
From: gabrielle white <gabriellejwhite@gmail.com>
Sent: 2/24/2021 10:52:06 PM
To: councilgroup
Cc:
Subject: Accountability for Hotel Development- Keep your promises- Include reparations

I was out of internet service range the last few days and wanted to thank you for the
revisions you made to the hotel development policy proposed at the last Council meeting
on February 9th that bring us closer to enacting justice in the process of hotel
development in our communities but we can do better, and Asheville can keep it's promise
it made during the Black Lives Matter summer protests- by making national headlines while
claiming to be about reparations for the black people of Asheville.

Protect our Black communities from the negative impacts of allowing new hotels to be
built in Asheville. I hope that you to tabled the vote on this policy this past Tuesday
to a future date when you have revised the hotel development policy further to
include ALL of the following: (a) A smaller overlay map, (b) more points for hotel
developers (to increase their contributions to the Affordable Housing Fund AND the
Reparations Fund), and (c) continued review by City Council (including public comment)
for approval of every hotel development proposal. These additional adjustments to the
policy will limit new hotel growth, make sure new hotels are built in the right places
away from Urban Renewal Program areas, offer substantial benefits to all our communities,
and maintain the essential element of public accountability and community involvement in
these critical decisions. 

If you did not table, I hope that you will consider amending, since nothing is over till
it's over - and  include these necessary changes - If we intend to have any justice for
black folks in Asheville - now or ever.

Thank you.

-- 
Gabrielle White
(She/Her/They)

"Every time you plant a seed the Earth gets its' wings."

Bare-Root Plants Nurserywoman - Can't get cheaper or smaller
Feminist - Women's Rights Activist
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