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CITY OF ASHEVILLE
PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2022, we come together to honor the 100th birthday of Floyd
McKissick Sr.; and

'WHEREAS, Floyd McKissick Sr. was a direct descendant of enslaved labors of the McKissick
plantation in Union, South Carolina, and was born in Asheville, North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, Floyd McKissick Sr. was raised in Asheville by well-respected parents who
weathered the Great Depression and instilled the values of hard work, education, and community
engagement in their children; and

WHEREAS, Floyd McKissick Sr. served as a street crossing guard with the Boy Scouts to help
protect young students on South French Broad Avenue; and

WHEREAS, Floyd McKissick Sr. completed all the education offered to him in Asheville, left in
1939 to attend Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, and had his educational pursuit
interrupted by World War II; and

WHEREAS, Floyd McKissick Sr, fought in the European Theater of said war earning the rank
of Sergeant in the United States Army, honored with a Purple Heart for his injuries sustained in
the victory over fascism in Europe; and

WHEREAS, Floyd McKissick Sr. returned home from the war to complete his Bachelor’s
Degree from Morehouse College and his law degree from North Carolina Central Law School, he
~ then became the first black student to enroll in the Univcrsity of North Carolina Law School in
1951; and

-

WHEREAS, -Floyd McKissick Sr. became a national leader in the Civil Rights Movement
becoming the President of the Congress On Racial Equality (C.O.R.E.); and

WHEREAS, Floyd McKissick was the husband of Evelyn, father of Floyd Jr., Joycelyn, Andree,
and Charmaine;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Esther E. Manheimer, Mayor of the City of Asheville do proclaim
March 9, 2022 be declared

“Floyd McKissick Sr. Day”
in the City of Asheville and encourage all citizens to mark the occasion appropriate to celebrate
Floyd McKissick Sr.’s 100th birthday.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and Seal of the City of Asheville to be
affixed this 8th day of March, 2022.

ESTHER E. MANHEIMER
MAYOR






