
From: Jonathan Wainscott <jonwainscott@gmail.com>
Sent: 6/5/2021 10:15:57 PM
To: councilgroup <AshevilleNCCouncil@ashevillenc.gov>
Cc:
Subject: August 1897
Attachments: ACT August 9 1897.docx,white men will rule.jpg

The cornerstone of the Vance monument was laid on December 22, 1897. Four months prior to that, Robert (Bob) Brachett was lynched for the alleged
rape of Kittie Henderson. The Word doc attached are the articles published in the Asheville Citizen detailing the accusation, arrest, storming of
the jail and a train to abscond with Mr. Brachett, his lynching, and the final investigation into the matter. All of that happened in one week. I
think it's worth printing out and reading and if you use both sides of the paper it'll feel kind of like a newspaper.Â  I must confess, I didn't
tune into the Zoom Vance Task Force meetings much but from what I gathered it was a thorough process. The due process given to the careful removal
that tower of white power far exceeded that of Bob Brachett et al. There's no real legal argument in there, I'm sure the current legal appeal has
more to do with some sort of breach of contract or violation of state statute protecting monuments, but I think more needs to be said about the
history of our community specifically regarding the end of the 1800's in the ensuing conversations during the appeal.

The photo attached is the headline after the 1898 election. Perhaps this historic detail can be showcased to illustrate the vibe of the times. I
presume Council will be meeting on the second Tuesday in August. That's the 10th, and the 124th anniversary of Robert Brachett's death. Perhaps a
proclamationÂ  of some sort to raise awareness in the community is in order: 

WHEREASÂ  Mr. Robert Branchett died by way of a CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY, was denied DUE PROCESS, failed to be protected by the ASHEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT, BUNCOMBE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT, ASHEVILLE LIGHT INFANTRY, was LYNCHED at the HEMPHILL SCHOOL in WEAVERVILLE, the Ashville City
Council does hereby declare August 10 to be a day of PROFOUND SADNESS AND REGRET for the DEATH OF ROBERT BRANCHETT.Â Â  Or some such thing.

-- 
Jonathan Wainscott

18 Reynolds Road
28806

828.367.8165
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Sunday School.

One of the darkest crimes in the
pages of Buncombe’'s history startled
the people of the Weaverville section
of the county yesterday. The perpe-
l}alur is a young negro, and his victim
Miss Kittie Henderson, a pretty girl
and daughter of John Henderson, who
lives about a mile and a half from
Weaverville, near the Coleman home-
stead.

Yesterday morning Miss Henderson
went to Sunday school at Alexander
chapel and about 11:30 was on her way
home. When at a crossroads not far
from her home she was startled by the
sight of a negro who appeared to be
stealing upon her. A moment later the
negro sprang upon her, caught her
about the throat and bore her to the
ground.

Miss Henderson is a partial cripple
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as a result of an attek of meningitis
some years ago, and was unable to
resist successfully the strength of the
black brute, who d «d her a short
distance into the woods,

Then probably fearing discovery e
cause of his proximity (o the road,
the negro dragged his o resisting vie-
tim still further from the highway
sStopping this time at a point about 31
paces from  the roadside There  he
choked her almost into insensibility,
msummated the assault and made

fr.
Miss Henderson hegs

of her assailant that he would let )
Ko: that she was only @ poor crippl
girl, but her prayers we ling
to change the purpose of the n
who was armed with a pistol
threatencd to Kill her.

1oand prayed
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Alizs Henderson, suffering  greatly |
from her injurica and in an hysterical
condition, made her way to the Cole-
man tomestead, and d. S, Coleman
had the authoritics at Weaserville no-

were out, sume of them armed, and
they scoured the countey. but without

sucecss. 1 was (hought that the brute
had At

W part of the
ries In aciengance. He had wbout 30
minutcs Starl ue his pursuers The
earch was kept Up Jast night and
The river bridges and roads in the
noFtheI part ' of the county  wer
Watehed clusely
Mies Henderson was taken o her
home, and atiended by Dr. James Gl
ut Weaverville and - br, D, B,
Bevier " of | Asheville, | She  de:
sceiled he negro as heimg heave
{iy built and about 2 o 3 years ol
and wald b Could recognize him 3
he were 1 see Bim again.
i T ndersum 15 St 2 yoars old
of a family that hax the respect of
iy,
brought to the
ity oduy and aken to the office of
Dr. 1B Weaver, where medical at-
femdlon wan given. Later she was takea
L0 Bet Rome.
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Ashev1lle Dally Cltlzen.
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THE NEGRD 15 CAPTURED

Assailant of Miss Henderson
Found.

HE IS FULLY IDENTIFIED

REFUSED TO CONFESS IN HER
PRESENCE.

He Confessed Later, However—
Brought to Asheville for Speedy
Trial -Details of the Case.

Bob Brachett, the negro who has
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Bob Brachett, the negro who has
been hunted since Sunday last as the
fiend who so fearfully assaulted Miss
Kitty Henderson on that day, was cap-
tured at 4 o'clock this morning by
Goodson Ramsey, In the cabin of Sandy
Ray, a negro preacher living on
Whittemore Branch, near the Madison
county line.

The negro had come to the house
only a short time before he was caught,
and had asked that he might sleep
there. Permission was given, and he
crawled into bed. When Ramsey lo-
cated the negro, he at once went In the
house for him and Brachett did not de-
ny that he was the man wanted, and
made no resistance. He picked up his
shots, and, after being tled, was led
into the road and the start was made

for the return to the scene of the
erime.
ON THE WAY TO HENDERSO!
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Deputy Joe M. Chambers, who was
in the searching party that captured
Brachett, told Tue CITIZEN that the
whole of the distance on the road from
the time of the capture until the depu-
ties from” Asheville arrived, was de-
vuted by the cooler heads in quelling
the spirit that was rife for a quick
hanging.

There were additions to the crowd
surrounding Brachett all the morning,

nd when  Weaverville was reached
there were at least 300 men and boys
in the company. Many of the men car-
ried shot guns and the utmost quiet
prevailed as the procession crowded
along the road.







image10.png

MET THE OFFICERS.

The deputiesmet thecrowd with thelr
prispner at the top of ‘the hill, half a
mile beyond the Henderson residence,
and. riding up to the men leading
Brachett, Deputy Reynolds said to
them that he was sent by Sheriff Wor-
ley.and Commissioner Brown to say
that a speclal term of court would be
called at onee, if they were sure of thelr

wan, and that justice would certainly
Loes T
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IDENTIFIED.

The negro was then told to strip off
the shirt he was wearing and to put
on the one he had discarded Immed-
lately after the outrage on Sunday.
The rope that bound his right wrist
was then unfastened and the negro
hustled out of the big checked shirt
into one of plain domestic,

Deputy McDonald repeated the re-
quest of the physician, and a party of
less than a dozen of the men with shot
guns moved into thegrove at the house,
In less than a minute the restrainer of
the officers was forgotten and the little
yard was crowded.

Goodson Ramsey and Charley Ry-
mer retained their hold of the rope by
which the prisoner was bound and, to-
gether with Deputy McDonald, entered
the front room of the dwelling.

Dr. Glll then told the deputy that,
unless the crowd was kept outside the
house, his patient could not come into
the room, and, as the negro backed
himself against the fireplace and stood
in the full light of an opposite window,
Miss Henderson with her mother came
in. A chair was given the young lady
and she was seated in front of Brach-
ett. Evidences of emotion were sup-
pressed by the young lady as she ex-
claimed:

“Oh what made you treat me so lgst
Sunday. when I told you I was crippled
and helpless! Why did you choke me
as 1 prayed to God to defend me, and
you threatened to kill me if T was not
quiet. I would know you among a
thousand, and do swear that you are
the man.'"
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THE NEGRO'S DENIAL.

Dr. Gill then asked Brachett: “Did
you ever see this lady before?” and the
negro doggedly replied, “Never saw
her before.”

“Yes you did,” sald Miss Henderson,
“I knew you the minute my eyes flash-
ed on you.

Brachett was then told to put on his
hat. and the young lady reaffirmed
positively that he was the man.

The prisoner was again asked It he
was the man who had committed the
assault and he said: “Don't think 1
ever saw her: no, sir, never saw h

The crowd outside had by this time
learned of the negro's identification,
and loud cries were raised against him.
Deputy McDonald stood before the
negro, and stated that he had a war-
rant for him and wanted to take him
to Asheville.

“1 whi pledge myself that the Com-
missioners will call court next week
for his trial,” said the officer; and with
his captors the negro stepped out of the.
house.

“God knows he ought to be lynched™
yelled & man near the door, and the
air was thick in an instant with cries
of “Lynch him!" “hang him!" “Bring
him out and we'll tear his head of.”

As the negro stepped from the door
Miss Henderson appeared on the step
and exclaimed:

“I prayed in my helplessness that
God would spare my life and send
friends to avenge me, and now they
have came to help me."

In the midst of her cries the negro
was moved close beside the horse rid-
den by Deputy Reynolds, who,” with
others, were appealing for quiet from
the Increasing demands to kill the man,
but over all, the echo came with
the fury of men who had their

i
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vietim well nigh red handed, “Hang
him! hang him!"

Deputy Reynolds then broke into the
din with the remark. “Men, it you
hang him, you are all known and will

be_tried for murde:
replied the per-

“That's all righi
spiring maddened crowd, “We'll take
care of that”
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GAVE HIM UP.

But there was a waver of heshtation,
and Walter Vandiver of Weaverville,
rose in his stirrups and with a few
ringing words to the men to save the
fair name of the county ‘from what
would be a dastardly crime, the calmer
ones, who had all along been moving
through the crowd as peacemakers,
succeeded in making themselves heard,
and the negro, who had become ashen
in his terror was started toward Ashe-

A man called out s the party

here he goes to the chain gang for
a few months, where they'll make a
trusty of him.

While riding behind W. B. Brown,
on the way in, the negro confessed his
gullt. He told Mr. Brown he had been
in Asheville for about a week, and was
on his way back to Big Ivy when he
mat the young lady In the road. He

mot, he sald, heed her cries to bo
left. unmolested, and was now sorry
that he did not do so.
IN JAIL.

The ride to Asheville was without
event, and at 3:15 the deputies, ac-
companied by an escort of about
50 horsemen, reached the city with
the prisoner, who was _mounted
behind Wiley B. Brown. The party
came up North Main, then down South
Main to Eagle and thence to the jail.
Several hundred people followed. Af-
ter the prisoner was placed Ip jail a
majority of the crowd dispersed when
asked 0 do so by the officlals.

SPECIAL TERM.

Chairman Brown of the Commission.
ers this afternoon telegraphed Judge
Ewart requesting a speclal term at

once to try Brachett.
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Ashevﬂle Dally CltlZCI‘l.
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EXTRA

LYNCHED

Brachett, the Negro Rapist
Pays the Penalty.

WORD FROM WEAVERVILLE

| The Military Did Not Reach

the Scene. |
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Bob Brachett, the negro rapist, has

paid the penalty for his Sunday crim

€ o hix death at the hands of a

Iynehers.

mes iy

B o T

ille xhortly  after

elock stuted that a report had Just

reached the L

Brachett wus Tyl

sehool house, about two miles

town at 2.

The message wlse stated  that the

Iynching party numl arly 1g
persons,
The military, the message sabd, did

not g0 farther than the Hendors

home, near which the crime was com-

mitted,
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LATER.

aie says that the mili
nd all thos
cinity of th
for the s

A later

tary

who were in th
Hendors

vi-

v
£ the lyne

1 s xaid that Miss b
taken to the

son was

The crowd at

place where
Iy ng oceurred at
numbered 1500,

st extimate,

Birac

that he e
Caswell county o

m

seven
that
Keed o

months’ o, ws he

years ol He had we
farms in Madison county.
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CONFIRMATIO

At 40,
from Weay
i ook place at i
l The
ence by the militia,

Another messa

A teleph
rville said that o

¢ messge
Ineh-

mphill school house

Was no interfer-

about

S¥ by elists

passed e point four miles this s

ville, gomg Asheville, w

sl they s

was st

g whers

here wax no shooting by
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HEY STORMED THE JAI

Locks, Doors and Brick Walls
| Broken.

AN OUT OF TOWN BAND

PRISONERS LIBERATED, BUT
BRACHETT NOT FOUND.

No Resistance Made by the Author-
ities—Jail Not Greatly Injured.
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s

sral hours last night a portion
of Asheville was in the hands of a how-
ling and tiy mob, not a cool and de-
termined hody of sober men impelled
in their action by a laudable impulse
and motive. It was bent upon the des-
truction of something, regardless of
what that was. That the object des-
troyed was inanimate apparently made
slight difference.

Long before Bob, Brachett, the negro
who criminally assaulted Miss Kitty
Henderson near her home In the vicin-
ity of Weaverville Sunday last, was
brought to town, men stood in groups
and  discussed the probability of a
Iynehing should the negro be imprison-
@l in the county jail. While a great
many entertained the view that this
might be done, a large majority ot
these who wereheard to discuss the sit-
uation, were inclined to  think the
Kreat danger over after the prisoner

had safely incarcerated.  The
prol xisted, however, and Shes
i a  precaution that
P

kK of the negro rapist
e 1.
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Tinmediat after the prisoner was
aced in Jail spies who were in sympa-
thy with those who belie he should
summarily expiate his  crime  were
placed about the jail that they might
kn ow 4 he be taken
W ¥ %, These spies per-
rmed their part imperfectly, however,
amd by sunset many conflicting stories
were being told as to whether he had
removed,  Practically all of the
nehing party refused to credit the
¥ of his having lwen taken away,
Which was done about 7 o'clock, ana

B L kness had well set in the
of taking the Iynching step was
newed in varnest. . The
the me ‘n taken

e

Deane
openly
sy
1
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HELD A M TIN:

In th antime active preparcation
to put into effeet the plan of lynching
sere +in anothe
the ol E n, ipally
. 1 assembled in the
Iot west of the Banner ware-
ressed in no uncer-
their determination. Some
umber told brictly what
- for, and what he said
LA few were armed
Wl altogether there were
ny  suggesti [ trouble, as the
could b seen in the shadow tem-
trie light.
urned a few minutes
uft ‘K and the m after dis-
cussing  the  situation  among them-
for a short time, started in a
bady for court square. As the crowd
up North Main street with
" f order, recruits were
added. To  the  observer
offered a suggestion of
of Paris. A large num-
f boys under 20 years of age, fell
line.  There seemed t @ mo-
tary pause and then every avenue
leading to the jail was filled. In a sur-
prisingly short time the main crowd
there, and had filled the street 1y
f the Jail yard and many of the
ant lots in the vicinity., In fact
yhody was there—exeept the polive.
They were near—some of them—but
hing.

with guns,
"
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RUSH ON THE JAIL.

There was a brief halt at the gate
ading into the yard and then there
was a rush. The rest is a sad story of
luwlessness.  Chief  of Police James
was there but he did not apparently
¢ the extent of his duty. Sheriff
Worley was also on hand and made an
effort to deputize every other man in
1. but the plan proved ineffec-
. When approached the men would
walk off, shake their heads or in some
way manifest the fact that their sym-

ere elsewhere. The helpless

ed himself against the
nd made a show of resistance.
wdly for the keys,

but Sheriff Worley declined to surren.
any keys he might have had. and
not to be found. Sheriff
1 to reason with the
owd. He suggested
oF three representa:
inside the jail and
prove his assertion that the Brachett
their hate had heen removed.  But
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ds could only reach the ears
of 4 few and they were In no
mising mood. By the efforts of those
behind, the leaders of the mob were
prexsed nearer the door. Instantly the
sherlff was  brushed  aside, and the
weak struggle for law and order ended
ignomimously.  As the battering ram.
improvised by the use of @ heavy
piece of timber,  pounded effectually
aguinst the not too heavy wooden
Auor. the lovers of ords onty
stand asid

reanization. 1t
ermined men
1the mob at hay. But

men were not to be

Reynolds, who had
Auring the afternoon acquitted himself
s creditably, was not on duty there.
He was on the Square when the crowd
went through it, however.
DOOR BURST OPE

Not heeding the impotent opposition,
the leaders soon burst the door down
and the interior of the Jall quickly fill-
wl. Then for several hours the work
of destruction went uninterruptedly on.
With crowbars, hammers and pieces of
metal the cells were broken open, the
walls battered and prisoners rel
indiscriminately. While the work of
destruction was in progress City At-
torney Locke Craig, Solicltor McCall
and others made repeated efforts to get
the mob to desist. More than once Mt
Craig tried to make compromise propo-
sitions to the men who were doing such
useless damage.

The perspiring men hammered away,
however, and all words counseling |
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‘ned in the contlicting
sounds made by the blows of the num-
wrous instruments. Al efforts to rec-
£nize men and appeal to them person-
ally were in_ vain, as the moment a
match was struck, it would he blown
out by the mol's sympathizers. Im-
plements with which to do the destruc-
n were passed to the workers on the
interior of the Jail through the graating
of the windows by m ys sta-
tioned on the outside.
1 up a sledge hammer to the workers
in plain view of the Sheriff and several
hun people and yet the bold youns
sympathizer walked away without his
identity being inquired for.
DILIGENT SEARCH.

It was near 11 o'clock before the
crowd's spirit of vandalism  seemed
satisficd.  Then the hammering sud-
denly ceased. Candles were lighted and
a diligent search of the Jail's every part
was made. The search included a lovk
into the outbuildings and even into
Jailer Laney's private home.

And then the crowd gave it up in dis-
Kust. One of the leading spirits, a man
said to_be halling from the 'section
about Weaverville, stood before the
would-be lynchers and swore long and
loud at those who had spirited Brach-
ett away. He immediately struck a re-
sponsive chord in the breasts of his
hearers, and was applauded lustily.

Having thus given vent to its feel
ings, the disappointed  crowd slowly
dixpersed, discussing the situation in
an excited manner, as they retreated.

peace were d
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PRISONERS RELEASED.
In all six prisoners were e
m their colls. One of the men lib-
crated was James Payne, who was de-
 for killing @ woman in Madison
He was brought to the jail

allegzed Mad-
ught here for
ing. liberated, bt
wis reeaptured before leaving the Jail
yu

Clay MeTarty was re

wd, but lntes
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ison. Young MeCar-
ning @ cap of one of
boys of the Western
and puss-

H. Brandell, J. D, snrm-um and Jui

Kilpatrick, are i
Fo prisoner was allowed to
i cell.

the Juil s not s

el Char-
[ ard of
rs ives it as his o
hanics’ extmates,
ot 1 $100. Th
cipal dumage done was by the break-
i o locks and Dolts.

TAKEN FROM OFFICERS.
_Report reached  here this morning
that a body of men boarded the vesti-
bule at Biltmore this morning, pro-
ceeding under the idea that the route
the oflicers prisoner had been
cast, AU Terrell’s, the siding
west end of the Swannar
officers started o get_on
when the prisoner was  taken
The Terrell correspondent of
Ty CITIZEN'S Wires as follows

TERRELL, N. C.. Aug. 11.—[Special]
Bruchett was brought b
the country last night fr
v, inte
At Swannanoa tunn

0 an unknown
ting No. 16,
with (heir pris-

Loud crics of “Huni the officers
the negra!™ were heard. A rush
was made and soon Brachett was taken

by the mob.  The ol exe ;
chett was carrivd by here in the di-

ion of the scene of the erime at
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SACT INHE CITIZEN'S COrrvsjmaent
sent another special from 1ack Mot
tain. It was received at 2 p.om.: Tt
ix cortain that the negro was hurried
acroxs the river at Swannano, headed
for Hen, he
AL 1l

Slack Mountain:
sonald With Hrachett 1 at
Swannanva last night, but learning the
train did not stop kept on to Terrell.
Brachett was pushed on the car and
the crowd swarmed on him like yellow
Jackets, overpowering MeDonald. The
train kept on through the tunnc and
stopped at the east end, where the par-
ty with the negro got off. McDuonald
just passed here for Asheville on No.
i

was received

TROOPS CALLED OUT.

This morning Governor Russell or-
dered out the Asheville Light Infantry
t assist the sheriff to preserve law
and order, and the sheriff notified the
officers of the company. At 11:15 o'clock
the first alarm calling the members to
the armory was sounded from the fire
bell. A large crowd congregated on
the square, and the “keep off the
grass” signs were discarded.  Only
these who were direetly concerned wers
allowed to enter the armory, the door
heing guarded by Chief of Police
James, Patrolman Reynolds and Cor-
poral Charles Johnson.

About 12:30 the company came from
the armory, and entering carriages, set
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out for W
went out 43
Smith, Capt. 1 . Adjutant Ale
ander and Licutentant Stewart. A few
hisses were heard as the company left.
Sherift. Worley was a member of the
party.
FROM THE GOVERNOR.

V. 8. Lusk received a telegram
from Governor Russell stating that it
Brackett were not lynched and the jury
convicted  him, the Governor would
guarantee that the negro would
hanged in two weeks. The dispatch
wax sent to Weaverville by  special
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Ashevnlle Dally Citizen.
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CORIER INLEST BEEIN

' Inquiry Into the Death of Bob
Brachett Begun.

'SOUVENIRS OF LYNCHING
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Brachett's Body Brought to the City
Last Evening—The Trip Described
by a Member of the A. L.

The scene  about thé™ Henderson
| home yesterday caused ones mind to
| revert to the old Methodist camp meet.
ing. The small and old frame house
sits immediately on the left of the
main Weaverville road. about a mile
and a half from that town. To the
rear of the house, there Is o strip ot
Woods, In front Is a clump of trees, and
on one slde of the house and across
the road there is a clover field. Many
those at the house had started from
their homes early in‘the morning, and
their horses were Jaded and hunsry.
Hence many horses were grazing in the
clower while horses were  hitched to
every convenient tree in the yard and
the woods close by, Just before noon
probably 200 people at the
1 home. Only a few of the
men carried guns, but it was assertea
that almost every man had a revolve
cket. There was consid-
nd noisy talk, the mil-
ng the subject of the
versatio
When the A, L. L first appeared on
- seene i charge of Maj. White G.
th, Capt. T. W. Bookhart, Ady,
ander and Licut, It. 8. Stel
L, every countryman professed ignor-
ance of the whereabouts of the lyne
ing party. This was then about 1:30,
1 Walt of several minutes a ru-
ained rapid circulaion o the
thut the mob were detaining
hett at the Hemphill school house,
4 miles northeast of Weaverville.
amably, the Iynchers would have
turned to the scéne of the crime, but
arvd interruption from the military,
Fumor wis generally | clireulate
and this wax the signal for the com
SRR L6 S ok
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Maj.  White . Smith and  Sheriff
Worley rode forward leaving the mem-
8 0f the company in their carriag
00 yards down the rowd. Here
number of men and boys sur.
4 Maj. Smith and Sheriff Wor-
amd indicated that the company
would not be allowed to pass the Hen-
derson home: that they would die be-
fore permitting it. Two or three men
Who seemed to be drinking were lead-
ing the countrymen and were particu.
larly threatening. Orders were then
seni back to the company to allght
from their carriages, which they did,
and the company was formed in battle
u but remained where it was form-
vl “When Major Smith and Sherift
Worley were halted it was by deter-
mined looking men, armed and threat-
nig. and the situation was not pleas-
ant for a few moments. One member
¢f the company complained of feeling
ill, and there were not a few white
faces. but, on the whole the company
hrhaved well. The entire halt covered
perhaps 10 minutes, but at least one
member of the A. L. I has declared
that the time was an hour and a half.
Finally the crowd of sympathizers
were dissuaded from their purpose, and
the company was then ordered forward
aml passed the Hemlerson home unmo-
lested, save that the members were
Jerred and hooted at unmercifully. The
company marched a short  distance
past the house and were again allowed
to take their places in the carriages.
Perhaps  fortun the military
company  reached the scene of the
hing about 20 minutes * too late.
robably half a hundred men and sev-
cral women were present when the act
was - committed. * Few  people from
town were there in time to see the ne-
Ero put to death. Brachett met his
fate ' calmly. Kittie Henderson, the
young woman outraged by Brachett
cre. and to her the negro again
1 his guilt.
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After the hanging the Iynchers quict-
Iy dispersed without any shooting and
Dy the time the main crowd had reach-
©d the church. few If any of the lynch-
ing party could be scen. Some said a
man who lived out side of the Stats,
and others even said Miss Henderson
placed the rope about the black vie-
Um's neck. It was, however, a_man.
After the fope was in_ position. Brach-
et was lifted up. the rope was fastened
0 a limb, and then the negro dropped.
He died easily.

The relle hunters of the erowd then
took charge of the scene. The tree upon
Which the negr was hung came very
near disappearing. Even the man's
clothing and the rope were drawn on
for relics. Many of the grewsome me-
mentocs were seen on the streets last
nisht and were prized very much by
those to whom they belonged.

One of the strange sizhts at the

= of the Iynching was to see a num.
her of women walking about, wearing
small twigs taken from the tree on
which Rrachett was hangd.
Maj. Smith had orders from the Gov-
nor to cail out the Richland Rifles of
Waynesville if necessary.

One humomus note is sounde
zedy by a placard on the Jail gate,
P OuL” It was not there Tues:
¢ night.
man was summoned by the Coro-
ner this morning for service on the
Jury. and he remarked that he couldn’t
Serve as he belonged to the Royal Ar-
canum. The excuse didn’t work.
heriff Worley saye the United States
ernment will make an effort to es-
re the names of and prosccute thos
who were implicated in releasing the
United States prisoners at the county
Jail.

WITH THE A. L. 1

A member of the Asheville Light In-
fantry, which went to Weaverville, sald
tdlay:  “The  company  responded
Mitly to the alarm, and in 10 min
Wtew was ready for the start, but had
o await the sherlf’s orders. The roads
were had, which delayed us on the trip
w little,  When near the Henderson
house order to halt was given by Maj
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Smith, and he and Sheriff Worley rode
torward to meet the crowd. Theil
horses’ bridles were caught by men
who said they would dic before they
would let the officers pass. When Maj.
S|mith and the sheriff cam eback the
latter ordered the company to alight,
and Maj. Smith told Capt. Bookhart to
take command, using his own discre-
tion.

hen the order for the company
to form was given there was a cry ot
“Rally!” but the crowd began to
scatter. The crowd then agreed to lel
the militia pass. and the idea seemed
to be that it had been working for time
in order to get Miss Henderson to the
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scene of the lynching. Judge H. B.
Carter and Former Mayor Cocke aided
in calming the crowd at the Henderson
house. As we moved off there was no
demonstration further than hissing and
cry to “Rally!” but there was no dem-
guying. There was a delay in collect-
ing the carriages and when we reached
a point two miles from the scene the
news was brought that Brachett had
already been lynched. The company
went on to the spot, but there was no
further incident.

“The members felt sure there was
goIng to be trouble for a time. One be-
came ill and asked to be excused, but
was sent back into ranks., The com-
pany was under fine control and acted
as one man. The members were com-
plimented on their behavior by Capt.
Bookhart last night. We carried 1000

“But
when the command to form was given
my thoughts turned right back to the
folks at home.'
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ANQUEST BEGUN.

The holding of an inquest was gone
into a short time after the hanging.
Sheriff Worley summoned a jury com-
posed of F. A. Fanning, Dr. A. B.
Ware, W. P, Brown, A. W. Fullam,
Clarence Ledford and D. G. Noland.
W. P. Brown supplied the Testament
with which witnesses were sworn.
John M. Campbell, H. C. Jones and W.
H. Deaver were the magistrates. Sev.
cral witnesses were examined but the
words, “I don’t know,” formed the us-
ualy reply to questions. The inquest
held at the scene was not accepted as
finad, but the negro’s body was taken
down and brought to Asheville last
night. It wastakento Jesse R. Starnes
undertaking rooms and was there view-
ed this morning by a jury summoned
by Coruner Reed, the jurors being J. E.
Henderson, T. L. VanGilder, J. A. Nicl
ols, G. 8. well, W, A, Blair, and C.
H The inspection was made
k and then the members
repaired to the grand jury
the hearing of the evidence
Following is the the tes-

\
timony taken
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w. Was
ville al s vy ay.  Was at
City  Hall when  the crowd  started

the Juil on Tuesday night. Got te
il at same time as sherifl.  Came up
When got back did
It parties breaking
Recognized a few of the
the jail, but t of themn
=t Brachett was put in
the Jail wnd afterward moved. Know
nothing as to how he met his death.
McCall: Whom did you rec

Ledford, J. W. Morris,
hout this being Morris
). Ladtord was violent. These
the only ones I recognized who
went in. 1 admitted others whe
knew were guided by good intent

¢ from going in.
Know nothi
lored
U came o his ath, He was taken
out of the Jail xoon affer 7 o'clock by
Mr. MeDonald. I wewt whth the sherift
and others to jauil gate before crowd en

1 toll them the prisoncr wis
not there.  Knew hody concerned in
breaking the Jail.
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J. . Austin: Was not at the killing
of Brachett. Was at the Jail Tucsday
night. Heard threats made by a man
named  Hoss, 1 know his firsi
Would know him if saw him
Was inside the jaiil and a
1 Smith was Threatening to
il to find Brachett
Went to Hen
and heard there that
as conmng with the prisoner
to hang him at_the scene of the out-
rage. Went to where the crowd had the
negro and in answer to questions he
said he wax the man. Brachett was
then tied. Guns were leveled to shoot
at the negm, but the crowd said they
might shoot son v and no shots
were fired. Did not know any of the
men who did the lynching. Miss Hen-
derson and her mother were there and
wined until the negro was dead.
was 10 minute past three when me
lifted the negro on their shoulders as
the rope was pulled up and tied, and at
five minutes of four the sheriff came.
There were no masks on the men's
There were 15 men who brought
Negro up, 1 about 100 spectators.
The man who tied the rope to the limh
<lid down the rope, stamped on the n
zro's head and then kicked him in t
? Witness thought the man in tho
was trying to break Hrachetts
neck. The 15 men who hung him were
the ones who had brought him from
I's,

hearing then adjourned til 10 a.
m. Friday.
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7 WHISTLED.
The Salisbury Sun says:
day morning as the Chattan;
passed Biltmore about 2 o'clock, it was
boarded by a mob of 50 or 60 infuriated
men. They had no tickets but were
well supplicd with axes, guns and pis-
tols, and were quite a surprise to the
train crew. ‘When approached by Capt.
Mauney, who told them they = would
have to pay fare, the men only showed

thelr weapons and whistled.”
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Asheville Daily Citizen.
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VERDICT OF THE INQUEST

INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH OF
BOB BRACHETT.

A Number of Witnesses are Exam-
ined, but Little Not Already Known
Brought Out—Hanged by Unknown
Men, the Jury Say.
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The investigation by the coroner's
Jury of the lynching of Brachett on
Wednesday proceeded this morning from
yesterday's adjournment. Solicitor Me-
Call was present and questioned the
witnesses as the inquiry progressed.

W. E. Breese, jr., was the first wit-
ness called and testified that he was
summoned by the sheriff and went with
a posse to Reems Creek where the ne-
&ro was found hanged. Knew none
of the parties there.

Claude Miller: Saw negro hung, but
Knew none of the lynchers. There were
nu Asheville men in the lynching par-
ty.
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Saw a col-
wn who stop-
house Wednesday morning.
A member of the family  said there
were 30 in the crowd with the darkey,
Knew none of the party. The crowd saia
they were very hungry and asked for
breakfast. In half an hour they went
in the dining room and soon after left.
Sume had guns. Ben Patton was in the
yard but he afterward went home,
Sent the negro something to eat.

5. W. Davidson: Crowd with a negro

took breakfast at my house. All were
strungers. They said they were going
to lynch the negro. The only name 1
heard called was Pressley,
-Patrolman K. K. Stephenson:
When the negro was  brought to the
schuol house the crowd mixed up and
he was put up. Knew none of the men.
A spare built man with a moustache
had a good deal to do with it.
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Capt. T. W. Bookhart told of the
order received from the sheriff for the
services of the Asheville Light Infantry
and of his telegram to the Governor.
Were ready to move in 30 minutes, de-
fay on account of carriages and waiting
reply from Governor. Took his com-
pany to the scene of lynching, and on
the Way was stopped for about 20 min-
utes, but after a little persuasion went
on and found the vietim of the mob
hanging o an oak tree. Knew none of
the partics who detained the company
on the road.  Were not molested at all,
but were jeered and hissed at,

Deputy ~Sheriff MeDunald  testified
that he left the jail by authority of the
sheriff to take the prisoner to a place
of safety. He got his man to Terreli's
after hours of wandering and at each
spot they stopped the negro dropped «
the ground and was at once asleep, and
when he was aroused to g0 on he tight-
ly gripped the hand of the officer. At
Terrell’s a mob took his prisoner away.
The operator at Terrell’s refused to
wire a message from the officer to Bilt-

as it was not a Western Union

office.

John Cruise, jr.: A crowd of about
200 started from the jail for ilworth
Inn. Only four or five went to the Inn,
where the watchman told  them the
negro was not  there.  Went to Te
rell’s by train from Biltmore, where a
crowd took the negro away from Me-
Donald.  Knew none of them. After
some of the crowd went off with the
hers went Into a peach orchard
e apples.

1 to the jury that
o e allowed to
acceded to the re-

*tify and the jur
quest.
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Mr. Ledford stated that he under-
od that Mr. MeCall wanted to find
sut everything about the | lings.
ind he only Knew that he was at the
Jail.  Witness and Mr. MeCall we
both in the mol sthing of tho
tynching.  Heard ple at the
judl say they would lyne .
they could him:
md would have done
there.  Went, at Sheriff Worley's re-
Auest, to find the keys of the Jaiil, T
rowd pushed witness in the Juil.  Did
help pen. Was Galking to
Jail’ was broken.
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nal facts wei nted
1y of Al . Lur
et and Wayne S, Ray,
Yelock A recess was taks

nett,
and at 1
antil 3 this afternoon.

Mrs. Henderson and Deputy Sherift
Chamiw under summni but
failed to appear before the jurs

recess Mr. Lincke and Rufus

estified and the jury returned
ing verdi

ry s Lo when, how
ns decea ame to

what me

cath, find trom the covidence ay
follows:
“That on<he 1th day of August, 189
at about 2: lock p. m. near Hem

hill

combe county,
wert  Brachett, was
hanged by the neck until dead by about
15 men whose names are to us un-
known."

The jury was: J. A. Nichols, G. 8.
Powell, T. I. VanGilder, J. Hender-
son, W. A. Blair, C. H. Miller.

Solicitor McCall has been approached
by persons who “advise him as a friend
to let the matter drop,” referring to the
matter of the lynching. Sherifft Worley
it is said, has also been threatened
should he aid the prosecution.
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FROM THE SHERIFF.

Sheriff Worley, speaking of the crit-
icism to which he has been subjected
because of his course in trying to pro-
tect the prisoner and the jall, says he
did just what he believed best in every
Instance: that he made no effort to cail
vut the miltary to protect the Jail be-
cause It had Deen deemed besi to re-
move the prisoner. This was done at
the advice of Solicitor McCall, Chair-
man Brown of the Commissioners, and
others. The sheriff said he did not then
want to call out the militia for fear
that loss of life would result. He had
tricd to compromise and reason with
the crowd. he said, and had told them
Brachett had been taken away. Fur.
ther, he said. he had tried to deputize
men’ to protect the Jail property, but
they would not be deputized.

Sheriff Worley xaid he believed Chief
of Police James did his duty and also
that Patrolman Grant gave valuable
assistance. The sheriff says he appre.
clates very much the aid given hi
the A. L.
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REGARDING THE FIRST NIGHT.

F. M. Jones, speaking about the
scenes In the jail yard Tuesday night,
said: “About the time the front door
was broken open Sherift Worley asked
me to come up and help him keep the
crowd back. 1 went to the door and
asked the sheriff, ‘Is the negro in jail>
and he said he was not. I then told
him he was the sheriff and certainly
ought to know whether the man wax
there. 1 told him that if the man was
not there the sheriff had a right to take
the keys and show the crowd the fact,
and also offered to stand at the door
and do what T could to keep the crowd
out while he was doing this, and be-
lieved that by this plan damage to
county property could be avolded. The
sheriff replied that he did not have the
keys, the man was not in jall, and he

ould not show anything.  Some time
after this, however, I understand he
made a propositon to show a. portion of
the crowd that the man was not there.”
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Asheville Daily Citizen.
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IV HERDSH SONAY CRIAE

Committed by a Negro Brute
Near Weaverville.

THE PEOPLE ARE AROUSED

VIGOROUS SEARCH IS BEING
MADE FOR THE MAN.

| Miss Kittie Henderson Assaulted
While On Her Way Home From
Sunday School.
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NORTH GARI]I.INA
IS REDEEMED

Both Branches of the Legislature

Safely Democratic.
The Judicial Ticket Swept in by 25,000
Majority—A Grand Day for
Democracy.

ASHEVILLE. N. 0. WEDNESOAY,

Asheville Citizen.
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PEARSON LOSES.
RETURYS MEAGRE

THE CONGRESSIONAL FIGHT
STILL IN DOUBT.

Is elected by @ small
Cannon's majority will not

DEMOCRAT.

i

ROOSEVELT WINS
IN NEW YORK STATE

GUAY REMAINS THE BOSS IN
PENNSYLVANIA,

In Mich-
rry Now York
State by Anywhers From 18,000

agressional
Republicas, and In the
i

DEMOCRACY TRlUMﬁANT.
WHITE MEN WILL RULE

Asheville and Buncombe County in
Line.
The Returns From the County Not Full,
But the Democrats Have Won by
From 300 to 500.



