
From: Racial Justice Coalition <info@rjcavl.org>
Sent: 2/22/2021 8:14:23 AM
To: kimroney@avlcouncil.com
Cc:
Subject: Ask City Council: Postpone the Hotel Development Policy Vote

Dear Kim,

Thanks to the advocacy of RJC members like you, City Council has made
improvements to the new hotel development policy, including removing properties where
the proposed Hotel Overlay District overlapped with Urban Renewal Program areas and making
improvements to the public benefits table so that hotel developers are required to contribute to
affordable housing and/or reparations.

City Council will vote on this item on Tuesday, February 23rd. Will you join us in
asking Council members to table the vote until additional changes can be made on
the hotel development policy?

While we appreciate the work that Council and staff have done to improve the policy, these
changes still do not go far enough to sufficiently mitigate the negative effects of hotel
development, such as gentrification and housing insecurity, on Ashevilleâ€™s Black
communities.

Council Member Kim Roney has promoted an option for revision of this policy to include a
smaller overlay map and require a greater number of benefit points, which could then
require hotel developers to increase their contributions to the Housing Trust Fund AND
Reparations Fund. We believe that:

This proposed approach would do more to advance racial equity in the process of new
hotel development for the city than the revisions on which Council will vote on Tuesday.

The city could get closer to its goals regarding racial equity by explicitly including in the
policy a periodic review of the point matrix, perhaps annually or biannually, to ensure
accountability to our communities. In this way, local government would assure that the
definition of â€œpublic benefitsâ€ in this policy continues to benefit our communities as
their needs shift over time.

True accountability will be best assured by using an improved community benefit matrix
AND continuing City Council review of every hotel development proposal (allowing for
public comment).

Let City Council know we appreciate the initial revisions they've made and advocate for
postponing the vote on the hotel development policy so they can complete its revisions in a way
that further benefits our communities. Click here to learn more about the
recommendations described above, how they can preserve Asheville's Southside
Neighborhood, and how you can contact City Council by email or phone.

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDHp5tL1QnYgpx0tL5URiZH_aFJUeXoZZbVpjA3ymwjKKy_R6P1UsXHJIaSGE5Be8S5v16PQ5EVt-vJdcCtAVtQMwi9zQCVPAuG0jY0EM7SoXPu9_qqgmHIk2Jt5w5eVGDhv9pirioKJp2KcPXUbzE3rBKWTPya3kloGOfqjFLu2xvER3_gtQRqsv8Kicf8wasTj5Uj0hqUsu2EFA8HZdPvSErDeaBNhNnpRvafpMNfp4l5ty6W8-4eoyALGkVTymRC2V4A7dwRLthSHgdFluIUtr9QR1_rb8q-tOcrm0OjXmA4J-Zn8u2256DE7xiplbuun3GG6pRXdXvq21YON-OTgYY9NiwhWkPMWJAN7m8YkkvGWji9XaW1ymjZzcj2J6QBNwtrqH8Gj8kbWM52LKHXI/39n/Mo7Dg9P7TAShydWGWBbUOQ/h0/_jfoGZlqkduOFpWnuh27dWYigsQuAEHfsjGFi45U25g
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDHp5tL1QnYgpx0tL5URiZH_aFJUeXoZZbVpjA3ymwjKKy_R6P1UsXHJIaSGE5Be8S5v16PQ5EVt-vJdcCtAVtQMLKAX-8KrbM1IKgDHRl2Q-yFFdr-wevo8ooT8Kq45n8pD8852pNyil3qLNUPOMgyh9niVaCxGY_9idpVv5VEUd_8Abdu-KNyCeCOsZ6ksQvyUbIJY-01dSxuvSe7LX99hJyyMiwtmyTHIoz29ULZzVsUQ7M7e884LNdj6TDse92QJ7uMIRP4EHXrfTdH0tvE2aFCHWKVpJJpLtjGXz77PpBWoJ-7Ph-NhiER1IzqEKxqfk2aIRWBvUgrDXeM385agv91wiHV_0-DjsUkGHLdi7t1Qqt3iBj066N5-cdVGDio0hTIe828iqsl5t4RntRtE/39n/Mo7Dg9P7TAShydWGWBbUOQ/h1/fhgx71E9Tn3XILUDKGO9mjWdiFLNfjbT9VJ1C8xFleY


In Solidarity,

The RJC Team
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