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Subject: Please table the hotel vote until additional changes are made - thank you
Attachments: Attach

Dear City Council members,

First, I want to thank you for the revisions you made in the hotel development policy proposed at the last Council meeting on February 9th. These improvements to this policy bring us
closer to enacting justice in the process of hotel development in our communities, and I appreciate the effort made toward this goal. 

I believe more can be done, though, particularly to protect our Black communities from the negative impacts of allowing new hotels to be built in Asheville. I would like to ask you to
table the vote on this policy to a future date when you have revised the hotel development policy further to include ALL of the following: 
(a) A smaller overlay map, 
(b) more points for hotel developers (to increase their contributions to the Affordable Housing Fund AND the Reparations Fund), and 
(c) continued review by City Council (including public comment) for approval of every hotel development proposal. 

These additional adjustments to the policy will limit new hotel growth, make sure new hotels are built in the right places away from Urban Renewal Program areas, offer substantial
benefits to all our communities, and maintain the essential element of public accountability and community involvement in these critical decisions. 

The City has committed to promoting racial equity, both as a goal to be achieved by 2036 and also in the July 2020 commitment to reparations for our Black communities. I believe
that continued open dialogue and concrete changes are required to ensure that hotel development promotes equity and offsets its potential harm to Ashevilleâ€™s Black
communities.

Thank you for your service to our community. Please table the vote until the above-mentioned changes are included.

Respectfully
Carol Marty
215 Summit Street 
Asheville
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Dear City Council members,

First, I want to thank you for the revisions you made in the hotel =
development policy proposed at the last Council meeting on February 9th. =
These improvements to this policy bring us closer to enacting justice in =
the process of hotel development in our communities, and I appreciate =
the effort made toward this goal.=20

I believe more can be done, though, particularly to protect our Black =
communities from the negative impacts of allowing new hotels to be built =
in Asheville. I would like to ask you to table the vote on this policy =
to a future date when you have revised the hotel development policy =
further to include ALL of the following:=20
(a) A smaller overlay map,=20
(b) more points for hotel developers (to increase their contributions to =
the Affordable Housing Fund AND the Reparations Fund), and=20
(c) continued review by City Council (including public comment) for =
approval of every hotel development proposal.=20

These additional adjustments to the policy will limit new hotel growth, =
make sure new hotels are built in the right places away from Urban =
Renewal Program areas, offer substantial benefits to all our =
communities, and maintain the essential element of public accountability =
and community involvement in these critical decisions.=20

The City has committed to promoting racial equity, both as a goal to be =
achieved by 2036 and also in the July 2020 commitment to reparations for =
our Black communities. I believe that continued open dialogue and =
concrete changes are required to ensure that hotel development promotes =
equity and offsets its potential harm to Asheville=E2=80=99s Black =
communities.

Thank you for your service to our community. Please table the vote until =
the above-mentioned changes are included.

Respectfully
Carol Marty
215 Summit Street=20
Asheville
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