
From: Dana Frankel <dfrankel@ashevillenc.gov>
Sent: 2/26/2021 1:39:02 PM
To: Andrew Fletcher, Dane Barrager, Franzi Charen, Guillermo Rodriguez, Kimberly Hunter,

Meghan Rogers, Robin Raines, Ruth Summers, Sage Turner, Seven Lee Johnson, Bryan
Moffitt

Cc: Todd Okolichany, Shannon Tuch, Sasha Vrtunski, Stephanie Monson
Subject: Asheville's new Design Review Committee
Attachments: Asheville Design Review Committee - Roles and Responsibilities.pdf,Ord. No. 4855.pdf

Dear Commissioners,Â 

The Asheville City Council adopted Ordinance No. 4855 on February 23rd.Â  This ordinance amended the city's Unified Development Ordinance
(UDO) related to hotel regulation and development review processes, and included the establishment of a new Design Review Committee (DRC) for
all projects in designated design review areas (River, Downtown & Hotel Overlay).Â  The Asheville City Council will appoint eight of the nine
members withÂ four members selected from the Downtown and Riverfront Commissions each (8 seats total).Â  If you are interestedÂ in
volunteering for this committee, please fill out theÂ Board/Commission/Committee application formÂ and submit it no later thanÂ 5:00
p.m.Â Friday, March 19th.Â  Once completed, the seamless doc will automatically be routed to the city clerk's office.Â  After your application is
received, you will receive an email confirming delivery - if you do not receive that email within a day after submittal, please
contactÂ boards@ashevillenc.govÂ to make sure that your application has reached the City Clerk's office.Â  For more information regarding the
roles and responsibilities of the new DRC, please see the attached documents.Â  Â 

Once all theÂ applications have been compiled, they will be shared first with the Boards and Commissions Committee, who will meet onÂ April
13th.Â  The Committee will then make a recommendation to the AshevilleÂ City Council who will review the resource list to consider
appointments.Â  The Council may choose to conduct interviews and you will be contacted directly if it is necessary for you to interview for an
appointment.Â  Appointments are tentatively scheduled to occur at theÂ April 27thÂ regular City Council meeting.Â Â 

Please feel free to reach out with any questions.Â  Planning staff are also planning to cover this subject in more detail at the
Commission'sÂ MarchÂ 12thÂ meeting.Â 

See you at 2:30 this afternoon. We have a few minutes on the Agenda for Todd to recap
this information!

-- 
Dana Frankel
Downtown Specialist
City of Asheville
828.273.5248 cell
dfrankel@ashevillenc.gov
www.ashevillenc.govÂ 

https://asheville.seamlessdocs.com/f/GqxUra
mailto:boards@ashevillenc.gov
mailto:dfrankel@ashevillenc.gov
http://www.ashevillenc.gov





















































































































Asheville Design Review Committee  
Roles and Responsibilities 


 
 
ARTICLE III.  DECISION-MAKING, ADMINISTRATIVE AND ADVISORY BODIES. 
 


Sec. 7-3-11. - Asheville Design Review Committee.  


(a) Powers and duties. The Asheville Design Review Committee shall be a joint            
committee of the Asheville Downtown Commission and the Asheville Area          
Riverfront Redevelopment Commission and have the following powers and         
duties, to be carried out in accordance with the terms of this chapter: 


(1) Review and make comment on major works projects within designated          
design review areas in accordance with the respective design guidelines          
adopted for each area;  


(2) Adopt and amend guidelines for alterations, demolitions, and new         
construction within designated design review areas;  


(3) To perform studies and/or prepare plans for desirable standards and          
goals for the aesthetic enhancement of the city. These plans may include            
the entire city or any part thereof, and may include private as well as              
public property; and 


(4) Such additional powers and duties as may be set forth for the Asheville             
Design Review Committee elsewhere in this chapter and in other laws           
and regulations.  


(b) Membership; terms; vacancies.  


(1) The Asheville Design Review Committee shall consist of nine members, 
the majority of which shall have demonstrated special interest, experience 
or education in architecture, historic preservation, landscape architecture, 
urban planning or related fields. All members shall have equal rights, 
privileges, and duties. 


(2) All members shall serve three-year terms.  All members shall serve a 
maximum of two terms.  


(3) The Asheville City Council shall appoint eight members to the Asheville 
Design Review Committee with four members selected from the 
Downtown Commission, and four members selected from the Asheville 
Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission, in accordance with the 
Council’s rules of procedure. Vacancies shall be filled as they occur by 
the Asheville City Council.  


(4) The ninth member of the committee shall be selected by a majority vote of 
the seated members of the Asheville Design Review Committee.  


(5) Preference will be given to applicants who represent at least one of the 
Asheville Design Review Committee’s interest areas in addition to the 
seat requirements: 
● Persons with disabilities 







● Transit users 
● Seniors  


(c) Meetings. The Asheville Design Review Committee shall hold regular monthly          
meetings in accordance with the published schedule for the committee.  


(d) Rules and records. The Asheville Design Review Committee shall follow the           
rules of procedure for the respective commissions. The Asheville Design          
Review Committee shall keep minutes of its proceedings. 


 
 
ARTICLE V.  DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCEDURES. 


Sec. 7-5-10. - Design Review. 


(a) Purpose. The design review procedure seeks to encourage new construction           
and the renovation and rehabilitation of existing structures in a manner that            
will promote visual harmony, enhance the historical integrity, and develop          
creative design solutions. While the design guidelines will not dictate          
architectural styles, they will suggest a variety of design options for achieving            
compatibility within the designated design review boundaries along with         
encouraging consistency with other city adopted goals and plans.  


(b) Scope of design review - mandatory review, voluntary compliance. Mandatory          
design review of major and minor works is required for all projects located on              
properties in one of the following design review areas: 


Downtown Design Review Overlay District 


River District Design Review Area 


Hotel Overlay District 
Additionally, mandatory design review of major works is required for all new            
construction that includes a hotel as a use in the Central Business Expansion             
District or the Commercial Expansion District.  


Locally designated historic landmarks shall be reviewed by the historic          
resources commission of Asheville and Buncombe County in accordance with          
Sec. 7-5-11 of this Chapter and is not subject to this review procedure. 


(c) Minor works.  


(1) Minor works defined. Minor works projects shall include all projects for           
which a building, sign, zoning and/or demolition permit is required and           
which do not meet the threshold of a major work. These works commonly             
include exterior rehabilitation and repair in which structural or character          
defining features remain intact; the addition of or changes to exterior           
illumination, painting, landscaping, signage, sidewalk, parking or other        
site features; and building additions that are 500 square feet or less for             
contributing historic structures, or 1500 square feet or less for all other            
structures.  







In addition, variance requests must be reviewed for compliance with          
applicable design review guidelines. 


(2) Pre-application conference. A pre-application conference is encouraged       
prior to submitting an application for a minor work within a designated            
design review area. Applicants should call or visit the designated design           
review staff prior to making an application to discuss proposed design           
changes and to determine what information is required for the application. 


(3) Application submittal. Applications for minor works shall be ministerial in          
nature and reviewed administratively by design review staff. Applicants         
are encouraged to apply for minor works during the design development           
phase of the project. 


a. Filing of application. An application for a minor work shall be           
submitted to the Development Services Department.  


b. Fees. Fees are charged for a minor works design review and           
permitting process in accordance with the Fees and Charges Manual.  


c. Information required. Each application for minor works review shall         
include the information described in the applicable design review area          
checklist(s). 


(4) Staff review. Design review staff shall review a complete minor works           
application within ten working days of receipt of the application. The ten            
day review period will not begin until all necessary application materials           
are received. In the event that an application is determined to be            
incomplete or missing necessary checklist information, design review staff         
will contact the applicant to inform them of  the missing information.  


(5) Public notification. No public notification is required for a minor works           
review.  


(6) Formal review. Minor works are administratively reviewed. No formal         
review before the Design Review Committee is required for a minor work. 


 
(d) Major works.  


(1) Major works defined. A major works review is required for those projects            
which involve a substantial change in the appearance of a building,           
structure, or site, including new construction, demolition or relocation of          
buildings or structures, and significant renovations or reconstructions. A         
major works review shall be required for any of the following:  


a. All projects meeting the designated thresholds for Level I, II or III site             
plan review. 


b. Additions or expansions of structures over 500 square feet for          
contributing historic structures or 1500 square feet for all other          
buildings.  







c. Any renovation or rehabilitation of a structure where the street facing           
façade(s) or roofline is not left structurally intact.  


d. Demolition of structures greater than 5,000 square feet. 


(2) Pre-application conference. A pre-application conference is required prior        
to making application for a major work within a designated design review            
area. Applicants should call or visit the designated design review staff prior            
to making application to discuss the proposed development plan and to           
determine what level of information is required for submittal.  


(3) Application submittal. Applicants are strongly encouraged to make an         
application for major works review at the design development phase of the            
project.  


a. Filing of application. A complete application for a major work shall be            
submitted to the Development Services Department to begin the         
review process and scheduling for formal review by the Design Review           
Committee.  


b. Fees. Fees are charged for a major works design review and           
permitting process in accordance with the Fees and Charges Manual.  


c. Information required. Each application for a major work review shall          
include the information on the standard check lists for Level I, II and III              
projects as applicable, along with building elevations, building sections         
and context analysis. Applicants may wish to submit a project model           
including nearby affected properties.  


(4) Staff review. The designated design review staff shall review a complete           
application within ten working days of receipt of the application. The ten            
day review period will not begin until all necessary application materials           
are received. In the event that an application is determined to be            
incomplete or missing necessary checklist information, design review staff         
will contact the applicant to inform them of  the missing information. 


Immediately following the review of the application, staff will schedule a           
formal review of the application for the next available regular meeting of            
the Design Review Committee according to their published schedule.  


(5) Public notification. Public notification shall be made in accordance with the           
requirements outlined in section 7-5-20, except that published notice shall          
not be required.  


(6) Formal review. Major works shall be reviewed by the Design Review           
Committee with a recommendation from the design review staff as part of            
a mandatory review, voluntary compliance program. The Design Review         
Committee will meet according to the published schedule to review and           
vote on major works proposed within the designated design review areas.           
Applicants are encouraged to prepare a presentation to be given at this            
review. No city permits can be processed or variances heard until this            
formal review with the board is completed.  







(e) Variances. No variance from other city regulations shall be heard by the Board             
of Adjustment until the proposed project has completed the applicable minor or            
major works review.  


(f) Appeals. The design review process has been designated by the Asheville City            
Council as a mandatory review and voluntary compliance program. Applicants          
are strongly encouraged to implement their plans for activities within the           
designated design review areas in accordance with the adopted guidelines          
and/or recommendations of the Design Review Committee. 


 





