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From: Brenda Mills <bmills@ashevillenc.gov>
Sent: 2/10/2022 4:33:10 PM
To: Debra Campbell <dcampbell@ashevillenc.gov>
Cc: D. Tyrell McGirt <dtmcgirt@ashevillenc.gov>,Peggy Rowe <prowe@ashevillenc.gov>
Subject: Re: ACTION: Do Racial Equity! Support a Track at Memorial Stadium!

Okay

On Thu, Feb 10, 2022 at 3:27 PM Debra Campbell <dcampbell@ashevillenc.gov> wrote:
We are getting these.

On Thu, Feb 10, 2022 at 3:01 PM Brenda Mills <bmills@ashevillenc.gov> wrote:
FYI
------------------------------------------------

Brenda Mills, M.P.A.
Director,Â Equity and Inclusion
City of AshevilleÂ 
Mailing Address:Â  P.O. Box 7148, Asheville, NC 28802
New Location: 6th Floor City Hall, Room 627
Mobile:Â  828.712.2324
Office:Â  828.232.4517
Email:Â Â bmills@ashevillenc.govÂ 
Website:Â Â https://www.ashevillenc.gov/department/equity-inclusion
Information onÂ Equity & InclusionÂ Department
More Information on REPARATIONS Project:Â www.AshevilleNC.gov/reparations
This email may be subject to North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: BeLoved Asheville <belovedasheville@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Feb 10, 2022 at 12:18 PM
Subject: ACTION:Â Do Racial Equity! Support a Track at Memorial Stadium!
To: <bmills@ashevillenc.gov>
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For over a decade, neighbors in the East End/Valley Street neighborhood, have been asking for a public track to be added to their neighborhood park at Memorial Stadium. This neighborhood
was one devastated by urban renewal, just one vestige of systemic racism that tore neighborhoods apart taking homes, land, and businesses from African American people and families in
Asheville. Â 

For decades, African Americans in Asheville have seen promises made and then broken by the City. Asking for this track and seeing it put into the Asheville City Parks and Recreation plans in
2009 and drawn in 2012 only to see lack of funding erode that dream. Recently, the City of Asheville passed a Parks and Recreation bond. Hopes again rose only to see the plan for a track
there get dropped to make improvements to the stadium to draw more tourists. Â 

It is time for the City to keep its promises. Access to safe spaces for recreation can impact health disparities for our African American community. Being able to have neighborhood access to a
track means the ability to exercise which supports heart health, prevents diabetes, lowers blood pressure, and stress levels among many other health benefits. Â 

Renee White, President of the East End/Valley Street Neighborhood Association recently said, "How are you going to sit down and talk about reparations, when you are continuing to do harm in
our Black neighborhoods and think that itâ€™s OK? If youâ€™re trying to help us, how are you going to help us and harm us at the same time?â€​

We ask you to join us as we support the East End/Valley Street Neighbors in calling on City Council to set aside American Rescue Plan funds to build the track and support our neighbors. This
is a clear and concrete way to support racial and health equity.

Please send a letter to City CouncilÂ and City Manager Campbell in support.
Â 

Support the work you can see

Take Action

Donate & Volunteer

Venmo: @BeLoved-Asheville

CashApp: $BeLovedAsheville

-- 
Debra Campbell
City Manager
City of Asheville
Email: dcampbell@ashevillenc.gov
Office: 828-259-5604
Website: www.ashevillenc.gov

-- 
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