From: Aashka Patel <aashkajp@gmail.com>

Sent: 2/23/2021 9:10:32 AM

To: ashevillenccouncil@ashevillenc.gov
Cc:

Bcce: sheneikasmith@avlcouncil.com

Subject: Table the vote on the proposed Hotel Development Policy

The City leadership must stop prioritizing hotel development and tourism and work
sincerely to undo the legacy of harm to the black community in Asheville. While the
revisions to the Hotel Development Policy is a start, the current policy has far to go in
meeting the racial equity and reparations as well as the affordable housing goals that
the City Council has committed to.A

I ask that the Council table the vote on Feb 23 and continue to work with the brilliant
and dedicated black, brown and youth leaders to come up with a policy that includes ALL
of the following:

1. More public benefit points and requirements to contribute to both reparations and
affordable housing.A

2. Smaller overlay map along the lines of the one proposed by Councilperson Roney.A

3. City Council review for all hotel projects.A The public must be able to weigh in
meaningfully and be able to hold the city council accountable for their votes on
hotel development.A

We need a rigorous approval process and the proposed policy does not get us there. Please
table the Hotel Development Policy vote.A

Thank you,
Aashka Patel
Oakley ResidentA



