND (not "or") the Reparations Fund, 3. continued review by City Council, including public comment,
for approval of EVERY hotel development proposal, and 4. periodic review of the policy to continue to address the needs of
our communities as they shift over time. 

As City Council, you have committed to promoting racial equity, both as a goal to be achieved by 2036 and also in a July 2020 commitment to reparations for our Black
communities. As such, I implore you to take every opportunity to build policies into each system that moves Asheville towards these goals in this moment and moving
forward. The Hotel Development Policy presents a grand opportunity to take long-lasting steps to achieving the above-stated goals of the City, and it is worth taking more
time now to prioritize the highest outcome for our residents. 

Please vote to postpone your vote on the Hotel Development Policy as it currently reads and consider the above points in this letter as ways to improve the
requirements stated within the policy.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your continued commitment to reparative and equitable service to our City's whole population. 

Sincerely,
Caryn Hanna
West Asheville 


