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GM, Ms. Matthews,

Attached is my PPT for tonight, sheepishly submitted much later than I promised.  Please accept my sincere apologies if my tardiness has caused you any inconvenience.  

See you later today.

Bill

"I should like to be able to love my country and still love justice." 
Nina Simone via Albert Camus
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DR John Hope Franklin

History is a clock that people use to tell the political time of day. It is also a compass that people use to find themselves on the map of human geography. History tells a people where they have been and what they have been. It also tells a people where they are and what they are. Most importantly, history tells a people where they still must go and what they still must be.
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What happened, where?
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Buncombe, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Madison, Mason, McDowell, and Rutherford counties
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Shiloh?

Burton St

East End

Southside?

Stumptown?





“When you study Asheville, you see this bustling town in the heart of the Appalachian Mountains with an African American community that is not isolated from the rest of the town,” Waters says. “They’re actively engaged in what’s happening there, so much so that they’re coming up with their own ideas about what they want to do.”



Institute for Historical Research and Education





More than Biltmore. September 1, 2009. by Mark Derewicz

Endeavors: Research and Creativity at UNC







Huntsville

Winston-Salem

Knoxville

Bristol/Kingsport/Johnson City, TN

Greenville

Charleston

Huntington

Asheville

Spartanburg

Chattanooga 

Asheville’s African American schools boasted teachers hailing from institutions such as Columbia, Harvard, and Yale universities, with graduate and doctoral degrees. 



Buncombe County Black schools educated more prominent African American scholars at historically black colleges and universities than was the case in other cities in Southern Appalachia 

1930s – 1960s

Hospitals

Excellent public and private schools

Civic clubs

Forward-thinking & unified faith & community leadership

Business owners

Professionals

Stable black middle class





Land of Sky 

No other spot like Asheville for Blacks in Southern Appalachia

What 

Happened?

William H. Turner, PhD (c) June 2021









What time is it in Buncombe County, for Black people, politically?

Where are Blacks in Buncombe County on the map of human geography?

Where have Blacks in Buncombe been doing and what have they been?

Where must they still go?
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Atonement

Amends







Urban Renewal













9



William H. Turner, PhD (c) June 2021

6/3/2021



















6/3/2021

William H. Turner, PhD (c) June 2021

10

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.”

Ashe

ville

























Want to know something about Black Heritage in Western NC?

The Southern Highlands Research Center at UNCA collects and documents the diverse culture and history of Asheville and Western North Carolina
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Mrs. Lucy S. Herring

Dr. Lenwood Davis



THE BLACK HERITAGE OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA (1984)













History of African Americans in Buncombe County

September 12, 2015



“The People, Places, and Events that Help Define Asheville”

BY JOHNNIE N. GRANT 
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Want to know something about Black Heritage in Western NC?











Slavery ended in 1865; segregation became illegal in 1954. That may sound like a long time ago, but the impact of these institutions is still fresh, imposing itself on Black Americans daily. This timeline shows how little time has gone by

339 years





90 years

66 years

“What’s past is prologue…” WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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In America, those who oppose the teaching of Critical Race Theory prefer  that the version of “American history” taught exclude everything bad that happened to Native- and African-Americans. 



1619 Project

Nicole Hannah-Jones

Nikole Hannah-Jones denied tenure at UNC.  Her hiring brought a backlash from conservatives concerned about her involvement in The Times Magazine’s 1619 Project, which examined the legacy of slavery in America. 



Andrew Hussman, Jr.













6/3/2021

The first black Appalachians did not live under the control of white planters, railroad builders, lumber companies, or mine operators; instead, they lived within the domain of the Cherokee Indians. The Cherokee Nation extended from its spiritual center at Kituwah, near present day Bryson City, NC, 65 miles west of Asheville, near Qualla.
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1526

“Red and Black in the Southern Appalachians.”  Theda Perdue
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The labor of African slaves not only helped to build Asheville, but also fed, clothed, and served those of privilege. Additionally, people of African heritage contributed greatly to the folkways of this southern Appalachian region, dispelling the myth of a homogenous society and culture.

“The People, Places, and Events that Help Define Asheville”

BY JOHNNIE N. GRANT 



September 12, 2015





ZEBULON VANCE (1830-1894) opposed rights for Black people and his family enslaved people prior to the Civil War.  (Reems Creek – Weaverville)
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“The blood of Black people contains a putrid stream of African barbarism." 



…speaking of white planters and railroad builders

Zebulon Baird Vance - NV Governor of North Carolina (1877–1879) and U.S. Senator (1879–1894).
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1777 — The first enslaved African people in Buncombe County were brought here by William Moore. They were known as Jim and Sue, and lived in the Hominy Valley area of Candler, NC.

1794 —The largest slave owner was Nicholas Woodfin, who owned 120 people living in 15 dwellings. 

1811 — James Patton, the second-largest slave owner in Buncombe County, opened the Eagle Hotel, staffed by slave labor.

In Buncombe County, African slaves were considered property, and transactions involving them were recorded at the Buncombe County Register of Deeds office; alongside the deeds for farm animals, wagons, and tracts of land.

Names of streets, parks, buildings, and monuments in and around Asheville bear the prominent names of slave owners in Buncombe County.



1840

		Baird



		Moore



		Merrimon



		Vance



		Weaver



		Patton



		Woodfin



		Reynolds 







“MANY A POLITICIAN WISHES THERE WAS A LAW TO BURN OLD RECORDS.”

Will Rogers
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After a funeral in the U.S. Capitol, Zebulon Vance was buried in the Riverside Cemetery in Asheville. 



In his eulogy former Governor T. J. Jarvis said:

       

Vance was the Mount Mitchell of all our great men, and in the affections and love of the people, he towered above them all. As ages to come will not be able to mar the grandeur and greatness of Mount Mitchell, so they will not be able to efface from the hearts and minds of the people the name of their beloved Zebulon Vance.





“…the African negro, the descendants of barbarian tribes who for 4,000 years have contributed nothing to civilization”  -Zebulon Vance 

1894

2021
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EVERYTHING that has happened before (the past) set the stage for (what became) the future. 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.”  Charles Dickens

Ashe

ville











Upon taking office on January 1, 1877, Vance began enacting his long-held plans for western North Carolina to bring the railroad to his home region by any means necessary.
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Stripes but no stars – Asheville, NC.  Blacks who build the railroad to Asheville (1877 – 1880).



Vance spoke in favor of convict labor and promised that the tracks would be laid into Asheville within the year.

Throughout the entire construction project, at least 125 convict laborers died as a direct result of ill-treatment, the danger of the work, and the harsh punishments doled out by guards.

Nearly all of the 558 convicts laboring to construct the Western North Carolina Railroad were African American men. Many of them were arrested under the state’s vagrancy laws, which allowed the arrest and imprisonment of the unemployed. After Reconstruction, local governments utilized vagrancy laws, as well as other tactics, to target the African American population.

Reconstruction





The largest slave owner was Nicholas Woodfin, who owned 120 people living in 15 dwellings. The other large slave owners included the Patton, McDowell, Merrimon, Gudger, Baird, and Vance families.

1830-1835 — In 1830, an African slave known as “Sister Julia,” and an African slave male, only known as “Ned,” were given full membership in the First Baptist Church of Asheville. Women gave significant impetus to the formation of the church. Between 1845 and 1860, African women comprised 52% of the female membership of Asheville Baptist Church, later known as the First Baptist Church of Asheville.
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James Vester Miller (1858-1940) — Born a slave, James Vester Miller came to Asheville as a young man with practically no formal training.  Miller and Sons Construction Co., recognized as having the best brick masons in the city, specialized in building churches and commercial buildings.

1880s — George W. Vanderbilt builds the Biltmore Estate, buying some of the land from Black Shiloh residents off the property west of Hendersonville Road. Many skilled laborers hired to build the house remained in Asheville to work at the estate and live in the New Shiloh community east of Hendersonville Road.

The same black craftsmen who had constructed Biltmore also built the YMI.

History of African Americans in Buncombe County



















Buncombe County Black population almost the same in 2020 as it was in 1930: +/- 16,800



16,000
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History of African Americans in Buncombe County





Trendline of Black Population - 1850 - 2020

Buncombe County, NC



1850	1860	1870	1880	1890	1900	1910	1920	1930	1940	1950	1960	1970	1980	1990	2000	2010	2020	1824	2044	2303	3476	6626	8120	7982	9618	16655	16149	15228	14040	12828	13977	14336	15425	15211	16828	Decennial Census 





Black Population











What factors accounted for the decline in Black population between 1930 and 1970?   (4,000 fewer)

16,000



 First US census: 1790
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“I’ve been working on the railroad”









1880-1900: 

Building of Biltmore Estate



Black population in Buncombe almost doubled

1920-1930: 

Buncombe County Black population almost doubled





Trendline of Black Population - 1850 - 2020

Buncombe County, NC



1850	1860	1870	1880	1890	1900	1910	1920	1930	1940	1950	1960	1970	1980	1990	2000	2010	2020	1824	2044	2303	3476	6626	8120	7982	9618	16655	16149	15228	14040	12828	13977	14336	15425	15211	16828	Decennial Census 





Black Population
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+100, 000

Why didn’t the Black population grow with the same symmetry?





Trendline of Total Population

Buncombe County, NC

1850-2020 



1850	1860	1870	1880	1890	1900	1910	1920	1930	1940	1950	1960	1970	1980	1990	2000	2010	2020	13425	12654	15412	21909	35266	44288	49798	64148	97937	108755	124403	130074	145056	160934	158979	206318	238313	265055	Decennial Census





Total Population
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1893  George Vanderbilt loaned $13,000 to black leaders in 1892.  The YMI was built in 1893 to serve as the equivalent of the YMCA for black men and boys who helped construct his palatial house during the 1890s.



YMI

“…not Vanderbilt’s idea. It was the black community’s.”

Vanderbilt contributed close to $32,000 — nearly two million dollars in today’s currency – to the YMI: a kindergarten program for black boys and girls, paid for the building’s upkeep and the salary for the YMI’s general secretary. 

1880-1900: 

Building of Biltmore Estate

It was the best of times, 

it was the worst of times

		Black population almost doubles in Buncombe County		Plessey v-Ferguson  <  > “Separate but equal”



WHY

1896

1880-1900

1891 - Edward Stephens

1887 — Allen Home School built for African Americans by Quaker philanthropist
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“…it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity.”

1910 — Dr. William Green Torrence opened the first black hospital. The hospital, known as Torrence Hospital, was moved to 95 Hill Street in 1911.

1916 — The Colored Betterment League under the leadership of the Rev. Charles Dusenbury was established.

“They’re actively engaged in what’s happening, so much so that they’re coming up with their own ideas about what they want to do.”

1922 — Floyd B. McKissick, Sr., born in Asheville, NC, became the first African-American student to attend the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s Law School. 

1921 – ground was broken for Stephens-Lee High School for African American students: named after George Henry Stephens, the first black principal in Asheville (Catholic Hill High School). The Class of 1924 was the first graduating class, and the Class of 1965 was the last. With no public notice, the school building was demolished in April 1975





1926 — Burton Street School was opened for African Americans.
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Sept. 19, 1959

Asheville & Buncombe County Citizens Organization

April 1, 1960

Harold Fields employed by Asheville Police Department

1969

Community Council for Character Development

1964

1969

Rueben Dailey elected to City Council

At one time there were more than 40 Black churches in Asheville

		Allen Home School		St. Matthias Episcopal School



		The Mountain Gleaner		Catholic Hill School



		Mountain Street School		Victoria Academy



Dignity

Faith

Hard work

Self-help







6/3/2021

William H. Turner, PhD (c) June 2021

29

1960-1965 — ASCORE (Asheville Student Committee on Racial Equality) works to help integrate the city of Asheville’s public spaces and public schools.

Attorney James E. “Bo-Bo” Ferguson, II, of Asheville, NC, served as the first president of ASCORE. Ferguson also served as the defense attorney for the Wilmington 10, and other landmark cases, including Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education. 



ASCORE



Stephens-Lee stood as a symbol of Black achievement, independence, and culture
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To chronicle, in summary form, and analyze the facts that speak to: 



the damages and the presently-felt effects of the historical blizzard of legalized discrimination, bureaucratic smokescreens, and blatant acts of discrimination, intimidation, and violence, 



for example:



the denied home and business loans… 

the exclusion from access to information, and 

the right to participate in the programs that were essential to economic mobility…  



….the combined and long-term effects of which resulted in Blacks’ Dispossession, despite the conventional narrative about the progress achieved by the civil rights movement.



From the history to the present:

The State of Black Asheville



Dr. Dwight Mullen







64 percent of voters now see political divisions as a major threat to the “stability” of the nation



Most Republicans continue to believe former President Donald Trump is the “true president,” 



56 percent believe the 2020 election was stolen



Republicans can’t compromise enough to reach a bipartisan deal to repair the nation’s decrepit infrastructure. 



Congress can’t even agree on a bill to protect the right to vote.

Congress blocked a commission to investigate the attempted overthrow of the U.S. government



Jan. 6 saw the worst violent domestic insurrection since the Civil War. But it won’t be the last — unless we as a country face the truth about how much trouble we are in.



What motivated the group of mostly white male insurrectionists who attacked the Capitol on January 6th? They were instead afraid of being replaced.



Great Replacement theory:





white nationalists holds that minorities are progressively replacing White populations due to mass immigration policies and low birthrates
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Meanwhile…
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REPARATIONS

STRUGGLE









For Black America, the demand for reparations is always an uphill battle. Even when lawmakers and other elected officials appear to be for reparations, it often seems like they’re only half-in. For example, there’s never any proposed legislation that green lights actual programs to make amends; it’s always a COMMISSION to examine the possibility of discussing reparations, which always reads as lawmakers doing the bare minimum in order to look like they’re doing much more.
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Evanston, Ill.

Burlington, Vt.

Providence, RI

…from Commission to programs
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