From: Dawa Hitch

Sent: 4/16/2021 7:12:17 PM

To: "Debra Campbell" <dcampbell@ashevillenc.gov>, "Chief David Zack" <dzack@ashevillenc.gov>, "Christina Hallingse" <challingse@ashevillenc.gov>, "Roderick
Simmons" <rsimmons@ashevillenc.gov>, "Jes Foster" <jesfoster@ashevillenc.gov>, "Cathy Ball" <cball@ashevillenc.gov>

Subject: Re: draft

Chief Zack, Debra is taking a final look at this statement to be attributed to Cathy Ball. Please let us know as soon as possible if you have any concerns. A message will go to Council first, then a push to combat information on social media. The
information will also be posted on the City's website and the statement will be shared with media.

Today was the end of the seven day notice for those who were illegally camping at Aston Park. City staff, along with Homeward Bound, has been continuously working with these individuals to provide support and shelter options since safety concerns
were identified at the camp.

It is important to note there were two distinct groups of people who had tents erected on City property.

The first group consisted of people experiencing homelessness. At the end of the day today, there were 6 people still on site who did not have a place to shelter. All 6 people were offered shelter at the Red Roof Inn and all 6 accepted. A similar plan for
providing low barrier shelter is being finalized for people in other camps who have been given notice to dismantle camps on City property.

A second group of tents was erected yesterday by protesters. After the people who needed shelter were taken to the Red Roof Inn, protesters remained on site. Protesters obstructed City staff attempts to remove the newly erected tents. It was
explained to these individuals that they would have to be arrested if they continued to obstruct City staff's cleanup of the site. At this time three protesters were arrested.

The City remains committed to partnerships with the community to develop solutions to end homelessness.

On Fri, Apr 16, 2021 at 8:03 PM Dawa Hitch <dhitch@ashevillenc.gov> wrote:
Today was the end of the seven day notice for those who were illegally camping at Aston Park. City staff along with Homeward Bound has been continuously working with these individuals to provide support and shelter options since safety concerns
were identified at the camp.

It is important to note there were two distinct groups of people who had tents erected on City property.

The first group consisted of people experiencing homelessness. At the end of the day today, there were 6 people still on site who did not have a place to shelter. All 6 people were offered shelter at the Red Roof Inn and all 6 accepted. A similar plan
for providing low barrier shelter is being finalized for people in other camps who have been given notice to dismantle camps on City property.

A second group of tents were erected yesterday by protesters. After the people who needed shelter were taken to the Red Roof Inn, protesters remained on site. Protesters obstructed City staff attempts to remove the newly erected tents. It was
explained to these individuals that they would have to be arrested if they continued to obstruct City staff's cleanup of the site. At this time three protesters were arrested.

The City remains committed to partnerships with the community to develop solutions to end homelessness.
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