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Dear Asheville City Council members,

I am writing on behalf of the majority of the Asheville Area Riverfront Commissioners.  For many months we have reviewed, discussed, and passionatley debated the proposed Hotel Development 
Ordinance, mainly section 7-3-11, pertaining to the formation of an Asheville Design Review Board.  At an AARRC Commission meeting on September 21st, 2020 the commission passed a resolution 
which read â€œThe AARRC moves to withdraw the single Design Review Commission from the Hotel Development Ordinance and maintain the Design Review Committee within the AARRC with 
updated design guidelinesâ€​.  
 
Below are a list of our recommendations to City Council:

Recommend updated fair, equitable, and transparent Riverfront Design Review Guidelines.
Since 2017, the AARRCâ€™s top priority was to â€œRecommend that Council provide or coordinate resources or funding that result in the
creation of new River District Design Review Guidelines. The current guidelines were adopted over 20 years ago, and the development
environment has changed significantly since then.â€ ​   
If it is not feasible to create updated design guidelines for the entire Asheville Riverfront, then we recommend reviewing and updating
the design guidelines for the Riverfront Core District (RAD Form Based Code area), then focus on Amboy Road, the Riverfront North of
Hill St, and the Riverfront South of Amboy Rd.

Recommend that both the AARRC and DTC maintain independent Design Review Committees and continue to review all projects (including hotels) as they are currently.

Recommend that all projects (including hotels) that lie outside of the Riverfront or Downtown purview be reviewed by a combined AARRC and DTC Design Review Committee along with a 9th 
member who could be selected from another commission such as Planning + Zoning. 

Recommend that the proposed formation of the Design Review Board will result in an extraordinary amount of time in design review meetings; while maintaining (2) autonomous design review 
committees will result in less individual time committments from these volunteer design professionals.  

I want to acknowledge the time and effort put forth by the City of Asheville Planning and Urban Design Department.  Their contribution to the vibrancy of Ashevilleâ€™s Riverfront is enormous and we 
are grateful for their skills and leadership.

Respectfully,

Darren Green
Chair AARRC 






