Paige Dowling

From: Amanda Murajda
Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2022 4:37 PM
To: Paige Dowling

Subject: FW: In favor of Airbnb regulations

Amanda W. Murajda
Town of Sylva

23 Allew Street
Sylva, NC 28779
828-586-2719 (p)

828-586-8134 (f)
www.townofsylva.org

From: Sarah LaRose <sarah.larose1996@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2022 3:49 PM

To: Ben Guiney <bguiney@townofsylva.org>; Greg McPherson <gmcpherson@townofsylva.org>; Mary Gelbaugh
<mgelbaugh@townofsylva.org>; Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org>; Amanda Murajda
<townclerk@townofsylva.org>; Lynda Sossamon <mayor@townofsylva.org>; David Nestler <dnestler@townofsylva.org>
Subject: In favor of Airbnb regulations

Since I've moved to Sylva in June of 2020 | have watched the search results on Airbnb grow from 2 pages of result to a
whopping 759 houses. Over the course of my time living here | watched members of my community fight to maintain
and find housing, not just my friends who make a wide range of incomes, but the community centers i've worked for
where people on disability are on the constant brink of homelessness. A few months ago | watched a trailer get listed on
Airbnb at $125 dollars a night. Growing up in poverty, trailers were all my single mom could afford. Now, they are only
for the upper middle class and above. If we can't have trailers, what can low income people have? This is not an issue
specific to Sylva, across the United States towns are fighting to regulate the monster of short-terms rentals that are
without a doubt, backed by data and any conversation you have with any given local thats not profiting off of airbnbs,
destroying, upending, and inflating the housing crisis in this country. On my tiny street in town, the entrace of my
neighbor is lined with Airbnbs. Every house that goes up for sale on my street is doomed to become the next Airbnb.
Eventually, we will see our neighborhoods become littered with half vacant housing that host vagrant passerbys whose
investment in our community is unmatched to those who live here full-time. As the number of Airbnbs grow in our
community, the more and more vacant they become. Still making double the amount they could with rent, Airbnb
owners don't see this as an issue, because they do not care about the needs of our community. People who have lived in
these mountains for generations cannot afford to stay here or own land here. People who have been here for 5-10 years
who are functional members our community, our healthcare workers, our baristas, the people who are truly spending
money in our economy, are being forced to leave or forced to lived crammed in less than sufficient housing. This is
unsustainable and the only people here today fighting these regulations will say they are doing so in the name of
"freedom" while they imprison their own communities. It's greed that lies at the heart of short-term rentals and all
landlordship. They take from our community to line their own pockets, they threaten our way of life and community,
and believe me that if this is not resolved today the fight will never end to regulate stand-alone Airbnbs. Just as towns as
big as Atlanta and as little as Sylva fight the injustice of housing greed, the fight will continue on across the United States
and here in our small town to put a stop to this. If you have enough money to buy 2,3,4,5 or 6 houses, you can build an
ADU in your backyard to supplement your income with Airbnb. And if the idea of having vagrant Airbnbers in your
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backyard makes you uncomfortable then its time you come face to face with what you are doing to our neighborhoods
and to our community.

To the commissioners, | believe it is your responsibility, despite the fears of backlash from the wealthy, to do what is
right for every citizen of this town and vote in favor of these regulations.

Sarah LaRose




Paige Dowling

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Hi Mr. Parks,

Paige Dowling

Thursday, August 25, 2022 4:15 PM

William Parks

RE: 48 Wilkesdale/STR's

2022-08-25 Short Term Rentals Ordinance.docx

| believe the house you listed in the High Density Residential (HDR) zoning district. Under the current ordinance that was
adopted February 24, 2022, STRs are permitted with standards (PS). The Town Board has a public hearing tonight at 5:30
p.m. to discuss amendments to the permitted standards and districts. The proposed amendment would still allow STRs
in the HDR, but the standards would change.

I've attached the proposed amendment. The proposed changes are in red. Under the proposed amendment, STRs would
be limited to accessory uses in most districts, unless they are currently paying occupancy taxes when the amendment is
adopted. This exemption goes sunsets when the property sells.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719

From: William Parks <craigparksrealestate@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 4:39 PM
To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>

Subject: 48 Wilkesdale/STR's

Hey Paige,

I listed a house in Sylva right up above Walgreens on Wilkesdale st. | live and work in Bryson and wanted to see what
were the changes to STR conditions in Jackson and if this house is affected-

Thank you




Paige Dowling

From: Paige Dowling

Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 11:48 AM

To: Dave Russell

Subject: 2022-08-25 Short Term Rentals Ordinance - Draft
Attachments: 2022-08-25 Short Term Rentals Ordinance.docx
Hey Dave,

Here is the draft STR ordinance based on what was discussed July 28™.

Thank you,

Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719




AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 5.4 (JJ) OF THE TOWN OF SYLVA ZONING AND
SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE: SUPPLEMENTAL STANDARDS FOR SHORT-TERM RENTALS

Table 5-1 of Permitted Uses and Section 5.4 (JJ) Supplemental Standards is written as follows:

TABLE 5-1 TABLE OF PERMITTED USES

Use Category Sia?\sdear d
Agricultural Uses Level 1 PS PS PS PS PS PS PS PS 5.4.C.
Agricultural Uses Level 2 - - - - - - - PS 5.4.C,
Residential Uses

Single-Family, Detached P P P - - - P - -
Manufactured Housing - PS PS - - - - - 54R
Modular Homes P P P - - - P - -
Duplex - P P - - - P - -
Townhome - P P P - - P - -
Multifamily - -CD PS PS -CD | -CD | -CD - 5.4V
Manufactured Home Parks - - SUp - - - - - 54R
Accessory Dwelling PS PS PS PS PS - PS - 5.4.A
Accessory Structures, Residential* P P P - P - P - 54.B
Home Occupations Level 1 PS PS PS - - PS - 5.4.P
Home Occupations Level 2 - PS PS - PS PS 5.4.pP
Nursing Home - PS PS - PS PS SUP - 54W
Family Care Home PS PS PS - - - PS - 54N
Bed and Breakfast/inns - PS PS PS - - PS - 54.H
Hotels - - - PS PS - PS - 54.Q
Short-term Rentals - PS PS PS - - PS - 5.4.J)
RV Park/Campground PS PS PS PS 5.4.GG

JJ. Short-Term Rentals (Airbnb, VRBO, etc.)

1. Parking must be provided on-site. At a minimum, two (2) spaces for the unit must be
provided. One (1) additional space must be provided for each bedroom over four (4).

2. Atraffic flow diagram must be included with the approved development plan.

3. Town of Sylva trash and recycling hours of roll in and roll out must be adhered to by
guests.

4. Outdoor signage, no greater than two (2) square feet), located near the main entrance
door, must be provided with the property manager's name and 24-hour access phone
number.




5. If more than two (2) citations are issued by the police department within a one (1) year
period, the property will be placed on six (6) months of probation. During that time, if no
additional complaints are placed, the property will be removed from probation. If
additional complaints are lodged, the property may no longer be operated as a rental
property for a period of one (1) year and may be subject to fines if found in violation of
Town ordinances.

The ordinance and table of permitted uses are now dfter discussion and affirmative vote
amended to state the following:

Use Category Stal:lsdear d
Agriculture -

Agricultural Uses Level 1 PS PS PS PS PS PS PS PS 54.C.
Agricultural Uses Level 2 - - - - - - - PS 5.4.C.

Residential Uses

Single-Family, Detached P P P - - - p - -
Manufactured Housing - PS PS - - - - - 54.R
Modular Homes P P P - - - P - -
Duplex - P P - - - P - -
Townhome - P P p - - P - -
Multifamily - - -CD PS PS -CD | -CD | -CD - 5.4V
Manufactured Home Parks - - Sup - - - - - 5.4.R
Accessory Dwelling PS PS PS PS PS - PS - 5.4.A
Accessory Structures, Residential* P P P - P - P - 54.B
Home Occupations Level 1 PS PS PS - - PS - 5.4.P
Home Occupations Level 2 - PS PS - PS PS 5.4.pP
Nursing Home - PS PS - PS PS SUP - 5.4W
Family Care Home

Accommodations

Bed and Breakfast/Inns

Hotels - - - PS PS - PS - 54.Q
Short-term Rentals PS PS PS PS PS - PS - 5.4.J)
RV Park/Campground PS PS PS PS 54.GG

1). Short-Term Rentals (Airbnb, VRBO, etc.)

1. The purpose of this ordinance is to preserve existing neighborhoods, balance housing
needs with tourism, and maintain the quality of life for residents and visitors of the Town
of Sylva.

2. Parking must be provided on-site. At a minimum, two (2) spaces for the unit must be
provided. One (1) additional space must be provided for each bedroom over four (4). This
parking requirement does not apply to the DTB district.




The rental shall comply with all local ordinances and state laws now in force, or which may
hereafter be in force, including but not limited to the Town of Sylva Noise and Sanitation
ordinances.

It is the responsibility of the property owner to post, in a conspicuous location, the Town
of Sylva noise ordinance regulations found in Chapter 24, Article |, Sec.24-6(b)(1) of the
Code of Ordinances. Property owners must also post the process for recycling, trash
disposal, and sanitation routes for the rental unit. Sanitation regulations can be found on
the Town of Sylva website at www.townofsylva.org. Receptacles must be placed curbside
by 7:00 a.m. on the day of pickup. Town of Sylva trash and recycling hours of roll in and
roll out must be adhered to by guests.

It is the responsibility of the property owner to provide residential recycling and solid
waste containers that comply with Chapter 28, Article ll, Sec. 28-35 through Sec. 28-38.

Outdoor signage, no greater than two (2) square feet), located near the main entrance
door of the rented space, must be provided with the property manager's name and 24-
hour access phone number.

If more than two (2) citations are issued by the police department within a one (1) year
period, the property will be placed on six (6) months of probation. During that time, if no
additional complaints are placed, the property will be removed from probation. If
additional complaints are lodged, the property may no longer be operated as a rental
property for a period of one (1) year and may be subject to fines if found in violation of
Town ordinances.

Short-term rentals in the LDR, MDR, HDR, DTB, GB, and PB districts are only allowed as an
accessory use provided that the primary use of the main structure is owner-occupied ora
long-term rental.

a. Existing short-term rentals are exempt from this requirement. An existing short-
term rental is a rental for which an occupancy tax was paid for the rental of such
property prior to August 25, 2022.

b. If a short-term rental property is exempt, a change of ownership will trigger
compliance with this ordinance.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its adoption on August 25, 2022.

Table 5-1 Table of Permitted Uses will be updated to reflect the amendments herein.

Lynda Sossamon, Mayor

Approved as to form:

Amanda W. Murajda, Town Clerk Town Attorney




Paige Dowling

From: Paige Dowling

Sent: Tuesday, August 2, 2022 9:34 AM
To: Dave Russell

Subject: RE: Oh, and ....

It means that existing STRs that had paid occupancy tax by a set date (likely Aug. 25%) would be exempt from only having
a STR as an accessory use. A sunset clause would have given existing STRs that are not accessory uses a set period of
time before they would no longer be in compliance with the ordinance.

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719

From: Dave Russell <dave@thesylvaherald.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 2, 2022 8:24 AM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Subject: Oh, and ....

Amanda sent me this after closed session last week:

The proposed draft ordinance for short-term rentals will now have an exemption clause instead of a sunset clause.
What does that mean exactly?

Thanks,

dave

Dave Russell
Sylva Herald Editor/Reporter
828-545-9099




Paige Dowling

From: Paige Dowling

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2022 8:33 AM
To: Nick Breedlove

Subject: RE: Ordinances

Hey Nick,

Thank you for sharing this. | appreciate it.

Sincerely,
Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719

From: Nick Breedlove <director@discoverjacksonnc.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2022 6:56 AM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Subject: Fwd: Ordinances

Hi Paige,
Wanted to share this with you.

Best,
Nick

~~~~~~~~~~ Forwarded message ---------

From: April Bryant <april@bearlakereserve.com>
Date: Wed, Jul 27, 2022 at 9:30 PM

Subject: Re: Ordinances

To: Nick Breedlove <director@discoverjacksonnc.com>

I've been in contact with them but | know it will affect tourism in the area too. They banned airbnbs in low density area
in town which will cause lack of housing for tourists in the area. Especially with the new laws of drinking in town. From
my research, | do not believe it was done properly and legally as they did not give proper notice to the community.
Basically just wanted your thoughts on how it will affect tourism in the community.

Get Qutlook for i0OS

From: Nick Breedlove <director@discoverjacksonnc.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 27,2022 8:12:37 PM




To: April Bryant <april@bearlakereserve.com>
Subject: Re: Ordinances

Hi April,

Thanks for reaching out. For this inquiry it would be best to contact the Town or Sylva at 828-586-2719 as I'm unsure the
state of their most recent zoning discussions.

Best,
Nick

On Wed, Jul 27, 2022 at 7:50 PM April Bryant <april@bearlakereserve.com> wrote:

Hey nick!

|
l My name is April Bryant and | Work for Bear Lake Reserve but also sell property outside of Bear. Would a phone call be
§ possible sometime? I'd like to know your insight on the new zoning restrictions on airbnbs in sylva.

Nick Breedlove, CDME, TMP, CDTP, CHIA
Executive Director, Jackson County NC TDA
828-339-1160

www.DiscoverJacksonNC.com

98 Cope Creek Road, Suite D, Sylva, NC 28779

E-mail correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be
disclosed to third parties by an authorized county official.

Nick Breedlove, CDME, TMP, CDTP, CHIA

Executive Director, Jackson County NC TDA

828-339-1160

www.DiscoverJacksonNC.com

98 Cope Creek Road, Suite D, Sylva, NC 28779

E-mail correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be
disclosed to third parties by an authorized county official.




Paige Dowling

From: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 7:02 PM

To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Fwd: STR

—————————— Forwarded message -—-------

From: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Jul 8, 2022 at 6:17 PM

Subject: Re: STR

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>

Thank you.

On Fri, Jul 8, 2022 at 1:51 PM Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org> wrote:

Oh no. Ok. We will add this Thursday night.

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 586-2719

From: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 7, 2022 5:29 PM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Subject: Re: STR

| left the meeting with the impression that we were going back to the original language for STR, beekeeping, and
chickens and Buy original | meant before withersravenal (talking into my phone spelling messed up ) was part of this




process. | did not leave with the impression we were taking their recommendation here. | feel like the entire board
needs to have this conversation together in closed session.

On Thu, Jul 7, 2022 at 2:36 PM Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org> wrote:

Hey Mary,

| think there are lots of concerns about this going around right now. Amanda and | spent the last hour looking back
‘through presentations and minutes from the zoning ordinance rewrite. The draft the Town Board received December
8t included the short-term rental regulations the Board adopted Feb. 24™. Most of the debate on whether to keep the
proposed language and whether to prohibit STRs in the low-density residential district occurred during the Feb. 10" |
meeting. I've attached Karen Mallo’s presentation from that meeting with the public hearing. Page 11 covers the
short-term rental slide. Amanda and | listened to the discussion on YouTube. The Board started the STR discussion
about 1 hour and 40 minutes into the Feb. 10" meeting. There was a brief debate about whether to allow STRs in the
low-density residential district with a special use permit or to prohibit STRs in the low-density residential district.
Everyone decided to keep the proposed language but send it back to the Planning Board to review.

| looked back at the first draft of the use table Withers Ravenel sent me in July 2021. It prohibited STRs and all
residential uses in the general business district. | remember asking why residential uses were prohibited and the
explanation was to preserve the district for commercial uses. Traffic, lighting, and noise occur without being an issue
in commercial districts because those districts are designed for it, but those issues can be a nuisance to residents.

The Planning Board is still reviewing this so feel free to send recommendations. Please let me know if you have other
questions.

Sincerely,

Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 586-2719




From: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 7, 2022 12:20 PM

To: Amanda Murajda <townclerk@townofsylva.org>; Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Subject: Fwd: STR

| have concerns about low density and general business. We did not discuss this new change at the meeting in which |
have attached the notes

Mary Gelbaugh
Dillsboro River Company

18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428

DillsboroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com

www.northcarolinarafting.com

Mary Gelbaugh
Dillsboro River Company

18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428

DillshoroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com

www.northcarolinarafting.com

Mary Gelbaugh




Dillsboro River Company
18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428

DillsboroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com

www.northcarolinarafting.com

Mary Gelbaugh

Dillsboro River Company

18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428
DillsboroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com
www.northcarolinarafting.com

Mary Gelbaugh

Dillsboro River Company

18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428
DillshoroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com
www.northcarolinarafting.com




REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners
February 10, 2022

The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on February 10, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. hosted in the
Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

PRESENT: Lynda Sossamon, Mayor Paige Dowling, Town Manager
Mary Gelbaugh, Commissioner Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk
Ben Guiney, Commissioner Eric Ridenour, Town Attorney

Greg McPherson, Commissioner
David Nestler, Vice-Mayor
Natalie Newman, Commissioner

ABSENT:
Mayor Sossamon called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

STAFF PRESENT: John Jeleniewski (County Planner), Chris Hatton (Police Chief) and John T homas (Asst.
Police Chief)

VISITORS: Kathryn Barnes, Claudia Mace, Rebecca Mace, Roger Stephens, Mollie Harrison, Chloe Burnette,
Kayla Peck, Aaron Hinesley, Brendon Voelker, Mark Jones, Ashley Hinesley, Vangie Jones, Brenda Dillard,
Cynthia Wray, Garret Craig, Adam Bigelow, Cameron Jones, Jayne Buchanan, Travis Frazier, Brett Woods, Linda
Phillips, Joshua Murch, Kim Holt, Joe Holt, Anne Link, Glenda Hensley, Rita Notris, Mark Stiles, Cade Rice,
Jessica Hensley, Valgerie Hamilton, Rodena Hamilton, Patricia Jordan, Sylvia Smythe, Donna Robertson, Colleen
Muench, Ronnie Bryson, Lea Gates, Jacob Bailey, Luther Jones, Raymond D. Large, Jacque Laura, Mick McCardle,
Doug Farmer, Corey Bryson, Laurie Bryson, Todd Bryson, Aaron Rackemann, Scott Burr, Steve Baxley, Steven
Coward, Dan Schaeffer, Madelyn Rickert, Mart Asgari, Allen Painter, John Wetzel, Skylyr Ballew, Malia Scalf,
Megan Thurman, Bryan Thurman, and Lindsey McGregor.

AGENDA: Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carried with a unanimous
vote,

CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion
carried with a unanimous vote.

PUBLIC HEARING—Zoning Ordinance and Map & Land Use Plan: Mayor Sossamon opened the public
hearing on the zoning ordinance rewrite. Karen Mallo, from WithersRavenal, gave a presentation to the audience
and board on the ordinance revision process, requirements, and major revisions that had been made. At the close of
the presentation, Mayor Sossamon asked for public comment about the zoning ordinance rewrite.

(a) Roger Stephens commented that if restrictions are recommended for chicken keeping then there should be
restrictions added for breweries.

(b) Molly Harrison promoted supporting chicken keeping in Town.,

(c) Cloe Burnett spoke against adding a lot size and set back requirement for chicken keeping.

(d) Kayla Peck commented that the chickens that were a part of the Jackson Arts Market (JAM) were
important to businesses.

(¢) Aaron Hensley added she was concerned that there are no public restrooms in the downtown area and that
chickens are needed.

(f) Brenda Voelker noted she was a vendor at the JAM and everyone who visits loves the chickens.

(g) Mark Jones commented that Article 2.3 references a conflict of interest when someone will benefit
monetarily and that board members would be benefiting from the social district ordinance.

(h) Vangie Jones commented that she was disappointed in the zoning ordinance process since it began during
the Covid pandemic, Families resorted to crops and agriculture to support them financially. She did not
like contracting with someone from out of town to complete the process and was disappointed in who it
represents, more specifically tourism than the community.




1. Short-Term Renlals (Alrbnb, VRBO, efc.)
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Paige Dowling

From: John Jeleniewski <johnjeleniewski@jacksonnc.org>

Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2022 1:26 PM

To: mbutrum@ncrealtors.org

Cc: Paige Dowling

Subject: RE: Sylva's Short Term Rentals

Attachments: Sylva Zoning Ordinance-FINAL.pdf; ZoningMap-Feb_2022.pdf
Hey Mike,

The Town of Sylva allows short-term rentals in the Medium Density District, High Density District, Downtown
Business District and Professional Business District. | have attached a copy of the Town’s newly codified
ordinance and the amended zoning map. Please feel free to contact me with any other questions.

Regards,

John Jeleniewski, CZO, CET, CST

Senior Planner

Jackson County Planning Department

email: johnjeleniewski@jacksonnc.org
website: https://www.planning.jacksonnc.org
Phone: 828-631-2282

Cell: 828-506-6652

From: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2022 9:41 AM

To: johnjeleniewski@jacksonnc.org

Subject: FW: Sylva's Short Term Rentals

Hey JJ,
Will you respond to this email? | bet you have answered a similar inquiry and can use the same content.

Thank you,
Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719

From: Mike Butrum <mbutrum@ncrealtors.org>
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2022 9:39 AM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Subject: FW: Sylva's Short Term Rentals




Subject: Sylva's Short Term Rentals
Town Manager,

My name is Mike Butrum. | work for the North Carolina Realtors Association in Western North Carolina.
I'm writing to request a link regarding Sylva’s current ordinance or position on Short Term Rentals.

If you or your staff would be so kind to forward this to me, | would be most grateful.
Thank you,

Mike Butrum

Government Affairs Director- Far Western North Carolina
NC REALTORS Association

5 Stuyvesant Rd

Asheville, North Carolina 28803

828-275-2422 ¢

E-mail correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to
third parties by an authorized county official.




Paige Dowling

From: Mark <markismyrealtor@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 12:24 PM

To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Re: New Zoning

Thank you Paige. John J also called. | think | can find it all now. M

Sent from my iPhone

OnJul 1, 2022, at 8:43 AM, Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org> wrote:

Hey Mark,

When | click the link below that | sent you it goes to a page with several links. The top one that says
“Sylva Zoning Ordinance Update and 160D Final” is a PDF of the new ordinance. The map is the 3™ link
down.

Basically, new short-term rentals are not allowed in the low-density residential district. The Planning
Board is reviewing the standards for short-term rentals and will likely recommend changes to the Town
Board late this summer or early fall.

Let me know if you aren’t able to use the link below.

Sincerely,
Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719

From: Mark Bryant <markismyrealtor@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 5:27 PM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Subject: Re: New Zoning

OK, again that leads to Municode and it has not been updated. I'll cut to the chase. We are all trying to
find out where the new ordinances have cut out vacation rentals. What districts are they no longer
allowed in? We're out here selling houses and not knowing. One agent has had a buyer call threatening
legal action because after they bought they got a letter stating that they can no longer do vaca

rentals. M

On Thu, Jun 30, 2022 at 4:10 PM Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org> wrote:




Here you go. Municode only updates once a year. There’s a 2022 ordinance rewrite tab.

https://sylvanc.govoffice3.com/index.asp?SEC=847B4497-6CAC-4230-991B-
11643B2A3982&Type=B BASIC

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 586-2719

From: Mark Bryant <markismyrealtor@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 3:27 PM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Subject: New Zoning

Hi Paige. | am trying to find the definitions of the new ordinances. The link on the town page goes to
Municode which | have been to anyway but it still shows the old one. Where can | find it? M

Mark Bryant
Broker - NC Mountain Real Estate; North Carolina
Realtor - Chapman Hall Realty Premier, Georgia

404-468-3737 - 678-254-1764




Mark Bryant

Broker - NC Mountain Real Estate; North Carolina
Realtor - Chapman Hall Realty Premier, Georgia
404-468-3737 - 678-254-1764




Paige Dowling

From: Mark Bryant <markismyrealtor@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 12:56 PM

To: Paige Dowling; johnjeleniewski@jacksonnc.org
Subject: Short Term Rentals

Hi Paige and John. | found the table. Thank you. It appears that only four districts have the possibility of having

short term rentals. None are a permitted right, only permitted with supplemental standards. What does that mean and
how would one achieve an acceptable standard? Would that change at some point if the ownership changes for
example? Mark

Mark Bryant

Broker - NC Mountain Real Estate; North Carolina
Realtor - Chapman Hall Realty Premier, Georgia
404-468-3737 - 678-254-1764




Paige Dowling

From: Paige Dowling

Sent: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 10:50 AM

To: Nick Breedlove

Subject: RE: Airbnb

Attachments: Short Term Rental Regulations 2022.pdf
Hey Nick,

Sorry I missed this email! I’ve attached the regulations the Town Board passed in February. The Planning Board is
reviewing this to make changes over the next couple of months.

This is what I included in my last manager’s report on the changes they are considering:

“The Planning Board met last Thursday and discussed short term rentals. The Planning Board discussed allowing short
term rentals as a secondary use to the primary use in all residential zoning districts, allowing the entire home under a
certain square footage to be used for a short term rental, eliminating the parking requirement for short term rentals in the
downtown business district, reducing the parking requirement if the rental is a portion of the home, and adding a threshold
for required parking based on the number of bedrooms. The Planning Board would like to know how the Town Board
feels about these suggestions, so they know how to move forward. Please let me know if you have feedback on these ideas
or on the districts short term rentals are allowed so the Planning Board can have direction. Their next meeting is June

1 6“1.”

Please let me know if you have any feedback.

Thank you,
Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719

From: Nick Breedlove <director@discoverjacksonnc.com>
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2022 5:06 PM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Subject: Airbnb

Paige,
| hope you had a wonderful Easter!

Two people in the last week mentioned that Sylva has ordinances now regulating Airbnb’s. Is this accurate? If so could
you share the details with me.

Thank you,

Nick

Nick Breedlove, COME, TMP, CDTP, CHIA
Executive Director, Jackson County NC TDA




828-339-1160
www.DiscoverJacksonNC.com
98 Cope Creek Road, Suite D, Sylva, NC 28779

E-mail correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be
disclosed to third parties by an authorized county official. '




Use Standards

TABLE 5-1 TABLE OF PERMITTED USES

_ Use |

DR | MDi | standard |

Agriculture

Agricultural Uses Level 1 PS PS PS 54.C.
Agricultural Uses Level 2 - - - - - - - PS 54.C,
Single-Family, Detached P P P - - - P - -

Manufactured Housing - PS PS - - - - - 54.R
Modular Homes P P P - - - P - -

Duplex - P P - - - P - -

Townhome - P P P - - P - -

Multifamily - -CD PS PS -CD | -CD | -CD - 54V
Manufactured Home Parks - - sup - - - - - 54R
Accessory Dwelling PS PS PS PS PS - PS - 54.A
Accessory Structures, Residential* P P P - P - P - 5.4.B
Home Occupations Level 1 PS PS PS - - PS - 5.4.P
Home Occupations Level 2 - PS PS - PS PS 5.4,p
Nursing Home - PS PS - PS PS SUp - 5.4.W
Family Care Home PS PS PS - - - PS - 5.4.N
Bed and Breakfast/Inns - PS PS PS - - PS - 54H
Hotels - - - PS PS - PS - 54.Q
Short-term Rentals - PS PS PS - - PS - 5.4.J4

RV Park/Campground PS PS PS PS 54.GG
Retall Sales/Service

Accessory.Struciures, ) 548
Commercial*
Animal Facilities with Kennels - - - - PS - - - 5.4D
Animal Hospitals without Kennels - - - - P - P - -
Automobile Repairs and Services - - - - PS - - - 5.4.E
Automobile Sales - - - - PS - - - 5.4F
Banks and Financlal Institutions - - - P P P P P -
gg(r:s';] ll\ligllagubs and Private ) ) } PS PS 3 SUP ) 54.G
Brewery/Winery/Distillery - - - PS PS - PS PS 5.4l
Car Wash/Auto detailing - - - - PS - - - 5.4
Commerclal Pharmacies/ ) ) ) P P P p : }
Medical Equipment and Supply
TChC;rg;aerf,;nce-Centers and ; ) ) SUP P suP | sup ; B
Convenience Store/Gas Station - - - - PS - - P 5.4K
Electronic Gaming Establishment - - - - - - - SUP 54.L
Fitness and Dance Centers - - - P P P P P -
Flea Market/Open Alr Markets - - - - SuP - - Sup -

‘ Town of Sylva Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance | \
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4.

Use Standards I

l
(1) The sexually oriented business may not be located or
operated within one thousand three hundred and twenty
(1,320) feet of:
(a) A church, synagogue, or regular place of worship;
(b) A public or private elementary or secondary school;
(¢) A public library;
(e) A boundary of any residential district;
) A public park or playground;

(g) Alicensed day-care center;

(h)  Anenfertainment business that is oriented primarily
towards children;

M Another sexually oriented business.

(2) For the purpose of this section, measurement shall be made
in a straight line, without regard to intervening structures or
objects, from the nearest portion of the building or structure
used as part of the premises where a sexually oriented
business is conducted, to the nearest property line of the
premises of any use listed in a. above.

Short-Term Rentals (Airbnb, VRBO, etc.)
1. Parking must be provided on-site. At a minimum, two (2) spaces for the

unit must be provided. One (1) additional space must be provided for
each bedroom over four (4).

2, A traffic flow diagram must be included with the approved development
plan,

3. Town of Sylva frash and recycling hours of roll in and roll ouf must be
adhered fo by guests.

4. Outdoor signage, no greater than two (2) square feet), located near the

main entrance door, must be provided with the property manager's
name and 24-hour access phone number,

5. If more than two (2) citations are issued by the police department within a

one (1) year period, the property will be placed on six (6) months of
probation. During that time, if no additional complaints are placed, the

Town of Sylva Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance ‘ \
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KK.

Use Standards ‘
I

property will be removed from probation. If additional complaints are
lodged, the property may no longer be operated as a rental property for
a period of one (1) year and may be subject to fines if found in violation
of Town ordinances.

Yard Sales

A single-family residence may conduct not more than two (2), one (1) day, on-
premises yard sales within any one (1) calendar year.

Section 5.5 Food Trucks ' .

A.

B‘

Period of License

The mobile food vending license shall be valid for six {6) months from the date of
issuance,

Requirements
1. Permit

A permit is required from the Town of Sylva for all mobile food units
operating within city limits. A permit is required for trucks and carts
regardless of whether the food is prepared on-site or not. The permit will
be issued by the Town.

a. A mobile food vending permit shall be valid for six (6) months from
the date of issuance.

b. An approved zoning permit from the Zoning Administrator has been
required prior to food vending activities inappropriate commercial
districts only. A zoning permit will not be issued for food vending in
any Town district where commercial activity is hot permissible.

c. The Jackson County Health Department approval is required for all
food vending units prior to Town approval.

d. The permit and health inspection rating must be visibly displayed.

e. A separate permit is required for special events held by the Town.
f. Fees are set in the Town of Sylva's Schedule of Fees.
g. When submitting a food truck application, the mobile vendor must

submit a picture of the mobile unit and sign fo be used showing the
name of the unit. :

Town of Sylva Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance ‘ \
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PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Town of Sylva Planning Board
July 28,2022

The Town of Sylva Planning Board held a regular meeting on July 28, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. hosted in the Board Room
of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C. and held electronically by Zoom meeting.

PRESENT: Boyd Sossamon, Chair Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk
Alan Brown (remote) Paige Dowling, Town Manager
Russ Harris
Geoffrey Hirsch
Melissa Madrona (remote)

ABSENT: Rose Bauguess
Kendall Waldrop

Boyd Sossamon called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
STAFF PRESENT: John Jeleniewski (Senior County Planner)
VISITORS: Richard Bassell, Mark Bryant and Rob Will.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Russ Harris made a motion to approve minutes of the May 19, 2022 Planning
Board Meeting. Alan Brown seconded the motion and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.

NEW BUSINESS
Zoning Map Amendment Request:

Applicant: Mountain Area Health Education Center (MAHEC)
Property Location: 701 Skyland Drive, Sylva; PIN 7642-42-8622
Current Property Zoning: Professional Business District (PB)
Ordinance Sections for Review: Article 4, Section 4.4 — Conditiona] District
Article 5, Section 5.4.AA — Supplemental Standards-Planned Unit Development

Description of Request:

The applicant is requesting a map amendment to create a Professional Business - Conditional District on a portion
(0.80 acres) of parcel identified by PIN 7642-42-8622. In addition, the applicant is requesting to develop a Planned
Unit Development (PUD) within this newly created Conditional District (CD). The Town Board of Commissioners
may approve Conditional Districts and Planned Unit Developments through the legislative review process
identified in Article 3 — Procedures, Section 3.5 — Review Process.

The proposed PUD includes eight modular studio cottages (378 s.f. living area, 168 s.f. deck area) and a 1,000
square foot community building. Each cottage will include a sleeping area, bathroom, kitchenette and covered
deck. The community building will be for residents and used as a study/computer room and for communal/social
activities. Each residential cottage will be provided one parking space.

Background:
The property for these proposed cottages is located approximately 250 If north of the Chipper Curve and Allen’s

Branch Road intersection with access directly to Allen’s Branch Road. This parcel is a portion of the property
identified by PIN 7642-42-8622 which 1.53 acres total and the proposed subdivision of land will create the 0.80
acres for this PUD to serve graduate medical education residents. The property surrounding the cottages and
community building will be common open space totaling 0.50 acres with remaining impervious area of 0.30 acres.
Tuckaseigee Water and Sewer Authority (water and sanitary sewer) and Duke Power will provide public utilities
and the Sylva Fire Department will provide fire safety services. Driveway access and 3-party encroachment
(sidewalk) will be required from NCDOT during their review/approval process as Allen’s Branch Road (S.R. 1439)
is a state-maintained road.
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Application Response:

The Professional Business District is established to reserve areas for the development of small to medium scale
office use, compatible with that of adjacent commercial and institutional uses. The Professional Business District
may consist of residential units converted to office uses and provide for a mixture of service and offices along
commercial corridors. This district also serves as a transition district between commercial and residential areas and
as such, activities associated with nonresidential uses, shall be restricted to general business hours.

The applicant is requesting a zoning map amendment to create a Professional Business - Conditional District on
the proposed 0.80-acre subdivision of property. Article 4 - Section 4.4 Conditional Districts of the Town’s Zoning
and Subdivision Ordinance allows the Town Board of Commissioners to create these districts:

Conditional Zoning Districts (-CD).are a zoning tool, permitted in accordance with NCGS 160D-703.b., which
may be utilized to create new unique, site-specific districts for uses or developments that may have particular
benefits and/or impacts on both the immediate area and the community as a whole. The development of these uses
may require deviation of the general district standards. The applicant must provide an initial Master Site Plan and
zoning proposal that includes all proposed uses and standards for the conditional zoning district being proposed.

It is not the intention of Conditional Zoning to circumvent, reduce, or eliminate particular regulations as they
would normally be applied to any particular district or use but rather provide flexibility and design standards
unique to the subject property and use. This negotiated approach between the applicant and the Town through a
legislative decision allows maximum flexibility to tailor regulations to a particular site and project. Special
restrictions have been placed on Conditional zoning. Conditional Zoning Districts occur at the owner's request and
conditions cannot be imposed without the owner's agreement. The individual conditions and site-specific standards
that can be imposed are limited to those that are needed to bring a project into compliance with town ordinances
and adopted plans and to those addressing the impacts reasonably expected to be generated by the use of the site.
The town must assure that all of the factors defining reasonable spot zoning are fully considered and that the public
hearing record reflects that consideration.

The applicant is also requesting a PUD which is permitted in the Professional Business District only when a
Conditional District has been approved by the Town Board of Commissioners. Article 5 - Section 5. 4.AA Planned
Unit Developments of the Town’s Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance identifies these regulations:

1. More than one (1) principal structure shall be allowed within the planned unit development.
The submitted concept plan shows eight studio cottages proposed to be developed on a
subdivided property of 0.80 acres.

2. Uses proposed to be incorporated into the planned unit development shall be permitted uses in the Town
of Sylva, as outlined in Article 5 for the zoning district in which the planned unit development is
proposed. The Professional Business District allows residential dwellings as an allowable use.

3. The land in a planned unit development shall be under single ownership or management by the applicant
before final approval and/or construction, or proper assurances (legal title or execution of a binding sale
agreement) shall be provided that the development can be successfully completed by the applicant.

This 0.80-acre property and development of eight studio cottages will be owned, operated and
maintained by Mountain Area Health Education Center (MAHEC) for the use of graduate
medical education residents.

4. Every dwelling unit shall have access to a public or private street, walkway, or other area dedicated to
common use, and there shall be provision for adequate vehicular circulation to all development
properties, in order to ensure acceptable levels of access for emergency vehicles.

The proposed subdivided parcel of 0.80 acres will have direct access to Allen’s Branch Road
which is a public State maintained road (S.R. 1439) and a proposed sidewalk will parallel the
road along the frontage of this property. The submitted concept plan shows a loop driveway 16’
in width to serve the cottages and a potential effortless flow for emergency services. The property
surrounding the cottages and community building will be common open space totaling 0.50
acres.
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5. Density standards shall be consistent with the underlying district. Dimensional standards maybe varied
to accommodate the anticipated design.

This property is in the Professional Business District the density standards are specific to single-
family dwellings, townhomes, multi-family developments and varied non-residential uses. This
proposed development is offering an innovative design of tiny cottages fo create a new unique,
site-specific conditional district that will serve particular benefits on both the immediate area
and the community as a whole. The Town Board of Commissioners has the autonomy to approve
the requested Conditional District which will provide flexibility and design standards unique to
the subject property and use.

6. Design standards shall be consistent with the requirements of Atticle 7.
The development standards found in Article 7 (parking, landscaping, lighting, etc.), will be
reviewed at the time when final site construction plans are submitted to the Planning Staff. 4
zoning permit will be issued only after final plans are reviewed/approved showing full
compliance with the Town of Sylva Zoning Ordinance.

7. The minimum distance between buildings shall be twenty (20) feet or as otherwise specified by the
Board of Commissioners or North Carolina Building Codes to ensure adequate air, light, privacy, fire
separation, and access for emergency vehicles.

The submitted concept plan shows that building separation for this project will meet or exceed
this requirement.

8. Each development shall provide reasonable visual and acoustical privacy for all dwelling units. Fences,
insulation, walls, barriers, and landscaping shall be used, as appropriate, for the protection and aesthetic
enhancement of property and the privacy of its occupants and adjacent properties for screening of
objectionable views or uses, and for reduction of noise. Multi-level buildings shall be located in such a
way as to dissipate any adverse impact on adjoining low-rise buildings and shall not invade the privacy
of the occupants of such low-rise buildings.

The perimeter of the proposed subdivided property will require buffer plantings including the
public right-of-way along Allen’s Branch Road. The nature of this cottage development will
promote an educational community experience that encourages medical graduate students to
interact professionally and socially; interior screening with walls/barriers stifles the spirit and
intent of this project. It is assumed that Interior plantings that enhance the overall aesthetics
around the cottages, parking areas and community building will be installed and maintained.

9. All buildings, landscaping, signage, and similar features within the planned unit development shall be
developed with a coordinated architectural style.
The proposed landscaping will be required to comply with the Town’s native plant schedule as
set forth in the Zoning Ordinance. No signage is proposed at this time, however, any community
identification and individual unit signage will comply with the Town’s sign regulations. The
architectural design of the cottages and community building will be similar in style and
materials.

Staff Findings:
The Town’s adopted Land Use Plan for 2040 establishes that this project property as well as the entire

Professional Business District will be in the future Skyland Mixed Use Corridor District. The encouraged land
uses for this future district include mixed use development, residential (live/work, multifamily, townhomes,
small-lot single family), neighborhood commercial, small-scale restaurants and breweries, small scale hotels,
civic and educational uses that support community residents and open space. By applying the Conditional Zoning
tool for this property, the Town will create unique, site-specific district that will have particular benefits and/or
impacts on both the immediate area and the community as a whole.

The conclusion of Planning Staff is that this proposed development can meet or exceed the regulations set forth in
of the zoning ordinance including Professional Business District standards, required development regulations
(Article 7), Planned Unit Development standards and the adopted Town of Sylva Land Plan for 2040. Approval
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for this Conditional District and Planned Unit Development is required by the Town Board of Commissioners for
this application. Planning Staff will issue a zoning permit at the time of final plan review/approval.

Geoffrey asked is the MAHEC was robust enough to support this development for several years

MAHEC Presentation: Richard Bassell, a representative of MAHEC, addressed the board and explained the
purpose of MAHEC’s program. Housing is needed for students in the health care education programs being placed
in rural communities. MAHEC has been awarded grant funding through AHEC for student housing projects. These
programs aré for 3 and 4% year medical students. Students will be in the resident houses for periods of time
ranging from two to three weeks to approximately three months. Buildings for this project will be built off-site and
brought in. Final completion will be done on-site. All buildings are in compliance with the state building code.

Approval or Denial of Application Request and Consistency Statement:

Melissa Madrona made a motion to recommend approval to the Town Board of Commissioners the map amendment
request, the application of the PUD and the consistency statement. Alan Brown seconded the motion and the motion
carried with a unanimous vote.

Short-term Rental Review: Paige gave the Planning Board an update on what the Board of Commissioners
discussed as revisions to the short-term rental ordinance. Recommended changes by the Board of Commissioners
include the following;:
1. Parking requirement does not apply to the DTB district.
2. The rental shall comply with all local ordinances and state laws in force, including but not limited to the
Town of Sylva noise and sanitation ordinances.
3. Required postings by property owners.
4, Owners must provide recycling and solid waste containers.
5.  Short-term rentals in the LDR, MDR, HDR, DTB, GB, and PB districts are only allowed as an accessory
use provided that the primary use of the main structure is owner-occupied or a long-term rental.
a. Existing short-term rentals are exempt from this requirement. An existing short-term rental is a
rental for which an occupancy tax was paid for the rental of such property prior to August 25,
2022,
b. If a short-term rental property is exempt, a change of ownership will trigger compliance with this
ordinance.
A public hearing will be held on August 25, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. for the proposed ordinance amendment.

Melissa Madrona commented that these revisions seemed more restrictive than other surrounding communities.

ADJOURNMENT: Russ Harris made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:14 p.m. Melissa Madrona seconded
the motion and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.

Boyd Sossamon Amanda W. Murajda
Chair Town Clerk




WORK SESSION & REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners
July 28,2022

The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on July 28, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. hosted in the
Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C. and held electronically by Zoom.

PRESENT: Lynda Sossamon, Mayor Paige Dowling, Town Manager
Ben Guiney, Commissioner (remote) Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk
Greg McPherson, Commissioner Eric Ridenour, Town Attorney

David Nestler, Vice-Mayor
Natalie Newman, Commissioner

ABSENT: Mary Gelbaugh, Commissioner

Mayor Sossamon called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
STAFF PRESENT: Lynn Bryant (Finance Officer) and Jake Scott (Public Works Director).
VISITORS: Hannah McCléod, Dave Russell and Ina Sams.

AGENDA: Commissioner Nestler made a motion to add an Allen Street sidewalk discussion to the agenda. The
motion carried with a unanimous vote. Commissioner Nestler made a motion to approve the amended agenda. The
motion carries with a unanimous vote.

WORK SESSION
ARPA FUNDING/PROJECT DISCUSSION:
1. Allen Street Discussion:

Jake Scott reported with 60 days of data from the Allen Street inclinometer study shows movement of the
land. Kessell Engineering reports that a repair with soil nails and ground anchors through existing wall is
needed. The borings showed the fill is improperly compacted. There are no water issues like other
failures. It is estimate to cost $595,000 for a deep seeded repair and $320,000 for soil nails and mesh for a
total of $915,150. This can come out of the $3,000,000 received to repair the park.

The sidewalk proposed between Bryson Park and Chipper Curve Road would cost an estimated $397,000.
The design cost for the sidewalk would be $27,500. Manager Dowling recommended that the board
approve the design work cost of $27,500 and continue to work on full cost estimates of the rest of the
project. The Board discussed having the sidewalk on the Chipper Curve side of park versus a sidewalk on
the other side of the road.

Commissioner Newman made a motion to approve the amend grant project ordinance for Bryson Park and
Playground Equipment showing the $27,500 as a portion of the total expense. The motion carried with a
unanimous vote.

2.  ARPA Funding/Project Discussion:
The board had discussions on ways to spend the ARPA funds. The Town will receive in total an amount of
$872,593.60. Mayor Sossamon added that she would like to see the Town use it in the categories initially
authorized by the Federal Government.

Items recommended:

-Implementation of the Scotts Creek watershed plan at Bridge Park. Jake Scott reviewed the
concept plan with the board.

-Purchase a developable lot for low-income housing, possibly with assistance from J ackson
County

-Place power lines on Mill Street underground

-Cover the Sylva Pool

-improve ventilation in Town Hall—estimated that all town buildings could be done for $8k
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-Outdoor dining grants

~Community table

-Solar panels on town hall

-ADA ramp from Railroad to Landis Street
-Downtown bathroom-if not enough other funds

NEW BUSINESS
SHORT-TERM RENTAL CLASSIFICATIONS AND USE STANDARDS: Commissioner Nestler introduced
draft revisions to the existing short-term rental ordinance. Currently there is a ban on STRs in the LDR zoning
district and very little restrictions in other residential districts.
Proposed changes:
#1 Technical amendment to add the purpose of the ordinance

#2 Remove traffic flow diagram and add that parking must be provided on-site. At a minimum,
two (2) spaces for the unit must be provided. One (1) additional space must be provided for each
bedroom over four (4). This parking requirement does not apply to the DTB district.

#3 Clarify that rental shall comply with all local ordinances and state laws including but not
limited to the Town of Sylva noise and sanitation ordinances.

#4 Property owner must post rules and ordinance requirements in rental

#5 It is the responsibility of the property owner to provide residential recycling and solid waste
containers that comply with Chapter 28, Article II, Sec. 28-35 through Sec. 28-38.

#6 Outdoor signage, no greater than two (2) square feet), located near the main entrance door of
the rented space, must be provided with the property manager's name and 24-hour access phone
number.

#7 If more than two (2) citations are issued by the police department within a one (1) year period,
the property will be placed on six (6) months of probation. During that time, if no additional
complaints are placed, the property will be removed from probation. If additional complaints are
lodged, the property may no longer be operated as a rental property for a period of one (1) year
and may be subject to fines if found in violation of Town ordinances.

CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner McPherson made. a motion to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS. 143-
318-11(a)(3) to consult with the town attorney at 11:13 a.m. The motion carried with a unanimous vote.

Commissioner McPherson made a motion to come out of closed session. The motion carried with a unanimous vote
and the Board entered into regular session at 11:48 a.m. No action was taken during closed session.

Following closed session, Commissioner Nestler noted the following amendments:
-Change the sunset clause to an exemption for existing STRs from accessory use requirement

#8 Short-term rentals in the LDR, MDR, HDR, DTB, GB, and PB districts are only allowed as an

accessory use provided that the primary use of the main structure is owner-occupied or a long-

term rental.
(a) Existing short-term rentals are exempt from this requirement. An existing short-term
rental is a rental for which an occupancy tax was paid for the rental of such property prior
to August 25, 2022.
(b) If a short-term rental property is exempt, a change of ownership will trigger
compliance with this ordinance,
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Commissioner Nestler made a motion to change the August 25, 2022, meeting from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The
motion carried with a unanimous vote.

Commissioner Nestler made a motion to schedule a public hearing for the short-term rental ordinance amendments
for the August 25, 2022, meeting at 5:30 p.m. The motion carried with a unanimous vote.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Guiney made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:53 a.m. The motion carried
with a unanimous vote.

Lynda Sossamon Amanda W. Murajda
Mayor Town Clerk




PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Town of Sylva Planning Board
May 19, 2022

The Town of Sylva Planning Board held a regular meeting on May 19, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. hosted in the Board Room
of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C. and held electronically by Zoom meeting.

PRESENT: Boyd Sossamon, Chair Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk
Rose Bauguess Paige Dowling, Town Manager
Alan Brown
Russ Harris
Geoffrey Hirsch
Melissa Madrona
Kendall Waldrop

ABSENT:

Boyd Sossamon called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
STAFF PRESENT:
VISITORS:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Russ Harris made a motion to approve minutes of the February 17, 2022 Planning
Board Meeting. Melissa Madrona seconded the motion and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.

NEW BUSINESS

Short Term Rentals: The Planning Board discussed the rules and regulations pertaining to short term rentals in the
Town of Sylva. The Town Board approved the zoning ordinance rewrite as presented for short term rentals and then
requested the Planning Board review for further clarification. Short term rentals are not allowed in the low density
zoning district. Based on legal cases, it will be difficult to implement a registration process for these types of
rentals.

The Planning Board discussed short term rentals as a secondary use to a primary residence in some districts and
allowing whole house rentals in others.

The following are proposed amendments to Article 5, Section JJ:
JJ. Short-Term Rentals (Airbnb, VRBO, etc.)
1. Parking must be provided on-site. At a minimum, two (2) spaces for the unit must be
provided. One (1) additional space must be provided for each bedroom over four (4).

Add: Parking is not required if located in the downtown business district. If Short term rental
is a secondary use, designated parking must be available in compliance with the Town of
Sylva on-street parking ordinance.

2. A traffic flow diagram must be included with the approved development plan.
3. Town of Sylva trash and recycling hours of roll in and roll out must be adhered to by guests.

4. Outdoor signage, no greater than two (2) square feet), located near the main entrance door,
must be provided with the property manager's name and 24-hour access phone number.

5. If more than two (2) citations are issued by the police department within a one (1) year period,
the property will be placed on six (6) months of probation. During that time, if no additional
complaints are placed, the property will be removed from probation. If additional complaints
are lodged, the property may no longer be operated as a rental property for a period of one (1)
year and may be subject to fines if found in violation of Town ordinances.
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The Planning Board also discussed expanding the coverage of violations for short term rentals to items related to
sanitation, etc.

Future topics for discussion:
1. Native Plant List for zoning districts
2. Agricultural Level 1 Uses
3, Discussion on night sky and lighting standards
4. Penalties section

ADJOURNMENT: Melissa Madrona made a motion to adjourn the meeting at at 6:30 p.m. Kendall Waldrop
seconded the motion and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.

Boyd Sossamon Amanda W. Murajda
Chair Town Clerk




Paige Dowling

From: Lynda Sossamon

Sent: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 11:52 AM
To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Re: FW: Short Term Rentals

No, | did not.

On Tue, Sep 6, 2022 at 11:45 AM Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org> wrote:

Hey Lynda,

Did you reply to this email from Alexandra Brockman? If so, will you forward your response to me? | need it for the
public records request.

Thank you,

Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 586-2719

From: Paige Dowling

Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 1:21 PM
To: Lynda Sossamon <mayor@townofsylva.org>
Subject: RE: Short Term Rentals

Yes. We left the regulations and they aren’t allowed in LDR, but the Board wanted that sent to the Planning Board prior
to chickens.




Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 586-2719

From: Lynda Sossamon <mayor@townofsylva.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 12:53 PM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Subject: Fwd: Short Term Rentals

So, remind me, did we leave changes to short term rental in the new ordinance?

—————————— Forwarded message -~-------

From: Alexandra Brockmann <alexbrockmann407 @gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Feb 23, 2022 at 12:15 PM

Subject: Short Term Rentals

To: <mayor@townofsylva.org>

Hello,

| saw that the town recently met on February 10 to discuss a short term rental ordinance. Was anything proposed or
adopted during that meeting, or was there another outcome?

Thanks!

Alex



Paige Dowling

From: Lynda Sossamon <lyndasossamon@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 5:12 PM

To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Fwd: Checking in

Here is my communication with public Jeannine and | never met up.

—————————— Forwarded message -~

From: JEANNINE SOWERS <jeanninesowers@icloud.com>

Date: Thu, Aug 11, 2022 at 10:44 AM

Subject: Checking in

To: lyndasossamon@gmail.com Sossamon <lyndasossamon@gmail.com>

Hello old friend!

Been meaning to touch base forever, life keeps hiccuping.

Are you still involved in FOA gala?

How do you feel about the short term rental ban for Sylva? ‘

Will gladly buy you lunch to discuss, or dinner with the four of us if better.

We leave for FL around 8/27 and gone until October. Then have a couple of trips in October.
Hope to catch up soon!

Jeannine

293-3009 landline

407-463-6633 cell
jeanninesowers@icloud.com

Lynda H. Sossamon
828.226.1011 (cell)
lyndasossamon@gmail.com
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PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Town of Sylva Planning Board
February 17, 2022

The Town of Sylva Planning Board held a regular meeting on February 17, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. hosted in the Board
Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C. and held electronically by Zoom meeting.

PRESENT: Boyd Sossamon, Chair Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk
Alan Brown Paige Dowling, Town Manager
Russ Harris
Geoffrey Hirsch
Melissa Madrona

ABSENT: Rose Bauguess

Boyd Sossamon called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
STAFF PRESENT: John Jeleniewski (County Senior Planner).
VISITORS: Karen Mallo

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Melissa Madrona made a motion to approve minutes of the January 20, 2022
Planning Board Meeting. Geoffiey Hirsch seconded the motion and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.

NEW BUSINESS
Karen Mallo, of WithersRavenel, addressed the board and reviewed the zoning ordinance rewrite process. The
Planning Board discussed the following:

-Land Use Plan / Future Land Use Map

-Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance

-Changes from January DRAFT

-Zoning Map

-What’s New from 2.10.22 DRAFT / BOC Meeting
-Future Discussion Items

-Consistency with Land Use Plan

~-Moving Forward

Land Use Plan.

Vision statement: Sylva in 2040 is a vibrant town with a built environment that complements the natural beauty of
the surrounding mountains and streams. Residents and visitors are connected to high-quality housing, employment,
shopping, and entertainment opportunities through a network of safe, multimodal transportation corridors.

-The Plan for Sylva will be used as a guide for making land use decisions, preparing and implementing ordinances,
and influencing the rate and location of future growth. It outlines the vision of the community for
addressing future land use.

-All land use decisions brought to the Town of Sylva will be guided by the vision, guiding principles, goals, and
policies in this plan.

-The Plan outlines the Vision of how Sylva will evolve and change over the next twenty years.

-The overall goal of the plan is to outline a roadmap that will maintain Sylva as a healthy, sustainable, and desirable
place to live

The Land Use Plan is made up of the following goals and policies:

Goal 1: Maintain Downtown Sylva as a unique, historic, vibrant, and attractive local and regional destination

Goal 2: Establish the NC 107 Cortridor as a model corridor in Southwestern North Carolina,

Goal 3: Maintain a healthy balance in land uses between residential, generators, workforce nodes, and park / open
space
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Goal 4: Future development in Sylva incorporates appropriate levels of density and design to support increased
housing options, the viability of neighborhood, commercial, and overall long-term neighborhood
sustainability

Goal 5: The physical character and identity of Sylva is maintained through a high degree of aesthetics and quality
development.

Goal 6: New development and redevelopment projects incorporate creative site design

Changes to the zoning ordinance in the January drafi:

-Removal of Open Space requirements for the Commercial Corridor Overlay District

-Remove limit on number of Accessory Structures — limits based on square footage of existing, principal structure

-Updates to Chicken Keeping to remove referenced to permits. Clarify up to TEN hens, one rooster. Allow in HDR.

. -Updated language throughout to ensure native plants required to meet all landscaping requirements of the

Ordinance

-Added Marquee Signs to Article 8

-Added Definition of Short-Term Rental

-Updated Zoning Map as there was a drafting error showing two neighborhoods as LDR instead of MDR as
intended. -

Changes to the zoning ordinance in the February (2/10/22) draft:

-Article 5 — Remove required separation of bars, private clubs, and nightclubs from churches and schools. Also
remove regulations requiring a kitchen / serving of food with alcohol. These are ABC regulations

-Article 7 — Removed the ability of the Zoning Administrator to replace Native plants with non-native species.
Native Plants must be used.

-Article 7 — Prohibit upward facing lighting except for lighting of US Flag

-Article 7 - Reduce isofootcandle measurements at property line of parking lots

-Article 7 — Require a certain “temperature” of lighting to ensure warm colors not bright white.

Items for future discussion:
-Zoning Map — where to place new zones, expand / reduce, relation to Land Use Plan.
-Separation distances between uses — Sexually Oriented Businesses, Group Homes, etc.
-Hillside and Steep Slope District Overlay
-Native Plants List refinement to set recommended plants for specific sitnations (buffer plantings, street trees,
parking lots, foundation plants, etc.) as well suggested equivalent plantings for common species typically
found at local home improvement stores.
-Outdoor displays in Business Districts. Currently regulated in Article 7, Section 7.3, prohibits outdoor displays
except for outdoor storage and items in the DTB, as long as not left outdoors outside of business hours.
-Agricultural Level 1 Uses — Chickens, Goats, Bee Keeping, etc.
-Revisit Penalties section; fines.
_-Discussion on Night Sky and lighting standards, potential revisions to Article 7.

Consistency with 2040 Land Use Plan
Russ Harri smade a motion that the Sylva Planning Board recommend APPROVAL of The Plan for Sylva: 2040
Land ' Use Plan. Alan Brown seconded the motion and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.

Approval of Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
Alan Brown made a motion that the Sylva Planning Board recommend approval of the zoning and subdivision
ordinance of the Town of Sylva, NC, as revised, the draft of which is dated February 17, 2022 and the Town of Sylva
Zoning Map. The ordinance is in compliance with the requirement of NCGS 160D and is consistent with the goals,
policies, and actions of The Plan for Sylva: 2040 Land Use Plan, DRAFT, which is expected to be adopted by the
Board of Commissioners this month, specifically:
-Action 1.1: Develop new and strengthen existing zoning standards and design guidelines during Sylva’s
zoning ordinance update
-Goal 2. Establish the NC 107 Corridor as a model corridor in Southeastern North Carolina
-Policy 4.2. Ensure that the density/intensity of development will be compatible with the general
characteristics of the surrounding area in which development is located.

Melissa Madrona seconded the motion and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.
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ADJOURNMENT: Melissa Madrona made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:26 p.m. Alan Brown seconded the
motion and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.

Boyd Sossamon Amanda W, Murajda
Chair Town Clerk




Paige Dowling

From: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 6:59 PM

To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Fwd: Town of Sylva 8/25 meeting on STRs

*FOR THE PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST on 8/24/2022

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: The Airbnb Team <getinvolved@airbnb.com>
Date: Tue, Aug 23, 2022 at 11:36 AM

Subject: Town of Sylva 8/25 meeting on STRs

To: Adam & Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>

Hi Adam & Mary,

We hope this message finds you well. We are reaching out to let you know that on Thursday, August 25, at
5:30 PM the Town of Sylva will meet to publicly discuss proposed short-term rental (STR) regulations. These
proposed regulations could impact your ability to host. It's crucial that Hosts like you attend to explain the
importance of home sharing and how it helps support local businesses.

Below is the information to attend Thursday’s hearing:

What: Town of Sylva STR Hearing
When: Thursday, August 25, 2022 at 5:30 PM ET
Where: 83 Allen Street Sylva, NC 28779

The proposal calls for short-term rentals to be permitted in certain zoning districts, but only as an accessory
use if the structure is owner-occupied or a long-term rental. After consulting the town attorney, commissioners
decided to draft the proposed draft ordinance to include an exemption clause for existing short-term rentals.
Take a moment to let the Town know how home sharing supports you and the local business community in
Sylva.

Thanks for hosting,
The Airbnb team

Click here to unsubscribe

Mary Gelbaugh

Dillsboro River Company

18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428
DilisboroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com
www.nhorthcarolinarafting.com




Paige Dowling

From: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 6:59 PM

To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Fwd: New online group for Jackson County Airbnb, VRBO, and STR Owners fr

*FOR THE PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST on 8/24/2022

—————————— Forwarded message --------

From: Nick Breedlove <director@discoverjacksonnc.com>

Date: Wed, Aug 17, 2022 at 2:59 PM

Subject: New online group for Jackson County Airbnb, VRBO, and STR Owners A
To: <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>

Do you own a short-term rental in Jackson County?

Would you like to know what other hosts do in certain situations?
Need a recommendation for a housekeeping service?

Do you have some questions about getting started in Jackson County?

All that and more is why we started a Facebook Group dedicated to supporting Airbnb, VRBO,

and other short-term rental owners.




Click below to Request to Join our new Facebook group. We hope it provides valuable
resources and a positive industry dialogue among our hosts. We will also share valuable

insights from our tourism office directly with you on a regular basis.

If this was sent to you in error, or you have sold your vacation rental, please disregard this
message and let us know to update your e-mail preferences. Feel free to forward this to other

short-term rental owners who have properties in Jackson County.

~ Sincerely,
Ao ‘(%,ufhwt_,
Nick Breedlove

Jackson County Tourism Director
Director@DiscoverlacksonNC.com / 828-339-1160

® ©® @

Copyright © 2022 Jackson County Tourism Development Authority, All rights reserved. Jackson County, in the western corner of North Caroling, is home to the
mountain communities of Cashiers, Cherokee, Dillsboro, Sylva, Balsam, Cullowhee, Glenville and Sapphire. More than 500 square miles of natural beauty and
attractions to the Blue Ridge Parkway, Lake Glenville, Panthertown Valley, waterfall trails, the Tuckasegee River, the WNC Fly Fishing Trail®, NC Trout
Capital®, and Harrah's Casino. View our Privacy Policy. View this email in your browser




This email was sent to marygelbaugh@gmail.com

why did | get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences
Jackson County TDA - 116 Central Street - Sylva, NC 28779 - USA

Mary Gelbaugh

Dillsboro River Company

18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428
DillsboroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com
www.northcarolinarafting.com




Paige Dowling

From: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 7:10 PM

To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Fwd: Airbnb Info

Attachments: Airdna Report.pdf

*FOR THE PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST on 8/24/2022

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Nick Breedlove <director@discoverjacksonnc.com>
Date: Wed, Jul 27, 2022 at 4:22 PM

Subject: Airbnb Info

To: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>

JACKSON COUNTY'S DESTINATION MARKETING DELIVERS:

$292 million in annuai visitor spending in Jackson County | 2,141 local jobs
On average over $800,000 in visitor spending goes immediately into local cash registers every day
$84.5 million in local paychecks generated

=====2= Njck Breedlove, CDME, TMP, CDTP, CHIA
Executive Director, Jackson County NC TDA

Phone 828-339-1160 Website www.DiscoverjacksonNC.com
Email Director@DiscoverlacksonNC.com
Address 98 Cope Creek Road, Suite D, Sylva, NC 28779

[ch{ch{chlchlsh(ch

IMPORTANT: The contents of this email and any attachments are confidential. They are intended for the named recipient(s) enly. If you have received this
email by mistake, please notify the sender immediately and do not disclose the contents to anyone or make copies thereof.

Mary Gelbaugh

Dilisboro River Company

18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428
DillshoroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com
www,northcarolinarafting.com
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Paige Dowling

From: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 7:09 PM

To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Fwd: Financial Stats - Collections for STRs
Attachments: img20220727_16340359.pdf

*FOR THE PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST on 8/24/2022

---------- Forwarded message -~-—-—--—--

From: Nick Breedlove <director@discoverjacksonnc.com>
Date: Wed, Jul 27, 2022 at 4:35 PM

Subject: Financial Stats - Collections for STRs

To: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>

JACKSON COUNTY'S DESTINATION MARKETING DELIVERS:

$292 million in annual visitor spending in Jackson County | 2,141 local jobs
On average over $800,000 In visitor spending goes immediately into local cash registers every day
$84.5 million in local paychecks generated

=====s  Njck Breedlove, CDME, TMP, CDTP, CHIA
Executive Director, Jackson County NC TDA

Phone 828-339-1160 Website www.DiscoverlacksonNC.com
Email Director@DiscoverJacksonNC.com
Address 98 Cope Creek Road, Suite D, Sylva, NC 28779

FFIFIFIFIFE

IMPORTANT: The contents of this email and any attachments are confidential. They are intended for the named recipient(s) only. If you have received this
email by mistake, please notify the sender immediately and do not disclose the contents to anyone or make copies thereof.

Mary Gelbaugh

Dillsboro River Company

18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428
DillsboroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com
www.nhorthcarolinarafting.com
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Paige Dowling

From: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 7:00 PM

To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Fwd: Take a look at this issue from last week
Attachments: The-Highlander-NC_293526.pdf

*FOR THE PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST on 8/24/2022

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Nick Breedlove <director@discoverjacksonnc.com>
Date: Thu, Jul 28, 2022 at 8:41 AM

Subject: Take a look at this issue from last week

To: Mary Gelbaugh <marygelbaugh@gmail.com>

JACKSON COUNTY'S DESTINATION MARKETING DELIVERS:

$292 million in annual visitor spending in Jackson County | 2,141 local jobs
On average over $800,000 in visitor spending goes immediately into local cash registers every day
$84.5 million in local paychecks generated

[x] === Nick Breedlove, COME, TMP, CDTP, CHIA
Executive Director, Jackson County NC TDA

Phone 828-339-1160 Woebsite www.DiscoverlacksonNC.com
Email Director@DiscoverlacksonNC.com
Address 98 Cope Creek Road, Suite D, Sylva, NC 28779

[dd & HEE

IMPORTANT: The contents of this email and any attachments are confidential. They are intended for the named recipient(s) only. If you have received this
email by mistake, please notify the sender immediately and do not disclose the contents to anyone or make copies thereof.

B

Mary Gelbaugh

Dillsboro River Company

18 Macktown Rd

Sylva, NC 28779

(828) 507-2428
DillsboroRiverCompany828@Gmail.com
www.northcarolinarafting.com
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New drafts of UDO presented to Town

Second option would wipe out
all STRs in residential zoning
after two years

By Chiistopher Lugo
editorahighbindsnews. com

Last Thursday, the “Town Board of C
werep with two opti f a Unified D: P Or-
dinance draft proposed by their new attorney Bob Hagemann
with Payner Spruilt.

\Vith the first draft option being a similar droft to the first one
approved in March, the second draft was the highlight of the
meeting, with mentions of a complete banning of short-term
rentals In all residential districts after two years,

“These draft proposals have come from the working group
that we have had and alsa from the dialogue that we had with

the full board in closed sessian with our attorneys,” Highlands
Mayor Patrick Taylor said,

H Jouthis bytelling
did have the right to apprave sending either one or both af the
draftstothe planning board, but they are early drafts of the UDO.

“These proposals are subjected to change through the pro-
cess based on the planning board’s review and recommenda-
tions, aswelf as public comments when you have a public hear-
Ing,” Hagemann sald. “There [s an opportunity for whichever
of these drafts that you send to the planning board to be revisad,
refined and changed. This Is a starting point for the processyou
areabout to embark on.”

He went an to state the minor changes to the first draft of
the UDO.

itation based on related individuals. This draft takes that from
three to five, which is consistent with the definition of family
that is already in the UDO. Second, there Is a slight tweak on
who can certify the sdequacy of the septic system. Third, there
is a clarification that existing contracts prior to adoption conbe
honored. Fourth, there is a ntechanism for potential revocation
far up to a year and there is a clarification that if a short-term
rental right Is revoked for a year, that does not cost the right
to contintie as 1 non- use. Those are the
very, very minor tweaks to the amendments that the board had
previously approved,”

For the second option, Hagemann said they decided to take
adifferent approach,

*The fiest version, of course, in R-1 and R-2, allows units or

“Essentially thisiswhat the d initially
and as you all know it was discovered after the fact that the pub-
lic hearing was not properly advertised,” Hagemann soid. “So,
once ft was realized and ined that the public hearing had
not been advertised, of course, that approval by the commission-
erswas invalid. So, we have made a couple of minor tweaks. The
earlier versfon Himited the number of occupancy in short-term
rentals to three unrelated individuals. There was a bedroom lim-

prop that haver ly been used as short-term rentals
to continue to be used ns short-term rentals, subject to a lim-
itation on intensification. The second version takes n different
approach. One, it takes away permitting completely for short-
term rentals, Under the second proposal, short-term rentals are
permitted, by right, subject to certain perforimance Himitations

See TOWN, Page 6A

Save Highlands
conducts impact
study of STRs

By Christopher Lugo
editorghightandsnevs.com

How much of an impact do short-term rentals make on the
econowmy of Highlands? That is the question that has been asked
sincethe beginning of the discussion of STR's began ast August,
and hasyet to be answered.

Save Higl ftupontt Ives ta find
ducting an fipact study and according tothe group, the results
wouldb ifthetown weretobanalish rentals,

“ dshas ybeena that sees con-
cern, shares It, talks about it, and works together to resolve it,”
The group said in a staterent provided by David Bee, “Thiswas
different. Short-term rentals were put in front of the firing squad
so ubruptly and it was dumbfounding to us that the Town would
take such a swift and drastic action based on the complaints of
a few lond people, without exploring the ramifications to this

ity as awhole,a ity that was buflt,
made vibrant, and thrives off the tourism industry, We took it
upon ourselves ta look at the impact of the economy on cur com-
munity, because 1o one else was interested in doing so. We did
thisas a way to shed light that this idea of shutting down short-
term rentals is way bigger than one persen being annoyed by a
renter making noise (an fssue which there are already laws and
recourse established to deal with.) The study is about our com-
munitles’ shops and restaurants, the owners of those establish-
ments, and the workers at those places.”

‘\When first thinking about doing a study, the group sald the
goalwas ta have reasonable evidence that a study should be done.

“Studies are costly and we in no way wanted to shoot from
tite hip and declore ‘do a study,” so we found a group of busi-
ness-minded peaple who also love the area and asked them to
put their expertise together,” The group sald in the statement.
“Th d commeon busi puttogether arough
draft study that showed dire cansequences if a rental shutdown
occurs, Conservative numbers show short-term vacation renters
spend $165,000,000+/- on rent and downtown; morein town than
on rent evidence points to, A secand model showed the spend-
ing to be $37,000,000. Due to, among other things loss of local
jobs, therewill be a $19 million hit to local businesses, and if you
add the economic multiplier (which is a fancy way of saying the

See STUDY, Page 2A
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Fhoto by Chistepher Lugo/Staff
64.1 percent of Highlands residents agreed that the summer months are when their cell service is the worst.

Survey: Highlands residents fed

By Christoper Luga
editerghighlandsnews.com

[t is known that Highlands is a resort
town that brings in thousands during the
busy tourism season. With the influx of
people and recent concerns about cell
phoneservice on social media, The High-
lander sentoutaquestionnaire tofindout
what Hij if
when it comesto completinga call orsend-
ing atext.

with

Results of the survey
In two days, 110 people responded to

the questionnaire, and 73.4 percent said

they fived in Highlands full time, while
26.6 percent said they were seasonal.

Qutof 108 respondents to a question
asking aboutwhich service provider they
used, 76,9 percent {83 peaple) sald they
were using Verizon, 18.5 percent (20 peo-
ple) said they ore using AT&T, 1.9 per-
cent (two people) sald they are using
T-Mobile and 2.8 percent (three peaple)
marked other.

With the busy season in Highlands
starting in the spring and lasting until
November, most people said summer is
when cell phone service is the worst with
64,1 percent (66 peaple,) but natevery-
oneagreed. 19.4 percent (20 peaple) sald
it was the fall and the spring, 2.9 percent

up with cell phone service

(three people) said winter and 40.8 per-
cent (42 people) inarked all the above.

Why is cell phone service
important?

‘Whether it be emergencles, keepingin
touchwith family orentertainment, High-
lands residents made it clear that quality
cell phone service Is esseatial,

For Faye Wurm, keepingin contact with
her child and wark Is swhy good cell ser-
vice is important.

“Most Importantly,  have a child. He

Sea SERVICE, Page 2A

Pulitzer Prize winning author to give lectures at CLE on President Carter

By Kaylee Cook
reperter ghighandsnevss com

Acclalmed historian, journalist and Pulitzer Prize winning au-
thor Kai Bird will be giving a series of lectures the first week of
August at the Center for Life Enrichment.

Bird will be hosting a total of three lectures, each of which
will focus on one of his books. The first of the three lectureswill
be held at the Performing Arts Center on Tuesday, Aug 2 from
10a.m. unti 12 pan. and will be on Bird's most recent blogra-
phy The Outlier: The Unfinished Presidency of Jimmy Carter.

“['d nhways had a fascinationwith {Jimmy Carter],  Bird sald.
“Hewas atipping point between the old-time FDR kind of Dem-
ocratand the Ronald Reagan [neo-conservatives] that came in
the 803, | wondered why he had not gotten reefected. | actuaily
had an interest in him and after finishing my first book, [ went

dowr to Georgia and did a magazine profile of him, thinking [
might sant to do a biography and in the course of writing the
magazine story, [ decided [ was the wrong guy to do it because 1
didn’t understand the South or Southern Bap-
tists orrace. And, | realized it was also too early
because his presidential paperswere still par-
tially closed. So that was 1990. And then, you
know, jump shead 25 years, I sortofcame back
to the subject after reading some other books.
By then, his papers werelargely open, and you
E know, I'm glad [ did it. [twas alot of fun.”
Bird Bird wasraised in the Middle East by hisU.S.

Diplomatic parents and entered into the four-
nalis career in his early 20s. This led him to eventually writ-
ing his first biography, The Chairman: John J. McCloy and the
Making of the American Establishment.

1

DALl

National CHHS to host
Blueherry open house

| Month
Local ‘you-pick’ Humane Sodiety Is
farm preps for celebrating 35th
busy season year
Page 1B Page 1B

Afterthep of his fivst few Birdbegan
to toy with the idea of writing about President Carter but decided
that [t was teo early in his career. By the time he circled back
around to Carter, it was 2021 and Carter’s southern roots and
values would still prove to be a tricky part of Bird's endeavor to
highlight the former Georgia Govenor's “unfinished” presidency.

“Itwas only one term, and he wasvery ambitious, snd people
forgat, but he wasactually quite effective, He passed a lot of leg-
islation, and not only controlled the White House, but the Dem-
ocrats controlled the Senate and the house. He was quite effec-
tive in passing all sorts of quite momentous legislation. He per-
suaded Congress to pass faws requiring safety belts, airbogs in
altautomoblles, which save nine or 10,000 lives ayear, Heeven-
tually tackled inflation by hiring and appointing Paut Volcker as

See BIRD, Page 3A
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is active with his friends, goes around town with friends, to the
park, fishesat Harris Lake and goes to the pool,” Wurin said. “If
there isan emergency, I worry about him not belng able toreach
me or vice versa due to Jack of good service that seems to really
center In the downtown area during peak season ond times, ft
canbe scary forany parent to not be able to reach their childand
more scary for a child to not be able to reach their parent. Sec-
ond, I am s realtor, Itis my life line. ! live in-town, in Highlands,
justa fewblocks from Main Street, When we geta huge influx
of peaple (weekends, holldays, alt of July and October) my calls
don't go out, they don’t come in, my messages don’t send, my
volcemallsdan’t came theough ond thot means [ lose business.”

Niki Conner egreed, saying the safety of her teenager ls why
she needs good cell phone service,

“f¢ 15 scary knowing if my teenoge driver hos an accidentor
car trouble, she most likely will not have cell service to call for
help,” Conner said, “S: home, Ifthe ki

and we don't have Wi-Fl ealling, there’s no cell service to con-

CMLTOFAND OQUT HOW AT
Center for Plastic Surgery

[828)%26-3763 | DR, ROBERY T, BUCHANAN, MD
209 Hospiral Drive, Suite 202, Highlands
WWW.LLASTICSURGERY TODAY.COM

Annunal Summer.

Our 82* Season-on Main Street!
Monday:Baturday10- 5 | Open Sundayain Seasan
285263160

tnct anyone if we hove an emergency.”
Forresident Cosey Fiint, thelr cell phone makes them feel sofe.
“My cell phone makes me feel safe because [ know my Joved
ones are only a phone call sway,” Fiint sofd. “If [ have oo emer-
gency1 can calf someone to help me, Without my cell phonc 1
wouldhave to rely intheeventofan
cumstance. Thatbeing said, there nrc many amazing *strangers’
withgaod U are some *strangers’
that do riot have good intentions.”

What do providers tell their customers?

Several respondents have reached out to thefr providers ask-
Ing for solutions to thelr concerns, Many stated that thelr pro-
ylders responded with answers varying from upgrading to 5G
tomountaing getllngin theway of towers.

Jomes. hed out to Verizon about
his cell phone service and they responded by mafling him anew
SIM card and network extender.

“Verfzon mailed nnd we insmlled n:w SIM cards which did
nothing P 1, “Now, Ver-
Izon 1s sending 2 network extender to be attached to our home
Wi-Fi. Pechaps this will help with service within our home, Butft
1willda nothing about poor connectlons from Main Street High-
lands. C: with Verizon . difficult at best.

{dentify specific problem areas or changes in service.

Verizon is currently workIng in the Asheville area west to
Waynesville to increase caverage and Is continuing to prepare
thearea for 5Q deployment,

“{n the meantime, we continue our ongoing network invest-
ment In this area. In 2022 alone, we will deploy 16 new netwark
solutions In Western North Carolina including new macro tow-
ers, small cell sites, capaclty edditions on current sites, and re-
peatersto increase 4G LTE capacity and caverage,” Schulzsold
by email.

Customer thoughts

Autumn Beck added to the questlonnaire that she loves that
Highlands s loved by somany, but the influx of people s crush~
Ing the service towers.

“Ilove thet our town s laved by so many people far and wide.
However they are all crammed In this small town with hundreds
of people and it's crushing our service towers, our internet ser-
vices and our lifestyles,” Beck safd, “It can be a lot to take In.
Nat to mention it’s not just once or twice @ year. Qur town has
become so popular that {t operates 2477, All seasons. 365 days
ayear.It'salot for a full time local to take In.”

Mia Nelson said she just sants more answers.

“Offersoluﬂuns, if there are any, Hke building another tower,

{tisveryhard to thelr agi ke them under-
stand the prablem correctly,”

Another respondent sald she teled to reach out but her pro-
vidertold her to report theconcern via thelr app, but she couldn’t
get enough signal to run the app far a report.

Rabin Neal called Verizon last week when her family couldn’t
make or receive calls.

“They seemed clueless to any intecruptions in service,” Neal

. said.
What Verizon told us
Karen Schulz, with Verizon's Globol Ne(\vork nnd Technol-
id company otnb-

ing through network performance data in our area and are nat
seeing ony unusun} traffic growth in the six primary counties
in Western NC.

Noran
pared to YOY trends or third pa(t) conducted wireless carcier
network comparisens,” Schulz safd by email.

However, the company frequently receives reports of prob-
lems during the tourist months.

“We regularly see arise in reports of service changes in West-
ern NC in summertime due to higher tourist traffic, terraln and
folinge and believe that some of the fssues belng reported are st~
teibuted to that annual seasonal change,” she said.

She added they work directly with customers who call in and

d budget,” Nelson said, “Explalnin

more detall what s the cause of the worsening service”

For Adam Henry, who works remotely in Highlands, service
has gotten progressively worse since spring of thisyear,

“Making calls doesn't seem ta be atfected but dato has been
bad since spring,” Henry sald, “Also, what [ call ghost signal
swhen the phone shows service butwon’t make calls or use data
seems to happen mare often.”

How to improve your cell service

To reset your network settings on on iPhone, go to settings,
click general, scroll down to transfer or reset iPhone. Click reset,
then reset netwark settings. Then your IPhone willturn offand
resel the nietwork, then come back on as normal,

hite following tonot resetyour iPhone
to factory settings as this will delete all of the phatos, contacts,
ete, off of your phane, Preferably try doing this after an iCloud
backup, just to be safe.

1 you have WI-Fi at home and have a smartphone, connect
your phone to Wi-Fi calling so that you are able to make and re-
celve calls/texts using your home's Wi-Fl, and not relying on
cell towers.

Restart your phone, in hopes of helping reconnect to the net-
work’s nearest tower,

Hannah Styles, reporter for the Smoky Motuntain Times, con-
tributed to this article,

sider the draft economle work

Study

thathasbeendone, butwecom-

lations cited by nuthors using
the Bureau of Economic Analy-

pel the leadership of ourtown  sis, USTRAVEL.org, PSU.edy,
From page 1A to think throughthisond hire  milllonimilesecrets.com  and

unapen firm to help.” ‘World tavel and Tourisin: The
jntown gets spent “To find thi forthestudy, Ce i

money.

againand again intown, 2 per-
son buys at o shop, the shop
pays taxes and hires people,
they eat lunch in town and
then buys gas, etc.) then that
number impacts our town to
the tune of S190 million.

“So, whether It's $165 mil-
{lon, $37 mlllon or $190 mil-
tion; any number you choose, it
shows thisissseriousand huge
Issue. We want people to con-

thegroup sad they used several
different sources including the
Travel and Touristn Research
Association TTRA, a leading
ndmcme for higher standards

Jated

of Travel Tourism.

When talklng with busi-
ness owners about the Impact
of short-term rentals, the group
said the study Isn’t telllng the

ing via word of mouth, for-
wardedemalls, and even some
direct questions,” The group
sald n the statement, “I don’t
think it takes an economist to
know this is not good for their
business, This study isn't tell-
ing them anything they dan’t
aiready know but it is quanti-
fying the uncertainty for them.
The result has been that we've
thelr: and

search, analysis, and market-
ing, Daniel J. Stynes’s 52 re-
searchworkswith557 cltatlons
and {802 reads, including Iin-
pactsof Visitor Spending on the
Local Econamy, RIMS I tabu-

i SUMMER HOUSE

Complete Home Fuirnishings

m REEVES

Summer Classics ¢ Castelle ¢ Southern Home

o

AFRICA

they don'tal-
ready know.

“Most of the discussions
have been batted around back
andforth betweenthebusiness
owners themselves but we da
getsnippets of the generalfeel-

% AWAITS
J

Let's safari:

many who were silently sup-
portive of Save Highlands in
the beginning have become a
bitmore vocally and financially
supportive instead of wishing
to remain anonymous. I think
they realize that while this fight
isdirectlytargeted at the short-
term rental owners, they're col
tateral damnge.”

‘When asked how he felt
sbout the impact study show-
ing the projected losses, Pres-
ident and managing director
of Old Edwards Inn Richord
Delanysald it wasaneye-open-
fng figure.

“Itis areal eye-opening fig-
ure for the owners of aur small
businesses and town over-
all, and the repercusstons are
more widespread than the huge
Toss of reveaue and clientele for *
our businesses,” Delany said.
“It means loss of tocal jobs,
notonly for the business com-
munity but for the network of
locat workers that earn & Jiv-
ing by supporting these rental

Please visit cur ouldour decks and porches to sce the Beautiful New Collections. g ;Z‘::i:n;:sgp:g:::ﬂiﬁ:

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond Alastair Lamont | % 52&350 8910 zgﬁgsrz?::ﬁ::;i‘;::“;i;

MONDAY - SRTURDAY 9AM « 57M, CLOSED SUNDAY | fromSouhifid . £ infotelric com j 4 L form dup-

2089 Dillard Road, Hightands (2 miles from Main Strget) Laura Lamont | & www.alriciawaltsus.com keep, Particularlyduring a time
B28-§36-5577 + www.summethouselighlsnds.com e 1] Srom Atlautu @ eofricanwalts
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Study

From page 2A

of unstable economy, having
both the husiness owners and
local laborers facing possible
loss of livelihaods as we move
intoarecession paints aprelty
dismal future for our town,”

Krysti [Henderson, owner
of the Cake Bar, agreed that
herbusiness would greatlybe,
affected.

“Vacatlon visitors stock
thelr pantries and enjoy our
products, as do repeat visi-
tors,” Henderson said. “The
drop in local retail demand
would affect us greatly. A
revenue decrease would be
upwards of $85k annually,
canservatively, without the
shopping generated through
STRs.”

For Molly Grace and Ally-
son Butlders owner Stepha-
nie McCall, small businesses
depend un the income from
the STR community.

“Highlands snatilocal busk
nesses depend on the income
from the STR community ta
prosperand attract aur young
people to come back here and
live aad make thelr careers,”
McCall said. “Many of the
STRY s have fam-

shop for the lacals and our
visitors.”

The group satd this studyls
fmportant to the residents of
Highlands because banning
short-term rentals coutd hurt
295 people directly.

“295 peopte will lose their
Jjobsin town,” The groupsald.
“If unconsidered the town will
hurt 295 people directly. Tivo
hundred ninety-five people's
jobs are on the Hae, and we
are having trouble getting our

$122kannually.”

\With Highlands spend-
ing large amounts of money
to bring peopte to town, the
group said they are worried
about the unintendad conse-
quence of fuviting people to
town but nuaking then stay
outside of the city Hmits if
there ara no short-term rent-
als available In town,

“Hightands spends large
smounts of maney to bring
people to tawn, There are

tocsl g to consider
this threat? Why? Why will
they not conduct a study and
find the truth about the impact
of thelr choice?

“Much has been said nbout
the need for housing for work-
ers In town. We agree that s
an jssue to work on, snd we
want to detend the rights of
those workers to bave jobs
o go to, These are real lives,
Real people. [tis Irresponsi-
bleand flat out negligent that
we'd knowingly fet this hap-
pen. That we would let our
beautiful, vibrant and bur-
geoning town turn intoashell
of what it fs taday is simply
unfathomable.

“An argument was givena
few ntonths back at a Town
Halt Meeting romanticizing
the days when you could get
a last-minute reservation ar

ily ties and have a love for this
community. They improve
thelr homes, which in return
fmproves the quality of neiglh-
barhoods. We tove our town
and only want what s best for
all, but I believe we need this
Income for us to continue to
thrive and have oll the amaz-
ing restaurants and places to

a store front parking spot.
The idea that we want Main
Street parking empty like the
good old days is a farce. Peo-
ple remember easy parking
but not the Jack of shops and
great food. So many of these
businesses simply will not sur-
vive going into a potential re-
cession with an added tass of

adverti: forwine fes-

*tivals, music festivals and

high-end craft shows, inad-
dition toJust visiting the Town
of Hightands fora vacation,”
The group sald. “Nowwe will
be inviting people to come but
telting them they have to stay
outside the cityfimits? Theun-
tntended cansequence of this
tsthat Hightands couldend up
as a tourist destination for
anly day trippers and motor-
cycle clubs passing through.
The renters who come to the
town bring families, spend
bignioney on food and shops,
and dopricler things. Theyare
the ones wha rent hames. We
are the beneficiary with better
shops, restaurants and such,
supported by them.”
Despite that the lssueis on-
going and could be angoing
for a while, the group said
they are willing, as they have
been from the beginning, to
sitdown with the town, other
STR groups and other resi-
dents to have a conversatian,
“Inshort, wedidastudy to
illuminate the serious threat
and high risk that an uncan-
sidered decision inight bring
upan the businesses, the

Bird

From page 1A

head of the Federa) Reserve and knowing quite
well that Volcker was going to jack up interest
rates and restrict the money supply and put the
econemy into arecession, justas Carter washead-
ing into a reelection campaign, So, it was a fact of
real political courage to do this. His political advi-
sors were telling him nat to appoint Volcker, but
e did anyway, because he thought inflation was
avery severe problem and had to be addressed,
And, itwasVolckee's policies that were successful,
but ittock two years and Ronald Reagan actually
ironically gets credit for beating inflationswhen
{t was actually Carter who started the process.”

While Bird has written a handful of other bi-
ographies, The Qutlier is his first attempt at writ-

Subiritted Phato
The Outlier is his first attempt at writ-
ing about the life and work of a former
American President,

Ing about the life and work of a former Ameri-
can President.

“The hardest part, you know I've done any num-
ber of other biographies, but this is the first full
presidential biography, and it was difficult ina
way that theothers werenot. Whenyou're dealing
with thelife of a president, he's grappling with so
many issues every day, So, you have to figure out
away towrite a narrative that isn't overwhelm-
Ing that reflects what the President is doing on
aday to day basis and conveys the larger story
at the same time. So, that was the challenge.”

Despite the challenges, Bird sald that writing
the book was like a historical treasure hunt and
gave him the access to information that hadyet
to be seen or read by anyone outside of Carter
himself.

“I asked Carter about the whereabouts of the
papers of his personal lawyer, a guy named Char-
lie Kirbo,” Bird sald. “Three days later, [ gota
phone call saying that they discovered them in
theatticof Kirbo'swidow. And about six months
later, [ was given access to four or five boxes of
these papers, and they proved to be awhole new
window into Carter and his really cool odyssey
and his thinking, because Kirbo was very close
to him, and these papers had never been seen by
any historian or anyone else besides Carter, And
they really became the backbone, the skeleton of
my entire narrative.”

Bird wilt also be giving lectures on The Good
Spy: The Life and Death of Robert Ames on
‘Wednesday, Aug. 3 from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m.
and American Prometheus: The Triumph and
Trogedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer on Thurs-
day, Aug. 4 front 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Both of
these lectureswill beheld in the CLE lecture hall.

Registration for all three of the lectures is cur-
rently open and costs $35. Bird's books will be
available for purchase at the lectures and attend-
ees will have the opportunity to get the books
signed by Bird. For more information visit the
CLE website ot wwww.clehighlands.com.

,
Erick Baker
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warkers, and the locals who
Tove what we have here,”
The group said. *H the town
chaoses to say goodbye to
the families wiho rent homes
here, we will say goodbye to
and seciously fmpede thelive-
lihoods of many townspeople.
Allthese nice cestaurants will
not be supported by day trip-
pers, motorcycle clubs and the
few full-time residents that
cemain in the shell of what s
nowa vibrant and wonderful
place. Save Highlandsismade
up of local hameowners and
tocal full-time restdents and
we have been barred from any
conversation, For us Justice is
theonlyoptionfeft. We didnot
want to start lawsults, but if
wearenotallowedtositatthe
table with our neighbars and
speak as conmmunity men-
bers, we have no chaice. Do
youknow thatit hasbeen pub-
lely stated that the doors are
open but not one time has a
conversation been allowed?
The doocs are closed.”

Ristoranty

%&/@(l&

www.paofettis.com

Trusted in the Highlands-Cashiers
area for the last 37 years

Also serving Lakes Glenville, Toxaway, Keowee,
Jocassee, Hartwell and North East Georgla

25% OFF Cleaning & Repairs

Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces
from around the waorld,

Monday -Sa\urda& 10am ES Spm‘ | Sund;v ﬂpm - 4pm

%,9)7&'@;

ORIEN AL RUG GALLERY

WINES & CRAFT

THE
TAMPA
TRUST COMPANY

ASidsnd The St i T Creriny

TRIVATE WEALTH MANAGTMINT

Haod Craddosk. CPA, Ditector of Family Office Services
James MeArthur, Sentor Vice Presidant, Wealth Services

828-526-5759

Main Street Oak square. Highlands NC.
wwwshly

Dinner / Bar
Call for Reservations:

EXCEPTIONAL I
818.526.4906

COCKTAILS

BAY

Trust & Estate Services
{nvestment Management
Family Office Services

828.482.8737 | tompabaytrustcompany.com
268 Hwy 107 South | Cashlers, NC

The Suvbst Coptiry Tost
olpis 1 florida o

% Bidurtoty S g oty b peedded froom their
e, Fascstrents inrchas f5¢ ond 4 2t gaesd

sHospitality com/OrchardSessions




4A +The Highlander

<

Thursday, July 21, 2022

The
Bighlander

DIRECTORY

* Hours
Open Monday ~ Fridoy:
8:30a.m. - Sp.m;

+ Location
134N, Fifth St
Highlands, NC 28741

« Contact Us
Telephone: 828-526-4114
Fax: 828-526-3658

Mail: PO. Box 249
Highlands, NC 28741
E-mails
news@highlandsnews.com

* Submissions

The Highlander encoutages
readers tosubmit itemns of com-
munfty interest to the newspa-
per for publication, Thereisno
charge for runningitems Involv-
ing community activities or on-
nouncementssuchasweddings,
births and landmark anniversa-
ries, Wewill print photographs
for such snnouncements free of
charge. ftems should besubmit-
ted us far as possible inadvance
of the event's date or the date
of requested publication. The
newspaper attempts to run all
items ns close to the requested
date ns passible. Slnce there s
no charge for these items, they
appear in the newspaperon g
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* Advertising

For information on placing
classified ads, see thefirst page
ofthecl dsection, Display

ROOFING SERVICESING  <0ur fntness s Built o Qualty € Sorviee”

(828) 524-7773
www.highlandernc.com

“WAYAH INSURANCE GROUP®
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Police and Fire Reports

ads and Inserts may be ordered
by contacting our friendly sales
staffat 828-526-4114.

« Subscriptions

The Highlander Is deliv-
ered to mail boxes via U.S,
mait on Thursdays. Subscrip-
tions within Macon County and
Cashlers are $35 for one year,
Year-round subseriptions for
seasonn! residents who live In
Macon County for at least six
months are $45, Out-of-county
subseriptions are $55 for one
year,

To start your subscription,
call 828-526-4114 for credit
card orders, or sendyour check
te PO, Box 249, Highlands,
N.C.28741.
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. Highlands Police
Department

July4

Highlands policeresponded
to avehicle accldenton U.S.
64, Vehicle one was parked
out of the roadway facing
southwest on U.S. 64. Vehl-
cle one obtained damage to
thebackleft door. The driver
of vehicle one noticed dam-
age at thescens but falled to

County Detentlon Center,

July11

Highlands pofice responded
toa vehicle sccidenton 1789
Franklin Road. Vehicle one
swas attempting to tum around
in the drveway. Vehicle one’s
left tire went into n ditch on
theright side of the driveway,
thenbacked intoa treeonthe
opposite side of the driveway.

July 12

L
;

reportthe d: thetime,

July8

Highlands policeresponded
to a vehicle accident on SR
1603. Vehicle one was trav-
eling on SR 1603 away from
town. Vehicle one applied
pressure to brakes Into 2
curve, Vehicle one cantin-

ted to the newspaper for pub-
lication. Photographs should
be In focus. Color or black and
white photographsare accepted.
People In photographs should
be {dentified with names and
acontact person with a phone
number should be fncluded tn
the Information.

« Accuracy Policy

The Hightander strives to
protuce error-free newsreports,
‘When mistakes occur, it igour
policy ta correct them as soon
astheyare brought to ouratten-
tion. To requestu correction, call
the editor st 828-526-4114,

Intheevent of errors inad-
vertisements, The Highlander
will be responsible only for the
space occupied by the actual
ervor. The publisher assumes
no financial responsibhity for
omisslons,

* Back Issues

The Highlander malntolns
coples of back Issues for sale
for up to one year or as long 8s
the supplylasts, When request-
ing by mall, back coples are $2
each, to cover postageand han-
dling. To research or reviewar-
ticles published more than one
year ago, bound coples of the
newspaper are avalable for re-
view at The Highlander office.

* Copyright
Copyright 2022,

The Dighlander. Nopart
of this publication may be re-
produced in any manner with-
out specific written permis-
ston of the publisher. All rights
reserved.

htand wentoff the
road on the left side, Skid
mark lengths from braking
are 70" on right side and 38’
onleftside.

July9
Highlands police responded
to a all for service in High-
Jonds, According to the incl-
dent rcport, the subject tokl

toacall about embezzlement
at 22 Dillard Road. Accord:
ing to the Incident report, an
employee charged 533 74 of

personal

July 17

Highlands police re-
sponded to a call about lar-
cenyat 601 Maln Street. Ac-
caording to the incident re-
port, a Tenton Turtleneck,
corduroy skinny jeans,
Tommy Bzhama Denim
Jeans and a Toad and Co.
Dress were stolen.

Highlands
Fire & Rescute

July 13
Firefighters responded to
u fire alarm at 8:44 p.m. on
hl Court.

nesses' account,

July I3
Highlandspolice responded
toavehlclesccidenton U.S.
64. Vehicle one wasattempt-
ing to back out of a parking

July 14
Firefighters responded to
a fire alarm at 6:36 p.m. on
Sagee Drive.

July 16

spot, Vehicl was travel-
ingwest on U.S, 64, Theleft
rear corner of vehicle one
struck the frant passenger
side door of vehicle two. Ve-
hicle one appeared to obtain
no damoge, Vehicle two ob-
talned minor damage to the

hehadbeen  p door,
kidnapped.
July16
Hlghlands pollce arrested Highlands policeresponded

Uriel Nicodernos Rivera Villa,
26, fordriving under the influ-
ence, RiveraVillawas heldon
2.$1,000 bond at the Macon

toacallaboutlarcenyat476
Carolina Way. Accarding to
theincident report, $15 was
stolen.

dto
afirstresponders callat 6:51
p.n. on Boathouse Lane.

July 17

2022 Upcoming Events

atlhe
Center for Life Enrichment

July Schedule

“Beethovenand M} Alday by 22nd
Time; 10:00-1200 Cost: $30/$40 Presenter: Gary Motley

Decoupaging Oyster Shells, Tuesday July 261h
Time: 1000-1200 Cost: $45/$55 Presenter: Colette Gark

» Gumba Comme AMa Malson (Gumbo Ltke at My House)
Toesday July 26th Time:5:00-7:00 Costz $60/570
Presenter; New Mountela Events - S010 0UY

Coltege Football Preview, Thursday July 28th
Time: 200400 Cost: §35/445 Presenter: Tony Banhart

v b kes, and Ts 1 Disasters that
Caused Death, Denmdlunznd Affected Amuhm Forelgnand
Domestic Policy, Friday July 29th Time: 10:00-12:00
Cost: §257535 Presenter: Mark Smith

Journatism Amid Disinformatton, friday Auly 29th
Tiene: 200400 Costs $25/835 Presenter: Leigh Ann Galdwell
August Schedule

The Cheese Biscult Queen, Monday dugust 1t
Time: 1:00-4:00 Cost: $25/535 Presenter: Mary Martha Greeae

is- Nats

Watercolors Beglnners 1, Monday Avgust 15t
Thme: 100400 Cost: $70/$80 Presenter: Mary Cavalol
The Outllers The Unfinished Presidancy of immy Carter
Taesday August 2nd Time: 10:00-12:00 Costs$35/545

4

dto
acall forpubllc assistanceat
9:41 pan.on Franklin Road,

July 18
Firefighters responded to
8 motor vehicle zceident at
3:29 p.m, on Dillard Road.
Firefighters responded to
& fire alarm at 6:12 p.m. on
Spring Street,

Dillard man dies in single-vehicle crash in Sky Valley

A Dillord man died In a
one-vehicle crash on Bald
Mountain
Road near
the Inter-
section of
Peak and
Peak, ac-
cording to
Sky Val
fey Po-

Jice Chief Dillard

Ryan Hanchett
Publisher

Vaughn Estes.

Thecrashoccurred around
12:40a.m, July 9. according
10Georgia State Patrol (GSP).

Tyler Lee Dillard, 34, of
Dillard, was traveling west
on Bald Mountain Road in
Rabun County when he Jost
control of his sliver 2017
Chevrolet Cruze LS.

The vehicle traveled off
Bald Mountaln Road and

onto the south shoulder.

The Chevralet rotated
clockwise and struck a tree
with its left side.

After impact, the vehl-
cle came to an uncontrolled
finot rest facing east on the
southshoulder of Bald Moun-
tain Road.

Dillard was pronounced
dead on the scene, accord-
ing to law enforcement.

The Good Spy, Wednesday Avgust 3rd

Time: 10:00-1200 Cost: $25/$35 Presenters KaiBird

Rourbon Baslcs, Wednesday August 3nd Time: 5:00-7:00

Cost: $90/$100 Presenter: Suszn Reigler« SOLD OUT

American Prometheus: The Tumph and Tragedy of ). Robert
Oppenhemier, Thursday Avgust dth Time: 10:00-1200
Watercolors Beglnners |, Thursday August dth

Time: 100400 Cost: §70/580 Presenter: Mary Cavaiol

Cont for |sctures I $25 formembers /$35 nonmembars

Studants Attand All $25 Lecturas for FREE,
Walk ing lerﬂ:nnul

Center for
Life Enrichment

www.clehighiands.com
628-526-8811
clehighlands@yahoo.com

The Bighlander staff

Christopher Lugo Kaylee Cook Stephanie Mason Pam Kolber lody Pierson
Editor Reporter Production Managet Office Manager/ Retall Sales
Advartising Sales Representative
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Our View

Thank you, Highlands

As the famous English poet, Geoffrey Chaucer once said,
“There Is an end to everything, to good things as well.”

For the pust year, | have been immersed in all things High-
lands, from town board of commissioners mectings, ta high
school sports and events alt around the Plateau.

1 have loved every bit of my time here, butas our cartoonist
Duncan Greenlee says, it is time to move onward and upward,

There are several pieces that [ have written that | could talk
about, but one thing is for sure, it takes a unique person to
write sbout this community. it is no easy task, being a small-
town journallst, but the people make it worthwhile, The peo-
ple in Highlands love fiercely, whether it be loving the town
itself, their nefghbors or an issue in the town. While the busy
season is indeed busy, It was enjoyable finding stories in the
off-season highlighting businesses and residents when the
town is quiet.

A lot of my time In Highlands, | spent writing about the
short-term rental issue. It is clear that it is the number one
issue in Highlands, no matter what side of the argument you
are on. | hope that everyone will come together to come up
with a reasonable option for oll parties, but { know thatlsa
hard task in itself,

There are several people that | would Jike to thank, first
off, my publisher, Ryan [tanchett, thank you for giving me
this opportunity. 1 have learned a lot, so thank you for tak-
ing a chance on me. Second, Pam Kolber and Jody Plerson,
thank you for making every day at work fun. A day didn’t go
by that I didn’t laugh. Third, our sister paper’s editor, Mi-
chae} O'Hearn, thank you for providing jokes, classic rock
analogies and collzboration. Finally, thankyou to the people
of Highlands. You welcomed me with open arms and let me
telf your stories, which I am forever grateful for,

For my next venture, [ will be stepping away from the news-
paper industry, it hasbeen a long five years, but Hhave fearned
so much along the way. | wilt stort Aug. 1, as the lead digita!
multimedta journalist for WKRG News 5 in their Pensacoln,
FL. Bureau. ! will have n lot more to learn when it cames to
television news, but  am looking forward to the challenge.

Twill definitely be back to visit this gorgeous town, 5o please
feel free to reach out!

. "
Editorial
The opirions expressed in “Our View" are these of
The Hij Editorial Board, isting of Publisher
Ryan Hanchett and Editor Christopher Lugo.

Letters to the Editor

The Highlunder welcomes your opinions. Letters to
the editor may be mailed, faxed or emailed. Letters must
include a daytime phone number and address sowe can
verify your letter. Phone number and address will not
be published. Letters must be signed and be no longer
than S00words. Writers are limited to one letter every
30 days. Wewill not publish letters making personal at-
tacks or letters endorsing political candidates., Letters
may be emailed to editor@highlandsnews.com.

The Bighlamder

"The only newspaper, since 1958, devated exdlusively to
the Issues and events of Hightands and its people ..."

134, Fifth Street
P0.Box 249
Hightands, N.C. 2874
Phone: 823-526-4114 - Fax: 828-526-3658
£mal: editorahighlandsnews.com

Our Misslon

The Highlander Is published with prda for the people of Highlands,
W djolnt esh ity Inc, Athens,
Ga. We belleve that strong newspapers buld strang communities
~ "Hewspapers get things donel” Our primary goal Is to publish

and profitable community-orlented newspapers. This
misslon will be accomplished through the teamwiork of professionals
dedicated to truth, integrity, loyalty, quality and hard wosk.

ManNeSmith, Chainnan ~ Mark Major, Prasident
Rachet Hoskins, Reglonal Publisher

Qur Staff
Publisher Ryan Hanchett
Editorfal Chrtstopher Lugo, editos
Kayles Cook, reparter
Mvertlsing Jody Plerson, retail sales representative
Praduction Stephanle Mason, productionmanager
Office manager  Pam Kolber

The Common Tater

So LonNg, CHRISTOPHER,
HigHLANDS 18 GONNAX

MiSS You/

Letter to the Editor

Thanks to all invelved
in Low Country Shrimp
Boil

Onbehalfof Friends of Found-
ers Park Board of Directoss, |
want to thank all iovolved in
aur Low Countey Shrimp Boil at
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
held on July 9. Qur 5th Annual
Low County Shrimp Bail coutd
not happen without the gener-
ous suppert the 280 patros who
attended. Alsa because of gener-

Kay Craig ond Theinas Craig of
the Ugly Dog Pub served up ex~
celfentbrews and provided first-
rate wines.

‘The Low Couaty Shrimp Boil
alsa could not happen without
the kind support of the follow-
ing doners and spoasars: Foed
and Wine Festival, Inc., Paula
and Barry Jones, Beverly Elfars,
Babby Haynes, Alfred & Marleen
Salo, Highlands Chamberof Com~
merce, The Dry Sink, The High-
lander Newspaper, lightands

-danors
andsponsors,wehadanathersuc-
cessful event to benefitthe pare.
Specialthanks goout to our event
chair Bill Edwacds, our dedicated
board nrermbers and excellentvol-
unteers. The food was mastecfully
prepared by Chef Marty Rosen-
field assisted by Doc Wilson and
theescellent staff, Board member

Newspaper, Laurel Magazine,
WHLC, Ugly Dog Pub, The Busi-
ness Spot, Main Street Nursery,
Ratary Club of Hightaads, Tote

Melatyce-Ross, Gandner Davis,
Tom Stribling, Pegsle Pryne, Rob-
ert E. Smith, Jim Waed, Chip &
Mandy Reames, Bert McCall, and
Fred Smith,

Friendsof Founders Parck boand
wmembers include Disie Barton,
Songa Carpenter, Caroline Cook,
Kay Craig, Carter Davis, Bill Ed-
wards, Hank Ress, Mary Guy
Gunn, Kay Hodges, Jim Qas-
terte, Julie Schattand Gary Wein.

Friends of Founders Park is 4
501{¢) 3 chacitableorganization
and 1003 of all donati d

How slavery
ruined
the South’s
environment

‘We have taken down the Si-
lent Sam Civil War monument
on UNC Chapet Hill's cam-
pus and the
statues  of
Confeder-
ate soldiers
on  many
courthouse
plazas,

But there
are  other
menuments
to the Civil
War  and
slavery that
cannot  be
removed—
unfortunately.

In*Scarsonthe Land: AnEn-
vironmental History of Slavery
inthe American South,” David
Silkenat explains how over a
200-year period stavery made
possible environmental disas-
ters that cursed and continue
to curse our reglon.,

Silkenat says the slave own-
ersin America's South saw their
landscape as disposable.

Using intensive farming
methads made possible by slav-
ery, southern plantation own-
erswore out their farms. Rather
than rehabilitating the Jand as
they exploited it, they simply
bought new land to replace
what had been rulned.

Sometimes, the replace-
ment land could be purchased
nearby, Other times, the own-
ers and slaves from worn-out
plantations would move from
North Carolina to fresh londs
inAlabama or Mississippi, with
the enslaved people watking all
theway,

In Virginia, Thomas Jefferson
notedin 1793 that he didnotuse

D.G.
Martin
Columnist

for park enhancement, ftis hard
toimagine Highlands without our
beautiful d pack. Thank

Landscaping Sevvices Inc., Mayor
Pat Taylor and Laster Norrisof the
Town of Highlands.

Our hard working volunteers
for this year's event included
Dinoh Davis, Dave Jeltison, Cathy

youfor gour generosity and forat-
tending our event.

- Hank Ross
President,
Friends of Founders Park

to fertilize or replenish
hisworn-out tobacco fields “be-
cause we canbuyanacreof new
land cheaper than we can tna-
nure an old acre.”

Twenty years later Jefferson
acknowledged that the inten-
sive farming by his slaves had
left hissoils inert.

Butthe environmentaldam-

Mayor on Duty

Mycaltfor K P
pose compromises concerning
STRsunderscoresthecommunity
stalemateon
thiscombat-
ive issve. |
asked stake-
holdecs  to
publicly put
forth  any
proposed
compromise.
Lwanted the
commu-
nity to see
if there was
anycoramon
ground.

Some Interpeeted that caltta
nigan}wasgoing tositdewnwith
apposing groups and negotiote
a compromise. With the town
facing a current lawsuit over
the issue and potentlal fegal ac-
tions ahead, for me ecany board
member to negotate a compro-
misesettlement is not an eption,
Qurlegal rep ives might

Patrick
Taylor
Mayor

The would altow
STRsinR1and R2onlimited o
basls. Let'ssayin RIanyhome-
awner could do short term rent-
als for 30 or 40 days out of the
year, [n R2 short terms rentals
could be dane for 76 or 80 days

add this position seems toques-
tion the vatidity of zoning in the
most basic terms. As Commis-
sioner Hehn suggested at the
July 14, Special Hightands Board
meeting, hoimeownersonaverage
can make $40,000 a year doing

peryean Tl ouk

prevent both residential zones
froe belng avthing mace than
year-round “Ghost Hotel” dis-
tricts and curtail the commer-

STR. Whywould they bewilling
to compromise only to see their
income levels fafl towhat can be
made dofng long term rentals at
best?

fwith slaverywas
natlimited to farmlands.

In North Carolina, for in-
stance, intensive enslaved fabor
made possible the exploitation
and destruction of the magnif-
icent longleaf pine forests that
covered our state. To secure
the pitch and tar from the pine
trees, enslaved labor topped,
and scratched the surface, tak-
ing the ‘blood’ the trees needed
to sustain themselves, leaving
only ghosts of once-magnifi-
cent forests.

Sikenatwrote, “Intensiveex-

clalization and Aslt Ibefore, wehave  traction

ofth i hoods. Sound: pposingsideswithnotmuch  mental factors to expedite the

gowd, or does it? in between. I routinely receive  forests’ destruction. Scarifica-
Now mycritique. Those folks tellingme the ¢ d by repeating chip-

whodonotwant STRsin theicR1
neighbarhoods would say short
teem rentals would be aliowed
10 ar 15 weekends during the
high peak of the Highlond:

town should fullyaliow STRs, or
thatwe should not sllow themat
all, The compromise described
above would probably generate
tewal sctions st ‘

sea-
son. InR2 even more timas, 30
weekendsor morecouldbe done,
‘Theywould pointoutthat theten-
e

bothsides,

Onaside note, some folks say
the only fair solution is to grand-
ol Thave becn dai

dencyunderthisc

muta would be to rent oa week-
ends to folks coming ta ottend
weddings and other partyevents,

e able ta enter negotiativns, but
onlyif the board directs them to
do so. No such directives have
been given, and I don’t see that
circumstance onthe horizon, es-
pecially since the planning boand
will soon be reviewing twodraft
propasals for amending the town
ordinances pertainiag to short
term rentals,

With that said, let me throw
out & hypothetical compramise
and then polnt out fts pitfalls.

exactlyactivities that cause their
coneerns,

Folkswhoare for STRs would
contend that the town is mpos-
ing limitations on their property
rights, and that they should be
allowed to short term rent theic
property as they see fit, Asane
top, outspaken realtor hos putit,
any restriction on theuse of resi-
dential praperty Is o violation by
the town of property rights, and
itis also Communistic! I might

tatherth

ping made the trees vulner-
able to wood-baring Insects
such as the ips beetle, the tur-
peatine bore, and the black tur-
pentine beetle, Stripped of their
bark, the pine trees stoad de-
fenseless agalnst these Insects.
Aturpentine-borer epidemicin
1848-1849 along the Cape Fear

STRs. Oth thatgrand-
fathering creates two property
levels within one zoning district
and that is not foir either,

The Hightands Planning Board
will address these Issues as they

River d ¢ the heart of
North Carolina’s longleafpine.”

Also, In North Corolina, the
use of enslaved labor during
the gald rush days before the
Civil War made possible the

makethelrr Jations in
the coming weeks, The High-
lands Town Board will carefuily

Sations

£ of gold but tefta ru-
ined landscape behind,
In South Carolinn, the rice

consider

and implement amended STRor-
dinances. Regardlessof o final de-
cisfon, U suspect people fa black
robeswillhave thelr say afso, The
courts mayor may notbewhrea
comprornise tukes place,

that made that
state wealthy before the Civil
War, required an enormous
commitment of enslaved labor
to dig and manage the canals
and other waterways that pro-

See MARTIN, Page 8A

The Highlander (1SSN 244-420) is weekly on Thursdays. Subscriptions cost $35 per year for persons liviag inside Macon County and in Cashlers. Seasona subscriptions (requiring at feast six
months of Macon County delivery) are available for $45, One-year subscriptions are $55 per year for persons living outside of Macon County more than six months of the year. The Highlander
Is located at 134 N, Ffth St., Highlands, N.C. Periodicals postage paid at Highlands, N.C. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Highlander, PO. Box 249, Highlands, N.C.28741.
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Do
From page 1A

Those two years are subject to
change basad an publie Input
and planning board recomnten-

inthe R-3and the business zon-
jog districts. Inthe R-1 and R-2,
the way the ordinance is struc-
tuced, there s no permit issued
for short-term rentals, but there
1s nio prohibition foc twa years,

datlons, but early discussion has
been twa years, The date in the
draft s Sept. 1, assuming there
{sulate August adoption.”

1f the boaed chose to sdopt
option two, basically it would
allow any units in the R-1 and
R-2 zoning to be used for short-

Certifled Public A
Parsonal Financlal Specialis|

Bebioue in Abundance

Offering tax-smart
Investing custom
designed for
your life.

term rentel, with a permit, with-
out reporting and without reg-
fstration, regardless to whether
they had been previously used
for 3 short-{esm rental,
SEssentiaflywhatitls isa fevel

basedon the structure of onesen-
tence within a state statute, We
tave done our best i the first
draftto frame bath thelanguage
ond the substonce of the pro-
posal tulegally full clearly within

playing field forollp
ers in the R-1and R-2,” Hage-
mana said, “Theyconchoose to
use thele prapertyfor short-tenn
rmml o5 rvzquenllyorlnrrequemly

the realns of permitting ond not
registration.”

Stoting that he s the most cou-
tious person fn the room, Hebo
sald thathels \mmed about tell-

Y ket allowsnd
again, without a peemitby right,
butafter twayears, theshort-ferm
rental use must cease, The word
for this is omortization, It s an

that they can'toper-

au something that hasbeen per-

mitted in the town, however, the

othercommissioners interjected

stating that short-tern rentals
4

with a strong philosaphical and

plaining the xnggesled changes,

evenalegal objection ta thecon-

cept and tool of amortization. It

should not be sorprising ot atl, If
o adontth i

claiiiing they
didu'r recetve it In the registered
correspandence, we attached the

) P .

thon, that itmight bechallenged.
Again, inmy view, thelawisclear
and dates hack to 1970, thot it is
onovailable constitutional toalin
North Cacoling, but 1 don't deny
that there are lawyers thet have
4 contrary podnt of view and, ul-
timately, i ft is drawn forward, it

Ton’s prog
mant (with the Planning Board's
redlincdedits), andwe highlighted
portians of the proposcdordinance
thatwe believedvere either prob-
Ismatic or inlawful. Each high-
Hghted ondinance prwiston hada
correspanding elaboration in the
body of the letter. Taken together,

Tandled by the courts.”
Stdh)ermade amationtoop-

thered-

lined, highlightedordinancetore-

floctour posltion on the short-termt
{amend

i of anone

have not beeaalk

pro-

useafter time.
3o, dunngmepenodoftmmup fo
tir date whenteh usemuust cease,
theyaresllowedin R-1and R-20s
anon-conforming use. Again, to
repeat myslf, the proposalwould
then, at that given date, require
the cessation of theuse through-
outR-1and R-LThosearcessen-

tially the diffs the
s Th

Gem Show July 21st - July 23rd 10-4

Full Service Jeweler -

Moke fl“%m.r;/

YOUR DESIGN
YOUR STATEMENT
ONE+O7A+KIND CUSTOM DESIGHS

Fine Custom Jewelry
Repalrs + Restorations « Appralsaly ’

1528, 2nd Street | Highlands, NC | 828-526-5858
wwaannkBthtslgns\cum

opportunity for the publicto re-
view the dmfls, ior the planning
boaed d make

“Itis my ding that
since 2012, short-term rentals
tave been allowed and permit-
ted,” Hehn said. “People have
spent money and they have -
vested. If they are allowed and
sonteone s suddenly deaied
$40,000 a year, we have an ob-
figation to make them whole, [
think we n2ed to open our eyes
to how big of a problem we will
have.] think we really needto go
showand be careful.”

Withth

tion

anyrecontnrndation they chovss
tomake and, of course, theboard
of commissloners can choose,
using its legistative disceetion
9t the end of the process, what,
[fanything, frchoosesta adopt.”

After Hagemana defiveredthe
proposals to the board, comimis-
sloner Mure Hehn had several
questions for the attomey ahout
the proposed amendinents,

The first question was about
section 4.7,1 of the first option,

anthe table, Ta;dorasked Hage-
miona what thefikelihood would
bethatthe townwould endupin
litigationif they were to pass that
option.

“It Is clear to me, with the
high interest of this issue in the
community, it ssems like there

poszls to the planning board for
thereview aud itwos passed by s
voteof4-1, with Hehnopposing,

Alfter the meeting, The High-
landet reached outto bath of the

“Finally, before last week’s
town council meeting, Jennifer
Huff wrote a fetter to the mayor
and copled severalothers fomake
charyetogainthat Sve Highlands

STR groups for 1,
Belaw {s the statement froni
Save Highlands:
“Last week's community dis-

polential solutions. Jt concluded,
“So, incase there lsstill some dottbt
ahmmumilll:wm tawwhw‘th

cussfons seemed to be donth
by the mayor scommient that both

olunmx, p!casemke Ihkmmﬂa:m

The mayorwent on to ¢laint that
heund the Town had ot meiwd
any word from Save Highl

Idence wouhd
acceptany invitation foparticipate
withotherinterest rgmnps, elected
officiuals, appointedofficials, und/

This, of course, Is factually incor-
rect. Moreover, it ignores mem-
bers of Save Highlands publicly
saying at least five timessince this
has started thatwe are willing to

or staffon this Issue. We'e yet fo
receive aliy respoitse.”

The Highlands Nelghbor
hood Coalition sent the follow-
ing statements

“Tha Hiohilands Nelahborhood

meet, including clear
thetownt

Codliti M Town

evenlastweekp
ilneeti 1.l re-

sreresidents nad property

1}

Buard proposing amendments to

ers with different vi of
what they would like to see, and
it's not unusual for those that
are dxsappcin(cd tolookand see

$ponse o these rep
of compromise and pleas for dis-
cusston from Save Highlands, the
Towmsuggestedand, prmnkd the

prohibitall short-term rentals in
R-1and R-2, While we wish the
Hmeline for phasing out existing
STRswere limited toane yearor

the Zoning Comp Permit,
and If it would be considered

itthey ntl chal-
lengeit,” Hagcmann sald. “What

lo-dute wlucll Include a rapid fire

less, we s ! the Board's
desire b9 be fair and reasonable,
Eliminating short-term rentals is
the only option that preserves the
historic natureof the Tt of High-
Il it h

registration, lcan tell you, lyinres Thispro-
“[don'tbelfeveso,”t thatwasan Isimply he Tonen's
said, “Ultimately, the courtwould (ssucm the Wilmingtoncase. The oumght ban and its atlempt o
have tadecide. A est  plaintiffsinthe umcel valid, use
Lrows, Wilminatan's " b L toel
ordinance was challenged and  tiou calted the Instltute for Jus- Inute vacation rentals ulmgah~
wenttotheState CourtafAppeals.  ticeand oneof thelr primary ob- ¢ Hless of dfath

"T'he court held (hat local govern
ments could, under current law,
Have the suthor |

Jjectlons, | helleve, wos to estab-
tishtawia NorthCaralina around
o Therel

i termentals and require permits.

Southern
Highlands

bt
YRR

They did conclude that registra-
tlon, which was part of Wilming-

Court decision that they dotes
back to the 1970s and al feast
two Coust of Appeals decisions

hoods that have made it sospecial
Jarwell werao:ntury Wearevery

&
rights--as we Ve afwuys assumed
was thelr ultimate goal,

W' now Jearned that even
though our attorneys sentd regls-
tered fetter to the town's attorneys
inMarch 2022 withadem:lm red-

1

ton'’s ordinance, wa
Ttwasavery, verytechoicat ruling

TICKETS AVAILABLE:ONLINE OR.AT-THE DOOR
CRAFTGUILD.ORG/CRAFTFAIR | 828.298.7928

that uphe!d th ptof amor
tization. There are cleatly those

lneof thath
alongwithan, mx:wtaledlellertv~

theireffo be-
Iml/‘y the full-ttme andpart-thne
residents of Highlands,”

Moving forward, the planning
boord will review the dralt pro-
posals at thelr regularly sched-
uled mecting, July 25, and then
2 public hearing was scheduled
forAug. 25 at6 p.m.

FEUEE RS

5ta Strong '
ng landls)

For as long as there has been a town, the
people living here have governed it. You've
given all of us a beautiful, vibrant and much

loved place-fo vislt and live,
We belleve you aré of the right side of the

STR issue.

You are not alone.

Our coalltion of neighborhoods, along with
many other neighbots, appreclate and
support the Mayor, the Town Board, and the
voters of Highlands for recognizing and
addressing thé Issue of

Short Term Rentals
in ouy resfdentlal neighborhcods,

HIGHLANDS
NEIGHBORHOOD COALITION

A FROT

HIghlandsNci,g,hborhuod(:oalition.com

CV L ADVACATE

i
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NOT HAPPY PHONAK
WITH YOUR %

HEARING
AIDS?

by W@%

TOWARDS YoUR pug '
(APAIR OF @ng"’“”’; or

OMAK Ef%@ﬁm%ﬁ

ou
weren't happy with them anywayl) {

o Directly connects to smart devices
= Automatically reduces background noise

P H 3 NAK Para d i Sew ® gsgrzzerfsgc;?rammed to fit your hearing loss

» Delivers the most natural hearing experience

Try One of the World's
Best & Newest Hearing Aids

vo | Auddo  Awdio  fudio Audéo e
P31z P13t PR P-AT (Watproat & Swaprosl)

Itis fraportant to have your éilng ; 0
measure and record the patient's hearing aids" checked at Jeast once a year, the reason yol ara.experiencing hearing difficulty.

performance while they are actually being worn, ? % % %

HEARING EXAM & CONSULTATION! VIDEO EAR SCAN MAKES SURE
I7'5 NOT EAR WAX

HEARING AID CHECK UP NO OBLIGATION!

TIDEX

w3 cermn

PHONAK ,
unitron, K TR C‘t:’fﬂlﬁ?iﬂ

100% Micro CIC
{Completely-in-Canal}

100% Digital CIC

100% Diglta!
(Comptetely-in-Canal)

Open-Fit BTE

Digitat [TE

{in-the-Ear) . (Behind-the-Ear}
WAS 5795 WAS 5995 $ - ~{ WAS #1995

$ $ . , 6
Now “393 Now 393 | B~ L (®)now 93

OuRr PROFESS!ONAL STAEF OF DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY
LICENSED HEARING AID SPECIALISTS

m Elite Hearing Centers

\/ B v Rated

OPEN NOW:

FRANKLIN, NC : WAYNESVILLE,NC BREVARD, NC ASHEVILLE, NC
628-634-1710 828-246-9510 828-966-3044 828-505-2593
175 E Main St, Ste F f 120FrazlerSt,Ste5 102 College Station Drive, Stel-9 i 1829 Hendersonville Rd, Ste 130

nplan Phalmaay) {/nPubru .Sh(pplng Cenlel {in the Food Uonsnopplng L‘enfer) (Maiman Plaza, ambs from n:brx)
¢ HENDEHSONVILLE, N H GHEENVILLEIEASLEY, SC GREENVILLE, §C SPARTANBURG $6
028-404- 9201 828-595-9768 i AUGUSTA ROAD » 854-509-645! 864-609-4146 064-913-1092
145 Weaver Blvd. 206 rdAveWest 1 1818 Augusia Street, Ste 110 1746 Woodruff Road : 2500 Winchaster P, Ste 103
{in bz Publx Shopping Denler] 3 (Corner 6f N Church S18 3nd Ave ) & (Mext to Avgusta Grity © {in Pubix Shopolag Cénter behind Welis Fargo) » (Hext to Kanpal of Tokyo)
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Jewelry Trunk Show

Meet Artist Suzy Landa
July 22 - 24
FRI, & SAT, 10AM - 5PM | SUN. 12 - 4PM

T_EEE®
momomom

B omE

BEER » WINE « ICE « PRODUGE » GROCERY
HOME DEGOR « FRESH CUT MEATS, SEAFOOD, ETC, |

e

We have everything you need while enjoying great music
with family and friends outside. We also have everything
you will need for a hot day at the lake or pool.

= e g
R

[
ASOILLEC
MES CQUNTY

W3
B

call or text your deli order to 828-200-4401
and we will have your lunich ready for you to pick up!

828-547-1300
B3 www.IANDCGENERALSTORE.cOM @)

JULY HOURS
MON ~ SAT 9AM - 8PM | CLOSED SUN

=

o=

%%%@M

Obituaries

Edward J, Carr

On Friday, July 8, Edward
J. Carr, husband and father,
passed away quletly,

Over the last ten years, he
spent summers fn beautiful
Highlands, with his wife fone,
Edwasknown forhisoutgolng
personallty, love of his famlly,

setts General Hospital School
af Nursing, MGH NAA grad-
uating os a registered nurse
in 1956

Millie worked many years

Born July and hislove of fishing. Hewill  in nursing at the Mass Gen-

2, 1924, £d be deeply missed. eral Hospita! E.R room and
grew up in § Edwasprecededindeathby  as a E.M.T for the town of
Cleveland, hs first wife Shirley A, Carr, Highlands.
OH, enlist: mother of Debra, Jeffrey, and Mildred was an avld tennis
ing in US Stacey. He Is survived by his  player onthe USTAclreult win-
Afr Corp in wife loncG!urdanu-Carrnnd ningtheWest Palm Beach Open
April 1943, w his child dehitd 1955 and was p 1955
After grad- Lart Zuchrr, Llndsnndn‘,Jumes U.5. Women's Indoor Champi-
vating from onshipin kline, MA,

Right schiool, hewas assignedto
the 357 Fighter Group (Chuck
Yeager's wing) where he flew
64 misslons in his P51 Mus-
tong, named after his older
sister Alice Marfe. 1n 2020 he
was honored with the French
Forelgn Legton Award for par-
ticipation {n the Battle of the
Bulge.

After returning from the
war, Ed Joined Reliance Elec-
tric (Cleveland, OH) where he
had a successful 40-year exec-
utlve career holding monage-
ment positions in Cleveland,
Rochester, NY, Madison, CT,
ond Cineinnati, OH.

Heretired In 1989, whenhe
moved to Vero Beach, Florida,
Inaddition to being the former
commander of the Vero Beach
Power Squadron, Ed stayed
busy volunteering at the En-
vironmental Learning Cen-
ter, leading students ard tour-
ists an kayok and canoe teips
through themangrove swamps
and working with the focal Boys
and Girls Club and at Habftat
for Humanity,

chﬂdrenAudcn undAsherCarr
and Lucaand Owen Dahlstrom.

In leu of flawers the family
requests donations be made to
the Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Vero Beach, FL, or
the Environmental Learning
Center,

Mitdred “Millic” Thomton
Johinson

Mildred “Mitile” Thoraton
Johnson, of Mount Desert,
Maine died at 87, Wednesday,
July 6, 2022
at the Eliza-
beth House
in Flat Rock,
NC.

Millle was
born in Day-
tona Beach,
Florida  on
November
5, 1934, to the Jate Burwell
Thornton and Mildred Fen-
tress Felton.

After  graduating  High
School, Millie went on to
aursing school at Massachu-

Jahnsen

She is survived by her chil-
dren Maynard Johnson end
his wife, Susan of San Diego,
CA, Lewis B. lohnson ond his
wife, Cindlof Leng Island, New
York, and Shannon E. John-
son of Philadelphta, Pa.; thiee
grandchildren, Elise L. John-
son, Derek R. Johnson and
hls wife, Debra, and Chelsea
V. Johnsan.

Int addition to her parents,
Mildred was precededin death
byhersister, Marion Blackman,

Online condolences can be
Ieftat www.bryantgrantfuner-
alhome.com

‘The family suggests plant~
ing a tree in Millle’s memory.

Ella Mue Nix Wilson

Elta Mae Nix Wilson, 91 of
Highlands passed away Thurs-
day July 14,2022,

Funeral services were held
Monday July 18,2022, at Clear
Creek Baptist Churchith the
Rev. Rusty Wolrey, Rev. Mike
Wilson and Rev. Jim Kinard
officiating,

N.C. law enforcement conducting Speed
Enforcement Campaign this week

Lawenforcement throughout North Carvlina
will be pateolling the roads July 18-24 ta make
sure motorists obey speed limits as part of the
“Speading Wrecks Lives” ign, a national

deslgn, safer cars and quality driver education.®
Speedingisamajorcause of injurfesand deaths
on Nnnh (‘am!ina roadways, Lostyear, 424 poople
Jing-related crashes, More-

initfative In conjunction with the National High-
way Traffic Safety Adamnistration.
“Speeding-reloted croshes areat all-time high
Tevels acrossthecountry, including North Caroling,
and one proven way to prevent speedingisonin-
creased lawenforcement presence on theroads,”
said Mark Bzzell, divector of the Governac’s High-
way Safety Progean., “Campaigns ilke these are

. keypleces tadecreasing crashes, evenaswework
an more long-term solutions such as safe road

over, speed was a contributing factor In nearly s
quactecof oll fatal crashes in 2021, Males under
39 gecount for nearly half of alt speeding-related
crashes,

‘Tobesafe, drivers should slways avoid speed-
ing. Speeding reduces a driver's ability to nego-
tinte curves, makes it more difficult to stop a ve-
hicle and Inceeases the risk of ceashes and nfu-
ries because other vehicles snd people might not
e ablé to judge distance correctly,

Martin
From page 5A

vided the right conditlons for the crop, Those
canalsand theic upkeep, odjustment, ond re-

Although th h

ageto th
sels out many mare examples of damage, he
ledges that “the 1 dev-
astation chronieled in this book pales in com-
parison to the brutality of Amerlcan slavery
on human bodies and souls, Yet looking at

slavery through an environmentallens reveals
1

pairs d the natural and
Icft the constal lands permanently affected,
Stimilarly, slong the Mississippi River, the
construction of levees to protect farmionds
from flooding required enslaved iabor, Con-
tlnuingmamtenuncc and repair demanded s

B

e — — e DEL] HOUNS gﬁ

MON - SAT T1AM - 3 PM | CONCERT NIGHTS 5:30 = 8:30 PM | 7
14 RAGGEDY LANE, CASHIERS, NG (NORTON ROAD 1 MILE OFF HIGHWAY 44) 2@

Only 7 mlles from Moln Shres! Highlands & 3 miles from Cashlers

ﬂm

Highlands—Cashlers

for his access to faotba" ‘programs and coac|
nd hls keen insights; Tony will ret

ear to talk about his favorite subj

SEC football programs, he will

lay announcer, Don :

Williams, Executlve Ass

ty of Georgia to comment on th
the transfer portal; the

of enslaved fabor. The
adjuatmems to the nermuolebb and flow of the
viver still ake for the continuing disruption
of the great river’s natucal flosy.
1ncottonand tobaccofields, hardwood and
pine forests, rice fields, goldmines, rivers, and
levees, slavery brought about even more dam-

) Center for ure Enrlchme

.”‘

31
‘,Hl)‘

howth principte p
frtouched.”

Note: The book's author, David Sitkeniat, n
senforlecturer in American history ot the Unk
versity of Edinburgh, has strang North Car-
olina connections. His wife's parents live In
Chapet Hill, His fathee-in-law, Willis Which-
ard, was a North Carolina supreme court jus-
tice and dean of Camphell University's law
school. Whichard himself is the vuthor of
an Important new book, “A Consequential
Life; David Lowry Swaln, Nineteenth-Cen-
tury North Carolina, and Thelr University.”

yihing

To regnster visit: www.clehlghlands cowm or call 82‘8 526 8811
: ‘be held at
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CHHS to host open house
celebrating 35th anniversary

By Kaylee Cook
teporterdhighlandsnevs.com

This year marks the 35th anniversary of the
Cashiers Highlands Humane Society and they’re
Inviting the community to come help them cel-
ebrate at the return of thelr annual open house
event.

Thiswill be the firsttinie in twoyears that the
Humane Society will hold its open house due to

until 2 p.n. and witt boast multiple kids activi-
ties, food, music, $10 rabies vaccinations, free
nail trimmings and professional pet portraits
by Marty Beane.

“Is a family friendly event,” Cashiers High-
tands Humane Society Executive Director David
Stroud said. “We're golng to have some fun stuff,
We're still putting together some last-minute
plans but [ think we're going to have for kids,

eitted Photo

5
we're golng to have face palnting, and we're  The event will be held on July 23 from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m, and will boast muitiple kids

the effects of COVID-19.
The eventwill be held on July 23 from 11 a.m,

activities, food, music, $10 rabies vaccinations, free nait trimmings and professional pet

See CHHS, Page 68  portraits by Marty Boone.

The farm was first opened in the 19705 by Pelham Thomas, a former math professor at Western Carolina L

Fhoto by Kaylee Ceab/Sufl

Mountain Theatre
Company hosts
Spotlight event

MTCs largest fundraiser of the year
a huge success

From Staff Reports

Mountain Theatre Company atthe Highlands Playhouse hosted
thelrannual fundraising benefit event, Spotlight, on July 10, 2022,
at Highlands Falls Country Club. They promated this unique “In-
teractive Entertainment Benefit” as unlike any other, and the
event sold out inonly tea days. The evening featured pop-up mu-
sical perfornmances, a Dancing With the Playhouse Stars compe-
tition, visual art created live during the event by lacal artist Carol
Misner, and sifentand live auctions. Executive chef of Highlands
Falis Country Club, Shawn Olah, curated a multi-course seated
dinner\vl}ere patrons raised a glass and rised support for Moun-
tain Theatre Company's bright future on the Plateau,

The evening spotlighted MTC’s missian to “Engage our soci-
etyby presenting stories on our stage that connect and uplift our
audience; Enrich our culture by providing community outreach
programs to adults and youth in our surrounding area; Entertain

Local ‘you-pick’ blueberry farm

T

o

Photo by Kaylze Cosh/Stafl
Blueberries are an extremely healthy food that are rich
in nutrients such as Vitamin A and Vitamin ¢,

gearing up for busy season

By Kaylee (aok
teporterchighlandsnews.com

Julyls national blueberry month, and a Cullowhee based farm
allows visitors the opportunity to pick their own berrles while
enjoying the peaceful landscape,

Thomas Berry Farm is a ‘pick-your-own’ blueberry farm located
at 78 Medallion Dr. in Cullowhee along the Tuckasegee River.
The twe-acre fann boasts inore than 400 blueberry bushes, all
of the rabbiteye variety. The farm is open every day from 9 a.m.
until 7 p.m. and charges $4 per pound of berrles.

1 think it is more of a summer activity related thing for fami-
lies, you know, or just individuals,” owaer Cindy Anthony said.
“tsee just women or even men coming out here alone, and hon-
estly, it’s really peaceful just to walk between the bushes and
plck berries. [ think just being out here by the river is a quiet,
peacefullocation,”

The farm was first opened in the 1970s by Pelham Thomas, a
formernath professor at Western Carolina University. Thornas,
who passed away in 2020 at the age of 98, was a World War If
marine veteran who started out as a county agricoltural agent
befare enming his Ph.D in mathematics. Thomas retired from
teaching to open his fruit farm, which started out at astrawberry
farm before he switched to blueberries.

“He started out with strawbecries, and they were more main-
tenance so he chose to move from strawberries to blueberrles,”

See BLUEBERRIES, Page 68

oura bybringing quality jonal theatre to the High-
lands-Cashiers Plateau; and Educate our community by inspir-
ing future and longtime arts advocates in the performing arts.”
Multiple performances throughout the event by the current
MTC cast of Jersey Boys was a spectacular hit. They performed
musical numbers from MTC’s 2022 Mainstage season includ-
ing a medley of songs from Jersey Boys, “Boogie Woogle Bugle
Boy" from Sentimental Journey, and an emotionz! grund finale
of “Heart Behind These Hands” from Brooklyn: The Musical.
Ahighlight of the evening was the presentation of MTC’s in-
augural Community Spotlight Awards. Three awards were pre-
sented during the evening to recognize and give focus to indi-
viduals, organizations, and companies wha have been signifi-
cant supporters of MTC and of the performing arts In the High-
lands-Cashiers community. The three awards were given as fol-

See SPOTLIGHT, Page 68

Fhto by Ryan Karcher Fhotography
The full cast sings the finale song, “Heart Behind These
Hands” from Brooklyn: The Musical at Mountain Theatre
Company’s Spotlight Benefit Event.

Nature Notes

Questlon: What kind of frogs do [ hear calling?
~Anonymous, Highlands

Answers Male frogs call to attract females during their breed-
ing season. Although several species of frogs can occur ot dif-
ferent elevations in our region, there are only a few relatively
comnion species locally.

There are two species of toads, the American Toad (Bufo
americanus) and the Fowler's Toad (Bufo fowleri). American
tonds produce a long, sustained onz-nate teilf; while Fowler's
toads make several short calls that sound like a referec’s whis-
tle blast. “Toads usually call most often in early spring.

In addition, there are two species of treefrogs and thelir rela-
tives that muy be heard during the spring aod summec months:
the Cope’s Gray Treefrog (Hyla chrysoscelis) and the Spring
Peeper (Pseudnels crucifer). The graytreeirog is usually heard

Submitted Fhoto  calling high up in the trees and produces a loud, fast, high-
The Bullfrog {Lithohates cateshetanus) makes a serles of pitched, vibrating trill. Spring peepers are niore cammonly

deep bass notes,

lieard calling from low bushes and grasses and as its nane

suggests, makes aloud, high whistling “peep.”

There are olso four species of teue frogs. The Bullfrag (Litho-
bates catesheianus) makes a series of deep bass nates best de-
scribed as a mnooing cow, or “jug-o-runl.” The smaller Green
Frog (Lithobates clomitans} sounds like o banjo string being
plucked loudly. The Plckeee! Frog (Lithobates patustris) Isnot
very foud and sounds like a snore lasting 1-2 secands. Eachof
these is usuatly heard near bodies of water, and mainly during
the summer manths.

However, the Wood Frog (Lithohates sylvaticus) is a winter
breeder. Itlays itseggsinephemeral pools found inmoist deep
woods and mokes a sounid simltar to that of clucking chick-
ens.

- Patrlck Brannon,
Higlhlands Biofogical Station

Subanit your question abont nature by calling §28-526-4123
or by vistting hightandsblvlogical.org.
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: BT T Mountain Flavors
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s = T G Reclpesare ev:rywhcre Whilewalting  dressing is a quick and nutritiouslunch.,  taaboll covered, then fower to a simmer
| inanER Yy il unccrn The foll recipe from “Columbia  for about 10 minutes. The fentils should
K B = formy dearly joved t d1 politan” can'b mealand  be soft enough to eat but not mushy, De-
E 37 read a “Columbla Met- evenheartler mealwhen toppedwithleft-  pendingon thengeofthelentlls, theycould
= ropolitan” Magazine oversaimon, tuna, orcooked chicken. This  take longer to cook. Drain the lentils and
thot featured a French isa perfect surnmer recipe. Bon appetit.  allow thein to cool.
@ = 2R tentil salad with Greek Bring a medium potof solted water toa
£l . ingredients, Soupcan § H H boil, Drop in the sliced kale and drain im-
Ky ErtT T ey = = be a real comfort In French Iefml sal‘ad with medlately. The kalewill be bright green.
- - times of stress even In Greek |ﬂ9r€d fents Add the knle and remaining ingredients
our hot weather, to the cooked fentlls, Toss in the following
SHSES = SRS Lentils are a nutri- ingeedients Greek Marinade,
W w dense and healthy Marilyn 1 cup French or “puy” lentlls, sorted
- I food. The Anclent " and rinsed Greek marinade
Egyy sromans  Underhill 1 teaspoon salt Ingredients
= L ¥ wereearlyusersoflen- oo 1/2bunchofkale, hink 41tablesp virgin olive off
E} [ tils. You can purchase sliced 2 tablespoons lemon julce
brown, green, crange, 1/2 cup sundried tomatoes, sliced 2tablespoons red winevinegar
CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN and red lentlls. Whenyou cook them, they 1/2 cup roasted red peppers, sticed into 2 cloves garlic, minced
1, America’s WW2 President 1. Marine protozsan mushy.  strips 1 tablespoon fresh oregano or 1 tea-
4, Move earlh 2,You use it for your eyes That feature is fine in soups or dips, but 1/2 cup Kalomata olives spoon drled
7. Insecticlde 3. Set aside for a later time notdesirable In a salad, 172 cup marinated artichoke hearts 1 tablespoon fresh thyme or 1 teaspoan
10. Naturally occtaring soid 4, Metrical foat French lentilsare dark green with black 1 tablespoon fresh dill, chopped dried
material 5, Famad joumalis| Tarbed speckles. If thelentit inthePuyy 3 flatfeaf parsley, chopped  1/2teaspoon salt
11, State of fuss 8. Consumes quickly region of France, theyare called “Puylen- 1 cup sheepmilk feta, crumbled Pepperto taste
12. Bhutanese vine 7. Rewards in a chl sult tils.” Grown in another region they are
13, Graek isiand 8, Ksmodo are some called French lentils. Whenyoucookthese  Directions Directlons
::'?’“ Jan it 19:; m"‘ dance fentils they hold their shape, perfect for Rinse lentils snd check through for Whisk ingredients together and pour
by Mag"’a{c"d !ozl e group 14, Gomegnns Castoger salads. Frenchlentilsandawild ricemix-  small rocks and stones. Place ina small  over the lentil salad, Con be served hot,
21, Boasted 17.A room 1o relax ture dressed with alemon juice, oliveoll  potwith3 cupsofwaterand thesalt. Bring  room temperature or cold. Enjoy.
23, Eel-like veriebrate 18, Commerclals
§§ f_;:f:},;m;:qm Jees ;g:ﬁﬁw) ‘Elvis’ movie is good, but not b!:;lmld toplay.” - . S(ge;wns an Elvis mu;et‘lm fn Co[rnc-
28. Not odd 27, Smali European viper viss mama, Gladys, was not repre-  lia(dudng summer months it'sopen from
27, Where you live 28. Bagebg_g;p (;o,doﬂp perfe“’ Tnuseum owner says sented well in the movie. "She wasn tln 10 o.m. to 4 p.m. Friday ond Saturday).
30, Fixed in place 29, Eccentric person Thenewmovie“Elvis”isonourto-watch  buttwoor th Her museum not only displays Elvls's
34, A very large body of water 31. A way fo save for your future Hst, butbefore I fork out 21 bucks for two lngundcuss!ng," Mabe  wart, removed from hishand beforeheen-
35, Moved quickly 32. Young boy tlekets, [ want a rating froma real person, == sald. “She was a reli- tered the armyIn 1958, shealso has a clip-

36, Winged harse

41, Small vaatedfall

45, Hoopsler Gasot

46.0ne who mimics

47, Tropical plant

50, Used of walls
§4.Acitizen of ran

&5, Chrlstian hermit

56. She marries the graam
57. American patrolic soclely
59.Wine graps

60. Schoot of Buddhism
B1.Ateam's best pitcher
62, Consumed

63.Time 2008

64. Par of a company nama
65, Type of bulh

HOROSCOPES

ARIES: Rar 21-Apr20

THis wezk you may find your-
self taking on a teaching or
mentoring rofa, Ares, Itis one
way 1o volunteer in the com-
munity and pay it forward,

TAURUS: Apr 21-May 21
Taurus, this week It may ba
challenglng for you to retate
to others on a certain level,
Try to put yoursetf In some-
one else's shoes and see
things from & diffarent per-
spative.

GEMINI: May 22-dun 21

It's possible you will find
people to be exira aggres-
shve Lhis week, Gemini, Try
nol to react to what they are
putting out, Instead, deflect
that negative energy.

CANCER: Jun 22-$ul 22

Get togethar with others this
week because you can use
some axtra support, Can-
cer, Otherwise, you may
find yourself floundering in
anuncomfortable situation.

LEO: Jul 23-Aug 23

Leo, self-control Is Impor-
tant for you this week, es-
peclally as it pertalng to

Y

33, Midway belween norheast

and east
37, Changed
38. Prominen!
39. Genus of seabirds
40, Event regarded as wrong
41, Skdpped In alively way
42. Mutti-function radar (abbr)
43.A country In W. Africa
44, Bum & compse
47.Women's __mavement
48, NHL greal Bobby
49, Coarse, green material
51, Treated with calcium odda
52, When you hope fo get thers
63, *Partridge” actress Susan
68, What thesptans do

LIBRA: Sept 23-0:23

Take a break and gat some
exercise In the process, U-
bra. Visit a nearby park and
take en extended hlcycls
ride or Jurep in tha pool to
swim a faw laps. Enjoy fresh
alr and breathing room.

SCORPIO: 0ct24-Nov 22
“This week you may consld-
er furthering your education
or leaming new skills. Try
voluntearing if you're not
raady for a financial com-
mitment or if you don't want
a firn schedule,

SAGITTARIUS; Nev23-Bec2i
Spend time with people
who care sbout you, Saght-
tarus. They can help bright-
en your day when things
fael overwhelming and pra-
vide advice when you nead
R’ most.

CAPRICORN: D26 22-Jan 20
Hold your tongus es much
as possible, Capricorn. Even
a sight critictam may put a
parson off you for a white
and that can cause friction
that §s tough to overcome,

AQUARIUS: Jan21-Feb 18

shopping. Do notbuy avery  Aguarlus, even though you

Ilem you see. Rather, think  would Bke to spend musl of
before ur 4l ‘ funacliv-

laldng !he plunge, ities for the future, thia week

have to hunker down

VIRGO; Aug 24-Sept 22 and focus on business,

This Is a good wesk to fook

atthingsin anewway. AR PISCES:Fen19-Mar20

may take Is viewing some-  You may be more sentimen-

thing from & new angle tal now than In the past, Pl-

orwith a revised attitude sces, Feelings evolve and

to hava an entirely new thera Is no wrong way lo

perception.

fesl, Go with the flow,

notsome reviewer’s paid-for hype. § called
Jonl Mabe in Cornella, Georgla,

[kaew she would'veseen the movieal-
ready and woutd have an honest opinion
abput the story and scting. Anyone who
swould purchase Elvis Presley’s wart from
adoctor surely would knosy the skinnyon
the King of Rock 'n’ Roll.

‘The movie, Mabe said, waspretty good, '
but not perfect, Austin Butler did ngood

ing Evis, b
he curled up his lip, he Jooked more like
John'Fravolta than Elvis. But Eivis would

glous woman, [ never
knew her to cuss lke
that."

If you want to know
/i whyJoni Mabeisqual-
ffed to eritique a movie
on Eivis, let

ping believed to have been saipped from
theKing'sveryown toe. Shefound it, when
no onewas looklng, crawling around on
her hands and knees in the Jungle Room
of Elvis's Graceland in Memphis. There
itwas, nestled in that green shug :arpck.

Shecan’tp it L

belonged

tize foryou. toElvis, but she {ssure sboutthewart, She
Phil She has been a de-  pald good money far that wark.
N voted Elvis fon since he Andnow, believe itor not, shecantdisplay
Hudgms died 45 yearsago.She  threeorfourfingermaltclippings fromsing-
Columnist knowsthe factsandfig-

ures, plus the songs.

See HUDGINS, Page 6B
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SAVE HIGHLANDS

SAVEHIGHLANDS.COM

On July 14, 2022, the Town of Highlands
Board of Commissioners introduced an
ordinance that would completely ban all
short term rentals in Rl and R2,
grandfathered or otherwise. This makes
up almost all STRs in Highlands.

“Save Highlands has conducted an
impact study and the results are
devastating for this community.

- The study estimates 385 STRs throughout zones

R-1, R-2 and R-3.

- STR guests contribute nearly $3.8M annually in

Sales and Occupancy Tax.

» STR guests spend an average of $575 per day on

gas, groceries, restaurants, shopping, and activities
while staying at STRs.

- The study estimates STR guests spend more than

$19M at Main Street businesses annually.

- That equates to a nearly $122k annual loss for each

main street business.

Are you a business or a local who relies

on tourism dollars to put food on the
table?

It Is Time To Speak Up.
Support Save Highlands.
SaveHighlands.com
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Cashiers-Highlands Humane Society

A model citizen
named Kane
‘Whenever a conversation
takes place about the greatest
movie of all time, there is cer-
tainly plenty of discussion and

Kane walks like a gentleman
onaleashand hewasan abso-
Tuse favorite walking compan-
lon of last week’s youngsters
in our summer Critter Catmp
program. ln summary, we be-
Heve Kane would make the per-

debate, But there” st

fect for any

among many that the top of the
list belongs to the 1941 droma
Citizen Kane. Citizen Kanewas
produced by, directed by, and
sturred Orson Welles, From a
poltin 1988 of more than 1,500
artistsand leaders {n the movie
Industry, the American Film In-
stitute ranked Citizen Kane as
number one, AFI released an
updated list in 2007 and Cit-
izen Kane still retalned its top
ranking.

Sometimes the staff at the
Cashiers-Highlands Humane
Soclety will banter about who
they think deserves the title of
the greatest shelter dog of af]
time. That is quite an unsci-
entific polt, however, since al-
though three of us at CHHS
have been at the shelter for a
near-decade or more, we can’t
speak of the animalswho came
before us I our 35-year history.
Butwe can say that a current
candidate for that number one
ranking Is two-year-old Kane,

Kane isa spectaculacly won-
derful dog. That may bechock-
fullof superlativesbut meet this
friendly canine and you just
might agree. Kane has excellent
mannerswith the exception of
sometimesjumping up to give
hugs due to his exuberant de-
siretoshaw affection. Heloves
everyone he meets, whether
two-legged or fourlegged.

dog-loving family.

The adoption fee for Kane
Is $100 which includes al-
ready being neutered, micro-
chipped, up to date on vacel-
nations and flea/heartworm
preventative, a free starterbag
of food, and a free [D tag. To
adopt this model citizen, please
completethe applicationonour
website at chhumanesociety.
org. or call 828-743-5752 for
more information.

Rosebud.

Open House

This Saturday, July 23rd
from 11a.m., until 2 p.m., the
Cashlers-Highlands Humane
Society is celebrating our an-
nual Open House and our 35th
anniversary. The eventis fam-
ily-friendly and pet-friendly.
Bring the kids and bring the
pets for lots of fun-filled ac-
tivities, Including: a Jow-cost
(S10) rablesvaccination clinic;
pet portralts by Marty Boone
(from {lam-12:30pm); free
nail trim for pets; food and re-
freshments; music; a CHHS
Hikers for Hounds “mnini-hike™;
raffle prizes and much more,
Plus, all adoption fees during
our Open House are just $35.

The Open House will fea-
ture tours of our 10-acre cam-
pus, the CHHS Conlne Adop-

Phato by Manty Boone

Kane is a spectacularly wonderful dog. Come maet this
friendly canine and you just might agree,

tion Center, the CHHS Feline
Adoptien & Animal Care Cen-
ter,and the CHHS H.EART
of Narth Carolina rescue vehi-
cle. Come share Inthe celebra-
tion of ourlifesaving work that
has resulted In the rescue and
adoption of thousands of aban-
doned, abused and neglected
animalsin our community over
the past 35 years,
Cashiers-Highlands Humane

Society is located at 200 Gable
Drive in Sapphire, cne and a
half miles east of the Cashiers
Ingles supermarket in between
Cedar Creek Club and Lone-
some Valley on Highway 64
East. The na-kill shelteris open
10 a.m., until4 p.m., Tuesduy
through Saturday.

- By David Stroud
CHHS executive director

Rec News

(lasses

» Heart Healthy Exercise
Class Monday — Wednesday
and Friday, 8:30-9:30am. We
have a new instructor Cathy
Hodgson. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-
5263556 for more informa-
tion. The cost for the class is
$25 per moath,

 Agrobics with Tina Rogers—
Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-

Pilates mat work, Yoga and Re-
storative Exercise techniques,
this all-level class is designed
toIncrease strength, improve
flexibility and assist in better
body alignment. Classes began
onTuesday, Nov. 9.

The Recreation Department
Is excited to have the three in-
door Pickle Ball courts and
six outdoor Court open once
again. Pickle Ballwill be played
atthe Department

day from 8-9 a.m.

« Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane - Tuesday and
Thursdayat 5:30pm. Thiswill
be a combination class with
manydifferent type of exercise.

« Strength training (Tues-
days, 8:15 a.m., until %:15
a.n) Aim for strong, lean
muscles using light weights,
body weight, and high repeti-
tion to shape and tone. Learn
proper form and range of mo-
tion ta safely target all muscle
groups for a metabolic hoost
and feel great,

+ Kickboxing (Thursdays,
8:15 a.m., uatil 9:15 a.m)
An exhllarating and fun mix
of martial arts for a calo-
rie-burning workout. Learn
the proper form and technique
to execute jabs, hooks, upper
cutsand front and side round-
house kicks in a non-contact
setting. No martial arts back-
ground necessary.

« Zumba with Gay Chalpin
(Tuesdays and Thursdays 4:30
-5:30pan.)

* Pilates - Strength and
stretch with Autwnn Lucas,
Tuesdaysand Thursdays, frem
10:30- 11:30a.m. Combining

Gym every Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursdayand Fri-
day 10a.m.~ | pan. (notice the
days and time has changed,)
everyone {s welcome so come
out and enjoy a game of Pickle
Bali.

Pool Schedule

« Lap Swim, Monday
through Friday, 6- 9:45 a,m.,
Monday and Thursday, 5 -7
p.m. a.m. one and two lanes
(shared pool) and Saturday,
10 a.m., until 11 a.m., with
Karen Chambers.

* Adult Swim - |8 yearsand
older, Monday through Friduy
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
and Saturday from 10-11 a.m.
shared with lap swim. Avaitable
Equipment- water welghts,
adult pool noodles, fins, water
Jog beltand kickbeards.

* Public Swim — Monday
through Thursday from 11
aum.,, until 7 p.m., Friday and
Saturday from 11 am. o 6
p.m., and Sunday from 1-6
p.m.

* Water Aerobics - 18 years
and older, Monday through Fri-
day from 10 -11 a.m,

+ Aqua Fit Tuesday and
Thursday 11:30 2.0, to 12:30
p.m., withAutumn Lucas. Kick
upyour water workout anotch
svith thisaqua based cardio and
strength class.

Swim Schedule

Highlands Hurricanes sum-
merswim team practice began
onTuesday, May 31, Call Steve
Hottat828-421-4121 formore
information.

Call the pool at 828-526-
1595 If you have any questions
concerning the pool.

Far any other information
contact Lester Norris or Max-
ine Ramey at 828-526-3556.

Men's Adult Summer
Softball League

Men's Adult Summer
Softhall League scores for
the week of July 11-14:

July 112

Highlands Rock Yard 17
vs, Low Hanging Fruit 11

First Baptist Church 22 vs,
Cwllasaja Glovers 13

DP 17vs, OldEd's 1

July 14:

DP 20 vs, Cullasaja Glov-
ersS

Highlands Rock Yard 17
vs. First Baptist Church 22

The Regulators 15 vs. Low
Hanging Fruit 15

Men’s Aduit Sununer
Softball League schedule
for the week of July 21-28:

Thursday, July 2

6:15pam. - Ol Ed's vs.
Hightands Rock Yard

7:15 - The Regulators vs,
DP

8:15 - Low Hanging Fruit
vs. First Baptist Church

Monday, July 25:

6:15 p.m. - Low Hanging
Fruiltvs. DP

7:15pan.- OldEd’s vs.
The Regulators

8:15 pm. - Cullasaja Glov-
ers vs. First Baptist Church

Thursday, July 28:

6:15 p.m. - Low Hang-
ing Fruit vs. Highlands Rock
Yard

7:15 pan. - Cullasaja Glov-
ersvs. First Baptist Church

Macon County
Youth Volleyball
Registration

Macon County Youth Vol-
leyball season is here. Online
reglstration started July 1 - July
26, Register at maconcoun-

HIGHLANDS AREA

Church
Directory

Blue Valley Baptist Church

Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastar,
706-782-3965

Sundays: Schodd, 102m;
Worship, 11am.

Buening senvices at 7 pm. every 2nd
and 4th Sunday.

Buck {reek Baptist Church
Rev. lamie Passmore
Sundays: Schocd, 102.m;;
Harship, 1t am,

Christ Angtican Church

464 Ty, 64 East, Cashlers

Rev. Jim Murphy, Rector,

Office: 828-743-101,

Sun. $:30 2.m. Sunday Schoek; 1030
3.m. Worship Senvice.

Man. Kight Bibe Study & Dinner,
§pm, caf for detats,

Christ Church of the Valley
wwwaashierschrch
81743-5410

Sunday worship 10:45 am.

Bibla Study:

Men's—Tuesdaysat 9:00 2.1,
Women's - Mondaysat 1130am.

Christian Sdence Churdh

283 Spring Straet

Sunday Service: 10:30m,
Testimony Meeting: Third Wednesday,
at530pm.

Churdh of Jesus Chilst

of Latter Day Salnts

North 1. 28 2nd Pine Ridg Road,
$28-369-8329

Steve Ockey, Branch Prestdent,
8285241338

Sundays: Worship, 10.2.m.;

Schoel, 11a.m.

Church of the Wild Waod
828-506-0125

There vill be no services In June

at the Harse Cove focation, (afl to
chack back regarding potentia] July
services.

Clear Creek Baptist Church
Pastor fim Kinard

Sundays: Schoel, 10am,;

Worship, 11am; Prajer, 630 pm.;
Service, 7pm.

Cammunity Bible Church
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins

W chehighlands.com

3645 Cashiers Road,
828-526-4685,

Sundays: 930 a.m. adult Sunday
schoo), 10:4 am, worship senice,
1045 am. chidrens program, 12:15
pm. youth group {lunch provided).
Tuzsdays: 102.m. Women' Bble
study. Thursdays: 730 am. Men§
Bible study.

¢ ity Bible Church

5y ball.com. In Per-
son sign-ups will be held July
14 and july 26, at the Macon
County Community Bullding
from 5:30 -7 p.m.

Macon County
Youth Soccer

Registration [sunderway for
Macon County Youth Soccer.
Online registration started
June 24 - July 22, Ages 5-18.
Register at maconsoccenniet,

Senlor Pastor Steve Kerhaulas
636 SkyValley Way. 4447
SkyValley, 6A 30537
susancheskyvaltey.com of
6.6

Sundays: 9:303m Sunday scheol
10:453m Service

Eplscopal Church of the
Incamation

The Rev. W. Bentfey Manning
826-526-2968

Sunday services are at 8aum, Rite

Rite [fwith cholr, In the Sanctuary
FID|R blt|e o Maorving Prayeris Monday through
O|R|E AlDlO A :- 615[1]14]7/9]2]3|8 Thursday, 8:30 a.m. in the Chapel,
P{A|RIO|S (ClAlB MIAINIDIA 3 8 9 1 2 6 5 7 4 First Baptist Church
AIN|AIPIEISTT B|[R[A|GIGIEID Dr. Mark Ford, senlor pastor
Lialm|prlrie|yY Claleloloin]s|l714]215]3]8]16[(1]|9) apnsasn
EfVIiIL|L E[VIE|N Sundays: Worship, 10:45am.;
Alp|p|Rle|s]s sle|s|s|i|L]|E 5(1]14]12]16/319|8]7 i&‘;’ﬁ:jgomkmemy
3 )
SIE]A RIaInIB817]609(1]41315]2] ssumivomensbesus,
ple|la|als]|uls clals]|e ol 10302,
nRaE RNOar 912(3)18|5|7}4|61]1 r:m o
11144 <l
tjolplelrit (AR P IAINIEILIE ON216|8)7[4]5)1]|9]3] wihuam
vir|afn|ijainEdE(R[EIMI|T|E ity Welmarth, pastors
slmli|o|c B c[alrE G AMa|v |4[9]5]13|8[1]7]12]|6} mwnsuesss
Z|EIN AlC|E AIT|E Sundays: 10 am. ~ Adults and cheb-
elolr Litlp LlE| D 1 3 7 6 9 2]8 4 5 dren’s lasses; 11a.m.-Worship

Goldmine Baptist Church
Goldmine Commundty, Frankdin/
Highlands Road. Sundays: Schoal,
10am; Worship, 11am.

Righlands Central Baptist
DanRobinsen, Pastor

8135260714,

Comer of Buckareek Road and 64 East
Sunday warship services:

9am, Spm.

Wednesday: Prayer Mecting, 630 pm.
Highlands Assembly of God
Randy Reed, Pastor

4219172, 165 South Sheth St.
Sundays: Worship, 1Ham.

Highlands Seventh Day
Adventist Church

Jotnus for Wednesday evening
prayer and Bible Study

Contact Lbsyd Kidder, 823-526-9474.

HRighlands United Methodist
Church

Pastor Randy Lucas, 828-526-3376
Sundayindoor worship service at
9am.and 10:50.m.

Haly Family Lutheran Church
Rev. Angie Balfard, 2152 Dflard Road,
823-526-9741

Sundays: Worship, 10:30am.

Haly Trinity Angtican Church
Rev, Hicholas Hendersan,
nighender@chartarnet

Mestsat2 pm. on the firstand third
Thursdays of each month at Christ
Church Inthe Valley, 118 Hwy. 64,
Cashiers,

Macedanla Baptist Church
tacated in Satolsh, § mifes south of
Hightands on .C. 28,

Rev. Zane Talley

826-526-2094

Sundays: Schoal, 108.m;

Worship, 11.am.

Mountaln Synagegque

Soctal Hall, St. Gyprian's Episcopal
Chunch, 216 Roler Ml Road,
Frandin, Fer more Information:
David Nelson, 828-506-0991 or
ANLTOUMATISAgOgUENIC
com. Shabbat Service: Monthly frem
Octobee—Aprd; twice monthly from
May-September.

COurLady of the Mountains
Roman Catholic Church
Rev.Fr. Jasan K. Barcnie
8285262418

S K. Fifth St, Hightands
Sunday: Mass 11am.

Scaly Mountain Baptist Church
Rev. Marty Kitby

Sundays: Schoal, Wam;

Worship, 11am.and 7 pen.

Sealy Mountaln Church of God
Pastor: Donald 6, Bates

Sundays: Schond, 102.m;
Worship, 10:45am and § pm.
823-526-3212

Shortoff Baptlst Church
Budk Geek Road,

Rev. Andy Clozs, pastor
Sundsys: School, 10am;
Worship, 11am.

Summer Chapel

Whiteside (ove Road
Senvicesare held at Ttam,
Sundays through Labor Day
vieekend

Unitarfan Universalist
85 Slerra Drive, Franktin,
82135246777

Sundays: Chidren’ school,
1015 8.m,, Service, 11am.

Wayfarers Unity Chapel
182Whayfarers ane, Dilard, Georgia;
4047544997

Sunday senice at 10am. weekly

Vihlteside Presbyterfan
(ashiers, Rev. Sam forrester,
83143212

Sundays: Schod, 10 am.
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Blueberries
From page 1B

Anthony sald, “Thomas Berry Farm started
outwith strawberries and blueberrfes, He was
from the Alabamaarea originallyandso he hada
history with agriculture In blueberries. Another
thing that's kind of interesting about this one is
that alotof times, we can’t be here, It was the
sameswaywhen Pelham ran it. So, whenwe're
not here, it’s all vn the honar system. So, you
Justgetabasket and pick and weigh yaur ber-
rles, and you just put your payment in the cash
box, And most peoplewho tomne here regularly
over the years know how that works,”

Blueberries are an extremely healthy food

thatare richin autrieatssuch as Vitamin A ond
Vitamin C. Addltionally, blueberries ave full of
antiox(dants that assistin manoging highcha-
lesterol and they have nlso been shown to help
lower blood pressure and Improve Insulln sen-
sitivity in people with type twa dlabetes.

While the farm was niot originolly started as
an“organic” formy, ithas adopted so-called "low
spray” and other techniques to keep usage of

J d other chemicolsata

“They were not sprayed ot alf this year with

snything at oll,” Anthony said, “And anything

Eatlng locally grown blueberries also pro-
vides the added benefit of knowling exactly
where the berries came from and the types of
ferming practices that were used. Tt also pro-

wedo putonand,youknow,
thot would just be like fertilizing. And If they
did need nnytreatment for fungus oranything,
it \vould bew ellbefore there were any bemes,

vides people with th togetout-
side ond be active.

“[just think it's a great activity that people
can come and do,” Anthony sald, “It doesn't
take alotof time out of your day. ft’s a fun way
to spend, you know, a mornfng or afternoon or
an evening, and [ fust enjoy inecting the pea-
ple that do come out here.”

that point. And we try to pullweeds by hand.”

Mare information on Thomos Berry Farm
can be found online at facebook.com/Thom-
as-Berry-Farm-106527288758102. Indlvidu-
als ean also contact Cindy Anthony by phone
at 828-200-1656 or by email at cindyannoka@
{etoud.com,

Pho(oby!z)kecwvsuﬂ
Thomas Bercy Farm is a ‘plek- your- own'
blueberry farm located at 78 Medallion Dr.
in Cullowhea along the Tuckasegee River,

CHHS

From page 18

gonna have temporary animal tattoos, We're
golng to have some sldewalk chulk, bubble
wands, Giant Jenga and we're golng to have
cornhole. It's just going to be a real famlly
dhot

site adoptlon events called ‘Stop and Adopts,’
and this Is the one time of the year we actually
. Toublie to i d

an houror so with us.”

Thisyear’s open house wilt also netasa cel-
ebration for the Humane Society’s 35th annl-
versary and will include discounted adoption
fees in addition to the other festivities.

“Because of our 3Sthanniversary, we've done

friendly event. \Ve'lthave
dogs, and we'll have some music, And it’s Just,

aprice our ndoption fees,” Stroud
sald, “8o,1would Imagine thatwe willdoalot

youknow, in pre-COVID e just d

off:

usual the23rdbecause

oty L4 Gy

‘The Art League of Highlands-Cashiers presents an indoor exhibition
and sale of work by talented local arid visiting artlsts,

Sapphire Valley Community Center

ALHEG

828-743-7663 | artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com 2

Ju/}z/ 2022 0-5

e BELE AT
41 YEARS OF FINE DININ
NOW OPEN

7 DAYS A WEEK

DINNER SERVED AT §:30PM
Featurlng steaks, fresh local seafood &
seasonally-Insplred culsine

1536 Franklin Rd | B28-526-2338
www.ontheverandah.com
M S

woft f;.g"ésqamdah

Esifoy views of bequbiful Lake Sequoyah!

G

allthe adoption fees will be $35. Normal adop-
tion feesare $100 and then for our senlors and
ourlong-term residents, that we call our hero
pets, those fees are discounted ta §50. So, §35
really represents a substantial savings for all
animals.”

Stroud encourages all members of the com-
munity to came out and enjoy the celebration
and the beauty of the society’s grounds.

“[ want them to come in and enjoy whot we
have here,” Stroud safd, “We truly have one
of the most picturesque, no Kilt shelters any-
where, Weare frequently complimented by vis-
Itors who compare aur facility to thelr shelter
in thelr hometown ond, and we almost always
gethighpraise, and the community should toke
great pride In that because the residents of this
community, whether it be the full time, or the
second home resldents have made all of this pos-
sible. And [ think they should toke great pride

in the fact that you know our little plece of par-
adise there {s a world class Animal Shelter.”
The event will be free, but donations ta the
Humane Saciety will be greatly appreclated.
“1¢'s totally free,” Stroud said. “If someone
wanls to give us a donatlon to have their pet
portraltmade by Marty, that would be wonder-
ful and very much appreciated. But it's totally
free, The only thing that we're golng to raise
money for iswe're going to have a couple of gift
baskets that we're golng to raffle off. They're
golag to be pet themed gift baskets and we'll
probably sell raffle tickets probably for S1, But
that's really the only thing that theywould need
to spend money on. The food Is free, the admis-
sion Is free, and adoptions are reduced, With
inflation and everything else, it's tough times
for everybody right nowand this is 3 wayto just
do something that's family friendly, pet friendly
that's no cost. And it’s golng tebealot of fun.”

Spotlight
From page 1B

fows: The Nonprofit Spotlight Award was given

of their way to be champions nat only of MTC
and the Playhouse, but to all performing arts
on The Plateau.

At the event, MTC announced their new ini-
tlative to Jaunch a Theatre for Young Audiences
program by adding a show to their foll season

to the ds Chamber of Cx Visit

NCtorecognize th con-
tributions the Chatnber has made to nctively de-

geared allages,
Their goal s to produce a full-scale professional
TYAproductionand pm\'lde school trlps to Jocal

lopand restore our *s artsorgani-
atfons; th light Award wos given
toThe Laurel Magazine as they have gone above
and beyond to support MTC and the perform-
ing artsin Highlands in their monthly publica-
tion; and the Community Supporter
Spotlight Award was given to Leon Hananel
and Susan Cox, twoof MTC's most steadfast vol-
unteers who give of their time ond their heorts
over and overagaln for the berefit of Mountaln
‘Theatre Company.
MTCwas thrilled to faunch these newannusl
awards toshift the spotlight fora moment toin-
dividuals and organizationswho have gone out

freeofch

tend. With seed money pruvndcd bylocal grants,

MTCislooking to roise additional funds to make

thisTYA{nitiativen pananhcirmisswn to pro-
Idi loutreach prog

community,

Mountain Theatre Company's Spatlight
proved to deliver as an Imcracthc and enter
taining benefit theatre
company's exciting future shead.

Mountain Theatre Company is Westem North
Carolina's premier professional theatre com-
pany, located at The Highlands Playhouse in
Highlands.

Hudgins
From page 2B

er-songwriter Ozzy Osbourne,
who visited the myuseum one
day. She asked if he'd cltp his

fingernails for her, and, to her
surprise, he did. “They were
nalready short, so he had to dig
down into the pulp,” she soid.

Sherecently purchasedboxes
of Elvis memorabilla from a
woman moving to snother

state, and her husband appar-
ently said, honey, le’s riot take
the Elvis stuff. So now Mabe
owns Elvis's bowling ball,
among other itents.

When Mabe is not running
the museum and painting—
shefsan accomplished artist—

In the BHHS globof network of 55.000¢ agents,
Teresaranks In the Top 6%1

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HumeSenicer

Meatows Mountaln Realty

TERESA SEAY tscaer

Want ani award { feal eslme experience? she's planning her Elvis Pres-
fey Festival, which this yearwill

Use an award wmmng be held Aug. 5-7 at the Rabun
real estate expert. Cotinty Civie Center in Clay-

ton, Georgla. There'll be Elvis
impersonators, including the
world champlon David Lee, a
Comway Twitty, and on Sunday,
the 7th, gospel singing.

By the way, Maobe safd, the
event sold out the last three
years.Andshe expects the some
thisyear,

Elvis Presley may have left
the building, but Joni Mabe
and other devotees arestili fol-
Iowing him. They love the guy,
wartand ali,

0 FEAR

IS MISSING OUT.

Chergkee bpasts aftordable fun in the form of Great
Smokics hikes, incrediblé Ashing, and 12,000 years
of history to explore, And that's just for startecs.

Plin your stay ut: VisitCherokueNC.coih | 800.438.1601

HE ONLY THING

CREROWEE

noFth cayolisia
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Local author pens book on George Masa

Mila Overton
The Frankdin Press

Nearly 100years after George Masa waos pho-
tographing the acea, a local author is takinga
new look at Masa and his work as a photogra-
pher and conservationist.

“I hope peopleenjoy the book and that it helps
people think mare about the places they see,”
said author Brent Martin about his new book
“George Masa's Wild Vision.”

Martin is the executive director of the Blue
Ridge Bartram Traft Conservancy and operates
with his wife, Angela, Alarka Institute, which of-
fer | d West-
ern North Carolina, He moved to the area 20
years ago and lives in the Cowee community,

Moartin sald his introduction to Masa came
from watching Paul Bonesteel’s 2002 docu-
mentary “The Mystery of George Masa™ and the
Horace Kephart biography “Back of Beyond”
by George Ellison and Janet McCue. Kephart
and Masa become friends and worked together
inthe movement to establish the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park in the 19205 as well
as mapping the southern raute of the Appala-
chian Trall,

Martin safd his friends John Lare and Betsy
Teter pitched the idea of a photographic book
about Masa a few years ago, He was a little In-
timidated to take on the subject at first. “But
they had confidence in me.” He got the contract
for the book Inlate 2019, then the pandemic hit
in the spring of 2020,

Following Masa’s journey

Martin began following Masa's footsteps and
visiting the places Masa photographed in the
1920s, Inretracing Masa’s journey, Martin said
it was Interesting to revisit places he had not
seen inalong time, anditled him to places he'd
never been before, like Chimney Rock.

Martin sald it’s hard to imagine traveling and
photographingtheareain the 1920swhen roads
stillunder construction and the park wasn't even
developed yet.

For example, a photo from Newfound Gap
taken inthe 1920s shows the now popular spot
as just a gravel pullout on the road. When Masa
and Kephart traveled through the area, what is
now Highway 441 was a narrow gravel road,
Even when they tried to travel it again by auto-
mobile in June 1930, the road to Smokemont
near Cherokee was not nruch more than a trail,
They got the car stuck and coneluded “it was ad-

visable to keep automobiles aut until the roads
were Improved.”

Now that area Is one of the most visited sites
inthe Smokies. Martin points out thatin Febru-
ary 2021, nearly 100 years nfter Masa and Ke-
phart were there, the route was designated as
an “All-American Road,” an honor given to na-
tional scenic byways.

Thousands of people came to Western North
Carolina to retreat from the pandemic and find
safety in the great outdoors, As he visited some
sites overrun with tourists, Martin sald heoften
thought of Masa and Kephart and remarked,
“Here Is the result of all the work you did.”

Martin said there are places in the park and
along the Appalachian Trail that ore being “loved
todeath.” Just as he sees with the wark he does
on the Bartram Trail, it can be a challenge to find
the balance between making a place accessible
but also protecting and preserving it from the
[mpact of too many people and overuse.

“The park had a record 14.1 million visiters
{n 2021. “1 don’t think Masa would have ever
imagined the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park as the most visited park in the country,”
Martin soid.

Masa remembered

Masa died in 1933, one year before the for-
mal opening of the park, The Carolina Moun-
tatn Clubworked for many years to get a land-
markorsomething in the park namedin honorof
Masa. fn 1961 the Park Service named a 6,217-
foot peak Masa Knob. In April of this year, a his-
torical marker in honor of Masa was Installed
on Patton Avenue in Asheville, nearwhere Ma-
sa’s studio was located.

Indoing his research, Martin said one of the
surprising finds was what may be the first ref-
erence of Masa in the United States. Masawas
born in Japan in the 1880s. He came to the U.S.
inthe early 1900s, first settling in Califoraia. In
the Dec. 17, 1907, edition of The San Francisco
Call, Martin found an ad placed by Masa as a
“Japanese first-class butler™ looking for work.

Masa arrived in Asheville in 1915 and worked
inthelaundry room at the Geove Park inn. While
there he began taking photos of guests, After
leaving the Grove Park Inn, heworked at Pelton
Studlos, eventually taking ownership and re-
naming it Plateau Studios,

Martin's book Includes 75 of Masa's photo-
graphs including some of local interest such as
the construction of the road through the Culla-
saja Gorge, Dry Falls, Bridal Velt Falls, Granite

August Regional Prayer Event

Romans 13:11

«:

thé hour

has come

for you to wake from
sleep! For salvation is
nearer to us now than
when we first believed!”

PRAYER EVENT HOSTED BY PASTOR STEVE DOERTER

Grace Community Church
INCASHIERS,NC

The prayers of the saints continue to move mountains in America.
‘That we have seen! We must continue in hope! Amen? Come join
with like-minded Christians from our region to pray for the light
of Jesus Christ to penetrate the darkness, so that by His abundant
grace, eternal salvation can be revealed and received by everyone!

Don’t Miss What the Lord is Doing!
Tuesday-August 2-6:00pm ¢

g

242 HWY 107 N, Cashiers, NC 28717
Please visit www.gracecashiers.com for More Information

City and the Nantahala Gorge. In 1929, Masa
was hired to take promotional photos of High-
fands; those 97 photos are nosw In the Highlands
Historical Society archives.

“Masa was just such an inspiring person,”
Martin said. “He would put everything down
and go to the Smokies. He wus one of the guys
that got recharged out there,”

That is something Martin could relate to, As.
ateenager he had o map of the Smokies on his
bedroom wall, After graduating high school, he
backpacked the Smokies by himself and spent
his 18th birthday In the woods.

Martin salditwas an enjoyable book to write,
“Ididn’t want to quit writing,” he said.

Where to get the book

The book was published by Hub City Press
with support from the Cold Mountain Fund. The
bookis available atthe Blue Ridge Bartram Trait
Conservancy at Cowee School, Novel Escape,
City Lightsin Sylva and Malapropsin Asheville,
Tt's also available online through Amazon,

Martin has been out promoting the book with

presentations at Cowee School and the Macon
ibrary, Upcoming

Countyt ings

ings are Saturday, July 16 ot Parker Runch in
Claytan and on Aug. 18 at 6 p.m. at the Jack-
son Couaty Public Library in Sylva,

Martin has also recently completed a book that
will be a cultural and natural history of the Bar-
tram Trail that is being published by the Uni-
versity of Georgia Press.

Submitted Fhoto
Brent Martin is the executive director of the
Blue Ridge Bartram Traif Conservancy,

at Highlander Mountaln House

Come See Our
New Lunch & Breakfast Menus

11:30AM -3 PM

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

Summer Dinner Breakfast
Wed- Sal Wed - Sat
5:30-9PM TAM - 10AM
Summer tunch  Sunday Brunch

Wed - Sat 10AM-3PM

PARKER CISPERT
THURSDAY + JULY 28
9PM « TICKETS $25

Sunday, July 24 -

CONCERTS: JULY 22-25
Friday, July 22 - 6 PM, Highlands
Saturday, July 23 - 5 PM, Cashiers
“Handel with Care”
Michael Gurt, piano;
Zuill Bailey, cello;
John Dee, oboe;
Lea Kibler, flute;
Emily Daggett Smith, violin
5 PM, Highlands
Monday, July 25 - 5 PM, Cashiers
“Romantic Revelations”
Michael Gurt, piano;

Zuill Bailey, cello
Highlands-Cashiers
Chamber Music Festival
wwnwh-cmusiclestival.org

heemfnc@gmail.com
(828) 526-9060

nre
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What's Happening?

July 1-24

Playhouse: Jersey Boys Is scheduled for July 1-24.The show
Is the story of Frankie Vafli and The Four Seasons. From the
streets of New Jersey to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, this Is
the musical featuring the legendary top ten hits, Sherry, Blg
Glrls Don't Cry, Walk Like a Man, Can't Take My Eyes Off You and
December, 1963 (Oh What a Night.) Tickets are avallable at
mountaintheatre.com.

July21

Zahner Lecture: Joln the Highlands Blotogical Foundation
onThursday, luly 21, at 6 p.m., for the next Installment in thelr
annuat Zahner Conservation Lecture Serles, This free program
will feature Georgann Eubanks, writer, consultant and executive
director of the Paul Green Foundatlon as she presents, "Meet
the Conservation Heroes Who Are Saving the Wild South“The
lecture will be held at the Hightands Nature Center {930 Horse
Cova Road.)

Tum of [ha Century 480 Winfizid Fanm has 4,7 acres snd barders
USFS fand, Man hoisse hias 34BR/2.5Bath with 1 car atlached
garsge, Stona wood bumning fireplace, wood floors and
masler sulls on Maln. Guasl hotsa has 1 BR/1Bath with 2 car
Qaage, A canning basement with keeping room.
DFFERED AT $720,000, MLS 97562,

%

Cnunlry Clnh Pmpnllu
kT - Arres mn 4

M
% MWMWM
MMM mlhmndtmﬁephca,
‘wood foors and ysabla kitchen, Gues! house faus 2 bedroams,
1|rzmmmnbsedmmw. -

OFFERED ATS1.200 000. MLS #97457

‘ PCnum ClubPropullu

)HSN WJ

ity
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- Updats o your persona) lastes and Fve happly ever afted
OFFERED AT $1,195,000, MLS #9804

July 22

Friday Night Live: Offering lald-back, yet seasoned, country musie,
the Johnny Webb Band performs selections spanning more than 50
years with a down-home flavor, The Johnny Webb Band vill take the
stage, friday, July 22 at 6 p.m., at the Town Square.

July 22-24

Trunk Show: Jewelry Trunk Show at Peak Experience, Meet artist
SuzyLanda, Peak Experience is located at 2820 Dillard Road, Hivy. 106.
For more Information, call 828-526-0229.

July23

Hike: High Falls/Rough Run Falls near Lake Glenvile, The total hike
distance Is four miles and Is rated "M The meeting place vill be Foad
Llon at 9 a.m, Theleader viill be Robert Barnable and you must call
828-369-1565 for reservations.

Saturday on Pines: For more than four decades, Russ Wilson has
warked as a professional musldian, playing Jaxz —-his first and trve
love ~ rock, country, gospel, bluss, Broadway-style and symphonic.
RussWilson and His Famous Orchestra will take the stage at Saturday
on Pinein Kelsey Hutchinson Founders Park at 6 pm., an Saturday, July
2,

July 24

Hike: Wayah Loop. The total hike distarice is three miles and is rated
M The meeting place will be Westgate Plaza at 2 p.m, The leader wall
be Gall Lehman and you must call 828-524-5298 for veservations.

Hymn: Church in the Wildwood's Sunday evening hymn sing will
take place Sunday, July 24, at Hightands United Methodist Church, 7-8
pm. In Old Fellowship Half. Enter from Maln Street. For more informa-
tlon call 1-828-506-0125.

Upcoming

Three Patters Sympastum: £achyear, the Three Pottess Sympa-
stum brings three of the nation’s best ceramics artists together fora
weekend of demonstrations, discusslon, and exhialtion at The Bascom:
A Center for the Visual Artsn Highlands, NC, Inits twelfth year, the
2072 sympostum “Tradition and Culture, Past and Present“highiights
the pottery and day traditions of Seagrove, N, featuring potters David
Stuempfle, Pam Owens, and Chad Brown. The multi-day program
begins, Friday, july 29 with a serles of public events including: an artist
talk, opening reception, and a show/sale of the artists‘work in The
Bascom’s Greehey Atrium Gallery. The sympostum, a ticketed event,
vilf be held on Saturday, July 30.

Arts and Crafts show: The Mountaintop Rotary Art & Craft Show b
downtown Highlands at Kelsey Hutchinson Founders Park, is scheduled
for Aug. 27-28, from 102.m, until S p.m, Enjay top notch reglonal art,
aaftsand rustic furniture. free admission. Food and music on site,
Spensoted by Rightands M Rotary. For mare Infe
visit h emall cyplcturelady
l1828-318-9430.

l.comor

199er Game and Lessans: Beginning June 3, there will be 199er
gamesand Jessons at the Highlands Recreation Center in the duplicate
Biidge room. Lessons begin 2t 8:20—8:50 a.m. Games begin at 9a.m.
Brenda Mannirig Is the teacher and director, it costs $5 for members
of the Highiands Duplicate Bridge Club and $7 fornonmembers. The
cast 1o join HDBC is 520 for the year, For more Information, contact
Manning at bmanning 16 frontier.com or Becky Ray at bray 10149358
gmatl.com.

‘@P o it ronst Ongoing
: Vol + A group of volunt i onthe

RHODES SUPERETTE
July Hodrs: Tues ~F1l 9:30~530
5319:30 - 5:00 | Closed Sun 8 Mon

" HAND GUT STEAKS + DEL ¢ BAKERY.
Wmss- specmmrooos & MORE

TUES - SAT
" DINNER STARTS
@530eM

o, g,;:-‘_ﬁ—q sowe

LAKESIDE
NEW DINE N ART GALLERY

W ARTCHALETOALLERY, g
DINE (N AND CARRY QUT: MXES!DEM..TAURMT WFa g

531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828.526-9419 [ HIGHLANDS
R, P g

CALL US AT
The Highlander
TO ADVERTISEI
828-526-4114

Highlands Greenway each week. The group meets at §a.m, each
Wednesday at the Highlands Rec Park. For more Infosmation, call Jim
Chance at 828-526-4596.

Alcoholles Anonymous: Hightands/ Cashlers Alcoholics Anonymous
“Open Meetings™are for anyone wha thinks they may have a drinking
problem of for anyone interested In the A.A, recovery program. Open
meetings are held in Hightands at the First Presbyterian Church, 471
Main St on Monday 3t 5:30 pm, and on Wednesday and Fridays
atnoon. Open meetings are held n Cashlers at Church of the Good
Shepherd, Rte 107 on Sunday at 5 p.m., onThursdayat 7 p.m. and on
Saturday at9a.m. and alsoat the Albert Carlton Cashiers Community Li-
brary on Tuesdayat 7 p.m. For more Information, please visit our website
atwww.aawnc80.org ot to speak with a member of A.A. 24/7 calf our
HELP Une 828 349-4357.

AL-ANON Meetings: The AL-ANON Family Groups are a fellowship of
relatives and friends of alcohalics who share thels experlence, strength,
and hape In order to solve thelr common problems. An In Person
Meeting with Covig 19 Preventive Measures Is held each Thurs Noon
at the First Presbyterlan Church, 471 Maln $t, Highlands. An At-ANON
Zoom Meeting s held each Saturday at 10:15 a.m. 10:889-3772-7928
Password: EasyDoestt or to speak with a member of AL-ANON call 828-
342-6866.

Mountain View Alcohelics Anonymots: Regularly scheduled
meetings have resumed, Meetings are held at 5:30 p.m. on Monday,
5:30 pm. on Tuesday {women), noon on Wednesday and noon on Friday
at the Presbytertan Church In Highlands,

Literature: Hudson Library in Hightands has reapenad to the public
without any restrictions. The hours are 10 a.m., to 5:30 pm, Tuesday
through Fridayand 10 a.m., to 4 pm., on Saturdays.

Clintc: The Community Care Clinic of Highlands-Cashiers s a free
medical dinic providing services to uninsured, low-Income resldents on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 4 ~ 2 p.m, The dinicIs lacated at
1he ballpark an Buck Creek Road, Cafl 828-526-1991, Manday through
Friday, to schedule an appolntment.

Counseling: The Counseling & Psychotherapy Center of Hightands
has offices tn the Peggy Crasby Center, 348 5. Fifth St., In Highlands. Galt
828-482-0304 for more Informration

Ermergency Councif: The Righlands Emergency Coundit s avatlable
for asslstance from 10 .. to 2 pm, Monday thiough Friday, The office/
warehouse s focated at 71 Poplar St. For more information or assistance,
call 828-526-HELP, Donations of food, clothing, appliances, linens and
furniture are also accepted during these hours,

International Friendship Centers The International Friendship
Centerand the Highlands Food Pantry address food insecurity and fact-
tateaccess to human and sodial services, such as medical care, education
and immigratien services. The [FC1s a non-profit arganization and serves
people who live or wark in the plateau area, For moze information, visit
wnwintemationalfriendshipcenter.org or call 828-526-08%0.

Dental dinic: A frez dental dinic for low-income patients Is held
from9a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays by appolntment
atthe Blue Ridge Mountains Health Project Dental Clinic onthe upper
level of Lause] Terrace in Cashiers. Cal 828-743-3393 for an appolntment
orinformation about eligibifity.

Clubs and Groups

‘Tralt maintenance: The Hlghlands Trail Trimmers meet for trait
malntenance hikes 3t 9 a.m. on the first and fourth Saturdays of each
month, For detals contact fim Chance 2t jamesalenchance@gmall.com.

Woodtumers: The Western North Garelina Woodtumers meet on
the second Saturday of Each month at The Bascom. The Westem
North Carofina Woodturners are a group of craftsmen committed to
sharing and learning the art of woodturning. For more information
ahout the schedute or to foin, contact Gub President Don Marks at
828-524-6282 or at donemarks@dnet.net,

Ratary; Highlands Mountalntop Rotary meets Mondays at 5:30
pom. 2t Highlands Community Center. Visitors are welcome.

Rotary: The Rotary Qub of Highlands meets Tuesdays at noon at
the Community Bullding.

American Lagion: The American Leglon meets the third
Saturday of eath month (weather permitting) at Bightands United
Methodist Church, Breakfast is served at 9 a.m. and a meeting
follows at 10.a.m. For more information, call Ed McCloskey at 828~
787-1660. As always, alt veterans are welcame. The agenda for the
Julymeeting Is intiations and members can pick up ball caps and
Legion polo shirts.

7

! LOCATED BEHIND

SCOTLYN'S YARD NURSERY
2306 Hwy 107 Sm_nh, Cashiers, NC

! 828-743-9330
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Text frope Conmmussioner Gutme
+o (ommusBlones Geloaugh

Ben -

Yesterday 5:09 PM

“The primary use of the
property is a permanent
residential dwelling (not
STR) with exception to
districts that allow for
mixed uses (downtown
business district)."

| want to get rid of the
part about property
owner or long-term
renter. It doesn’t matter
who lives there it's the




purpose of the property.

| was talking to John
Jeleniewski he made the
suggestion

Mary Gelbaugh
Sylva, NC Commissioner
2013 - Present




Town of Sylva Short Term Rental Ordinance Draft

Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org>
Thu 8/11/2022 8:00 AM

To: chester@awenasarealty.com <chester@awenasarealty.com>

Good Morning Chester,

It was a pleasure to speak with you last week at the CSAOR Member Meeting. | wanted to share with
you the STR Ordinance Draft that will be discussed in tonight's meeting. | am hoping you can also share
with Mike or put me in touch with him. | also would be interested in seeing the data and information
you all mentioned during our talks. Please let me know if you have any questions and | ook forward to
hearing from you.

Natalie Newman

Town of Sylva Commissioner
nnewman@townofsylva.org
828.280.8794




2022-08-25 Short Term Rentals Ordinance

Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Tue 8/9/2022 11:49 AM

To: Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org>

U 1 attachments (44 KB)
2022-08-25 Short Term Rentals Ordinance.docx;

Hey Natalie,
Eric hasn’t reviewed this yet so I thought I would go ahead and send it.

Thank you,
Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva
83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719




Fw: Follow-up on Public Restrooms and Short Term Rentals

Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org>
Wed 8/31/2022 11:26 PM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>

From: Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org>

Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 3:48 PM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>

Cc: Jake Scott <jscott@townofsylva.org>

Subject: Re: Follow-up on Public Restrooms and Short Term Rentals

Y'all rock. Thank you!!!

From: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>

Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 3:44 PM

To: Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org>

Cc: Jake Scott <jscott@townofsylva.org>

Subject: RE: Follow-up on Public Restrooms and Short Term Rentals

Il put something on the agenda under regular business about the bathroom and we can discuss blocking Spring
Street then. Jake is going to borrow traffic counters and talk to NCDOT about sighaling the lights during this.

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva

83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719

From: Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org>

Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 2:37 PM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>

Cc: Jake Scott <jscott@townofsylva.org>

Subject: Re: Follow-up on Public Restrooms and Short Term Rentals

What would we need to do to move forward with blocking/coning off Spring Street for a bit?

Natalie Newman

Sylva Town Commissioner
nnewman@townofsylva.org
828.280.8794

From: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 1:54:52 PM
To: Natalie Newman <pnewman@townofsylva.org>




Cc: Jake Scott <jscott@townofsylva.org>
Subject: RE: Follow-up on Public Restrooms and Short Term Rentals

Hey Natalie,

I hope you are having a great week too. | hope you enjoyed GUTM. We will reach out to Odell and see if he can
have a concept and cost estimate for the bathroom ready for the May 12 meeting. If so, we could have a public
hearing that meeting.

We will have the planning board begin looking into short term rentals at their May meeting.

Thank you,
Paige

Paige R. Dowling
Town Manager
Town of Sylva

83 Allen Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 586-2719

From: Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org>

Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2022 1:14 PM

To: Paige Dowling <townmanager@townofsylva.org>

Subject: Follow-up on Public Restrooms and Short Term Rentals

Hello Paige,

Hope you are having a great week. Just wanted to touch base and see about getting public restrooms on
the agenda for a public hearing as well as making sure that planning looks into regulating the short-term
rentals in LDR, MDR, and HDR. Is there anything more that you need on my end?

Natalie Newman

Sylva Town Commissioner
nnewman@townofsylva.org
828.280.8794
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Re: Short Term Rentals

Sage Turner <sageturner@avicouncil.com>
Thu 4/21/2022 10:20 AM

To: Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org>
Cc: ashevillenccouncil@ashevillenc.gov <ashevilienccouncil@ashevillenc.gov>

Natalie, I'll give you a call.
Sage

Thank you,
Sage Turner

Asheville City Councit

On Apr 21, 2022, at 10:16 AM, Natalie Newman <nnewman@townofsylva.org> wrote:

Good Morning,

My name is Natalie Newman, Commissioner in Sylva, NC. | am reaching out to see if | could hop on the phone today with someone on the board
as | have questions about how Asheville is currently handling short term rentals. If someone could please call me on my personal phone at
828.280.8794. Thank you so kindly in advance.

Natalie Newman

Sylva Town Commissioner
nnewman@townofsylva.org
828.280.8794




Texts between

Comm s ontr 73700006008 - €7 ul13%.
thumom n 4 . Paige Town...
Pougc Dovu((n@ , T | Mobile ’\o

Town Mawa%v/ .

Q STR Q Cancel

Awesome thanks! Any update on
Spring and Jackson stoplight

He said he is going to talk to you but
| there isn't a good place to put it.

Ahhh. €8) we tried. Thank you!!!

'l remind him to explain his
- reasoning to you.

Mark Bryant came to the Planning
Board meeting last night. He did not

| like having s only as an accessory
use in the residential diicts. He

~ asked why that was the solution

~ when it was more reflfjictive. He

- wasn't happy.




Tods bo
Commussiones”

Newman. andt
Tinn Jelenienst

Q_ short term ® Cancel

4/5/22 2:07 PM

Do you foresee the possibility of

~ allowing SRS in LDR but in
- accessory dwellings or in a room/
~ basement?

[l Ves, potentially, if the primary home

¥ is occupied by the owner or a.long
term lease tenant. This would need
| to be an amendment.

L *ordinance amendment.

4/5/22 2:23 PM

Gotcha! Thanks John!

You're welcome anytlme

N\ v 1/1 result ﬁ




Texts \owufx;m 7340000000 - e 7 14%:
LOmmiss (0neys Mary Gelbau... .
(%Uoowdlm’ Nupwan, < Mobile - :

6/10/22 8:32 AM

| Hey Mary, | wanted to see what

| your thoughts were on how we

| could regulate STRs in a way that

| does not impede in say a local who
| uses a second home for additional

| income. | can't say that | won't ever
| want to have a STR in town limits

| but | do want to make sure we don't
| lose housing to someone coming

| in to buy up homes to turn them

| into vacation homes for short term
| rentals and making it impossible

| or unaffordable for our locals to

| live near town. With such a small

| housing inventory, as | mentioned

| yesterday, even a handful of homes
| becoming STRs could significantly

| negatively affect our local

| ecosystem.,

| | know someone mentioned, 6

| months out of the year with primary
| use as single family home which

| would include using it as a long term
| rental. But just wanted to see the

| thoughts.

6/11/22 1:.09 PM

| Hey Natalie | totally intend to get

| back to you please know I'm just

in chaos right now. When | have a

| chance I'm gonna text you or email |
| you but it may not be till tomorrow. | |
| hope you're enjoying your day.




Tod bepwoerny
COmpmn s oneyr”™
Newman_ -

Ina souns

Ina Sams

Mobile <

Q_ short term Q® cCancel

8/1/22 11:52 AM

| My service is awful g

| can call you back after | get back

~over Cowee. But people should
come to the public hearing to give
feedback on August 25th at 5:30.

We will be voting on

~ rental regulation..

8/1/22 12:18 PM

Thank you. Where will the meeting
) be because Town Hall is too small
| for everyone to fit

8/1/22 12:38 PM

A v 1/1 result E




Paige Dowling

From: David Nestler

Sent: Friday, September 2, 2022 10:14 AM
To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Fw: Sylva Zoning (Low Density)

This is for the public records request. An email that Natalie sent me.

David

From: Natalie Newman <western@millhouseproperties.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2022 12:59 PM

To: David Nestler <dnestler@townofsylva.org>

Subject: Fwd: Sylva Zoning (Low Density)

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Darlene Brabson <autonotification@navicamls.net>
Date: Mon, Jul 11, 2022 at 2:58 PM

Subject: re: Sylva Zoning {Low Density)

To: <western@millhouseproperties.com>

Not from my last email:

Please note that that the list that allows short term rentals did not
include the low density zone. They have changed the zoning areas for
parcels to be low density, medium density or high density. They
specifically voted to NOT allow short term rentals in the LOW DENSITY
zone. You can view the new zoning map in Navica, under the documents
tab in resources. | think this is where the confusion is coming in.

I would highly advise that you call John Jeleniewski (Senior Planner

at the Jackson County Planning Department), directly at 828-631-2282
or email him at johnjeleniewski@jacksonn.org, to check your parcel id
number, before you market a property in the low density zone, just to
be sure you are marketing correctly.

Thanks again everyone, | just wanted to make sure everyone noticed low
density was not on the approved list!

Darlene Brabson
Association Executive
Carolina Smokies Association of REALTORS, Inc.

Natalie Newman
Property Manager | Broker




Paige Dowling

From: David Nestler

Sent: - Friday, September 2, 2022 10:14 AM
To: Paige Dowling

Subject: Fw: Zoning Question for Sylva

Another email for public records request.

David

From: Natalie Newman <western@millhouseproperties.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2022 12:58 PM

To: David Nestler <dnestler@townofsylva.org>

Subject: Fwd: Zoning Question for Sylva

—————————— Forwarded message -~-------

From: Darlene Brabson <autonotification@navicamls.net>
Date: Mon, Jul 11, 2022 at 1:59 PM

Subject: re: Zoning Question for Sylva

To: <western@millhouseproperties.com>

Good afternoon everyone,

| have had a few agents mention to me that they had heard there are
new ordinances that state there can no longer be Air B & B's/Vacation
Rentals within the city limits of Sylva. | spoke with John

Jeleniewski the Jackson County Planning Department earlier today, and
he advised that this is incorrect. The Town of Sylva allows

short-term rentals in the Medium Density District, High Density
District, Downtown Business District and Professional Business

District. He forwarded copies of the Sylva Zoning Ordinance and the
Zoning Map, you will find both uploaded in the documents tab under
resources shortly.

Thanks everyone! Have a great afternoon!

Darlene Brabson
Association Executive
Carolina Smokies Association of REALTORS, Inc.

Natalie Newman

Property Manager | Broker
Mill House Properties West
www.millhouseproperties.com
828.506.8816
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New Message

Just a heads up that there is
some push from the community
about AirBnb regulations.

ue, Mar 29, 4:48

I'm just interested in knowing
what the concerns are? | feel like
| missed that conversation as to
what those regulations would
look like?

Like | know we are losing some
housing to AirBnB but like what
is the ultimate aoal to additional




New Message

talie Newman

I'm just interested in knowing
what the concerns are? | feel like
| missed that conversation as to
what those regulations would
look like?

Like | know we are losing some

housing to AirBnB but like what
is the ultimate goal to additional
regulations?

Wed, Mar 30, 11:34 AM

Sorry to keep bugging you with
random questions

< Nestht”
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| have some mixed feelings on it
to be honest and would love to
chat with you at some point. |




LeWITId

| have some mixed feelings on it
o be honest and would love to
chat with you at some point. |
know you're super busy though.

Nice! Have fun. I'm riding with
Jake today

ue, Apr 5, 1:32

You free?

If you don't mind!

You can call me whenever




4:57 . T @)

New Message Cancel

To: Natalie Newman

You free?

If you don't mind!

You can call me whenever

Same

Well planhing board sounds on
board

But I'll bring it up at the next
meeting

Read




New Message
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Well | thought about what Mary

said and now I'm like, how do we

not punish locals who want to

bnb
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have an A

And what about folks in Mary's




New Message
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??
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Me either...lol

| think we should move forward




New Message

Wed, Jul 13, 12:44 PM

Carolina Smokies Association of
Realtors sent out an email
yesterday, long story short, yes
some agents are pissed. And |
got my first call.

Yeah they weren't happy.

that it seems like this all was
snuck in and that it puts real
estate agents in a tough spot if
clients bought $325k houses
and then can't use them how
thev planned...




New Message

lewman

Yeah they weren't happy. Said
that it seems like this all was
snuck in and that it puts real
estate agents in a tough spot if
clients bought $325k houses

and then can't use them how
they planned... ‘

We are in this weird spot right
now too because the ordinance
is there but we're not telling
anyone to shutdown their
Airbnbs ya know? And with the
other regulations up in the air... |
think they feel like they don't
have answers but, we don't really
either for what the future is
gonna look like.




We are in this weird spot righ
now too because the ordinance
is there but we're not telling
anyone to shutdown their
Airbnbs ya know? And with the
other regulations up in the air... |
think they feel like they don't
have answers but, we don't really
either for what the future is
gonna look like.
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[0 Chad Jones

SAdra o R0
Good Morning~
Al right, the run off election is over and a candidate has been elected, Mow, whether it was the
candidate |, you or we wanted or not, we have a Biblically directed duty to pray for the winner and
the others on the BOE, regardiess of our personal feelings on the matter.
| won't deny tm VERY dicappointed in the resuits and espedially with the voter turnout out but it Is
done, $0 in fighting and so an is both not what this group is about and honestly helps no... See

Ina Sams 14 Conmments
@ VorkedatNC Mountain Real O Comment
Estate, LLC

i Studied at Western Carolna Altcomments »
University

O Message 33 you two are worksng on. Thanks for afl you bol&da
NI

' Inis Szms
Heard 12 percent voted. You shauld be at 9 am town meeting in the am.

Ve Reply I
£F Chsdlomes futhar Adevin

Ina Sams, 1% be on the job ste by 6am. What's on the town bosrds agenda

tomarrow?

Likz  Reply  in

' 4:".;1 —
Chad Jonglezoning. Ma more vatation rentals in fow density, and other
zoning ares of city bmits. 9 of planning board, town of Sylva, Planning
department, Mayos, Town M. live in this area and voted against
vacation rentals, Do you think a conflict of of interest. Clients | have never
got a tetler in the mail,

Like  Reply  2n

Chad Jones :
1 quite honastly think the entire town board is a joke. Mayor included.

like Reply 26




New Message

alie Newman
Fri, Aug 5, 8:07 AM

| went to a membership
gathering with other agents
yesterday. Obvs | didn't think
that through.

Just this one group and I'm only
irritated because they pulled me
in like they wanted to introduce
me to some dude that handles
our government issues. Then he
tells me some story about DC
and then he and this other guy
segue into short term rentals.

At least they were intelligent and
knew their stuff




At least they were intelligent and
knew their stuff

They wanted me to send them
the draft has that been made
public yet?

But they were also wanting to
send me some research. I'm
sorry, I'm suspicious of real
estate agents with input because
though they are talking about
tourism dollars, it comes down
mostly to real estate dollar.
Airbnbs sell for more (more




New Message

> Newman

But they were also wanting to
send me some research. I'm
sorry, I'm suspicious of real
estate agents with input because
though they are talking about
tourism dollars, it comes down
mostly to real estate dollar.
Airbnbs sell for more (more
commission) and they drive up
comps (more commission)

| say that as a real estate agent.
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COMMY s3I it
Nestt e gl sarah lillian
iu/m ‘5’/5‘616’0’&/ > Active how
( Vééld everyone but our tamily doesn't live
ki /M[RZL - in the smokies lol
19|22
r‘”/ / also there's like 5 florida cars at
your airbnb!
 Ugh...that's rs'c'ary:.' They aren't 7 j CgmmiS‘SfO}wV
blocking the road or parking in the & N |
- yard are they? | hope they aren't
1 rbelng a nUIsance -
| It won' t be Alrbnbfor'too much
| longer. I'm gomg to start. bunldmg
r'some exterlor:s s Up to
Jasod ShetHon they're not being a nuisance at all i
—> just thought it was curious! and

yeah that's super exciting, when
you get around to needing long

Q Message... @ @ @
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Active how

You replied to their story

You should be on the planning
board next go-around! Theyre
_ going to be discussing Airbnb rules.
_ | think we need to get rid of Airbnb
: in homes but allow people to rent a
_ room (like'Airbnb originally was) Co%mlsﬁlm‘?/
and accessory unlts But another 1 < Nestla™
‘f blgger problem | thlnk is all the
. second homes that are vacant
| 'Around our 1 airbnb on Hampton
 streetisa. vacant;house next dool

‘B Message...
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Active now
for all the vacant second homes

" because | think they are having a
faaaar greater impact on the lack of
housmg in sylva

LY

A greet idea would be to taxthe
_absolute shit out of second homes

to discourage people from buying - (O MMBS g

~ them. And then use that money to < Nestherr
_ buy land to attract an LIHTC =~ .
housing development But. the state
 legislature won't let us do that. So- _?f
- then | thought about creatlng some

5 Q . Message...




sarah lillian

. Active now %
Hampton st/Allen st neighborhood
alone my wife and | counted over a.
dozen vacant second homes

en

MAR 29, 10:06 AM

So l've Just been sitting in this dlner,,:? ‘\\ CQY\O/
_ researching Airbnb's for the last

_hour (dont think I'm crazy..'min N
 California for work and my -
| workplace doesn't open for; two

_more hours stlll) So | can only: fmd |

. about ’lO alrbnbs in sylva CIty limits.

'},than'people'thmk) | thmk sylv,

~ heeds to: completely ban airbnbs...
_ that seems like the best solut|on to
~_me. But 1 also do 't'thlnk it's "

i know for a fact of one house that
someone we know was planning to
sell, the people currently renting
(our friends). wanted to buv it but

‘B Message... @ @ @
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~sarah lillian %

= Active now

i know for a fact of one house that
someone we know was planning to
sell, the people currently renting
(our friends), wanted to buy it but
the owners daughter wanted to take
it, evict them, and turn it into an
airbnb. this was the fate of their
housing UNTIL daughter heard that
sylva was moving toward banning
airbnbs in the low density district
and she backed out. that's just one
example that i can think of where i
was like wow plain and simple this
would have a profound effect on
housing here, though for sure the
second/vacant home thing is also a
nightmare and you're right definitely
somehow worse than the airbnbs.
my thing is if you live on the same
property or are using other parts of
the property as a long term rental
then that could be allowable. i stay
in airbnbs and i enjoy having that
option so i'm not anti-airbnb i just
think putting some heavy
restrictions on them would be so
huge. i guarantee right now more
than half of the homes being
bought now in sylva are

with that intention so if we !could

Message... QJ
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restrictions on them would be so
huge. i guarantee right now more
than half of the homes being
bought now in sylva are

with that intention so if we could
ban or restrict them, i would see the
housing market slowing down and
these insane cash, 50k above
asking offers would disappear. and
the airbnbs currently in operation
would be forced to be returned to
long term housing if not out right
sold. -

for example, your house, greg’s
apartment, our friend jess'
apartment complex are all examples
where airbnbs are coexisting with
the owners own housing or
coexisting with long term renters in
the same building. i can't see why
even just limiting it to that standard
would be disagreeabile. it's stops
the absolute nonsense of people
buying homes like the one i posted
on my story and robbing our
community of perfectly goo
housing »

also yeah in our old neighborhood

Message... Q}
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.. sarah lillian
" Active now %
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the absolute nonsense of people
buying homes like the one i posted
on my story and robbing our
community of perfectly good
housing

also yeah in our old neighborhood
behind nantahala there weren't any
airbnbs but of the 10 or so houses
on that block easily half were
vacant. that's insane to me

’Ye's | would say. banning stahdalronei'

‘ ,smgle-famlly houses from bem '
~ airbnbs but allowmg accessory
| _dwellings (llke Greg's apartment
_ inside his building; or small unit:
_ beside someone's house where
_they live) as airbnbs would be ok -
~ What we would want to stop i
;purchase of a home for the sole .
_purpose of belng an Airbn
reed. And | think that would b
; easy change for people
_ stomach. Unfortunately that
- nothmg like the rules the plal

i'm thinking we need some major

@ Message... 9 4

Coammiss ioner—

& Neste—




, sarah lillian
~ Active now
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vacant. that's insane to me

Yes, | would say banning standalone

_ single-family houses from being
airbnbs but allowing accessory

_ dwellings (like Greg's apartment

 inside his building, or small unit

~ beside someone's house where

_ they live) as alrbnbs would be ok.

~ What we would want to stop Is the

_ purchase of a home for the: sole

_ purpose of being an Airbnb.

- Agreed. And | think that would be

__an easy change for peo” i

_ stomach. Unfortunatel

nothlng like the rules

' board came up with last yea

| think were useless. But I'm glad

_ they scared that one p_erson,o‘ff' -

i'm thinking we need some major
reform on this quick. with summer
coming up this is going to be a
nightmare. the housing market in
the summer is a whole other level
but if we could move these
restrictions into place soon we
could really prevent this from
becoming worse and prevent having
to do less damage control.

@ Message...
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~ Agreed. And | think that would be
an easy change for people to
stomach. Unfortunately that's
nothing like the rules the planning
board came up with last year which

| think were useless. But I'm glad
they scared that one person off!!

i'm thinking we need some major
reform on this quick. with summer
coming up this is going to be a
nightmare. the housing market in
the summer is a whole other level
but if we could move these
restrictions into place soon we
could really prevent this from
becoming worse and prevent having
to do less damage control.

0 stlll really want to come:up
. Vsome Way to force aII th '

ago every smgle hous
was vacant Part of it |,,

‘@A Message...
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~sarah lillian
- Active now

restrictions into place soon we
could really prevent this from
becoming worse and prevent having
to do less damage control.

| still really want to come up with
some way to force all these vacant
home owners to rent their damn
places” At one ponnt a few years -
~ ago every single house around ours .
was vacant. Part of it is thatour
 taxes are so low that people dont !
really lose any money by, Just -
_ owning vacant homes. B t raising
_ taxes on everybody i "
_ solution. Especially sinc
money would just go o)
anyway . .

i think starting with airbnbs and
moving towards second homes is a
good plan of action.

o=

@ - Message...
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Active now
they’re banned outright in low
density district right now. And there
are some lame restrictions in
others. But yes, the planning board
needs to move fast on coming up
with better restrictions. And yes,
agreed, very quickly too

is it possible to tax housing that
isn't being vacated a certain
amount of months of the year?

No it |sn't pOSSIble That’s a
problem ’ -

so does the house i shared count as
low density? and how's that being
enforced?

(S0t took me awhile but | found
_ that house It's off Dlllardtown road
Outsnde cnty |lmltS _

See the county doesn’t have zonmg |
S0 nothmg outSIde c:ty limits will get :
; regulated »Arnd a Iot of what people

‘@ Message...
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anyway.

i think starting with airbnbs and
moving towards second homes is a
good plan of action.

ek

Our Airbnb restrictions did get
enacted a month or so ago. So
they're banned outright in low ,
density district right now. And there
are some lame restrictionsin
~ others. But yes, the plannmg board .
_ needs to move fast on comingup
_ with better restrictions. And yes,
_ agreed, very quicklytoo

is it possible to tax housing that
isn't being vacated a certain
amount of months of the year?

; No it lsn’t possuble That S a
problem .

so does the house i shared count as
low density? and how's that being
enforced?

£ 5o ittook meawhile butlfe
@ Message...
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problem

so does the house i shared count as
low density? and how's that being
enforced?

~ So it took me a while but | found
that house. It’s off Dlllardtown road. G 2
Outside C|ty limits. . Nestier |

See the Zcounty doesn't have zoning
SO nothlng outside city limits WI|| get
regulated. And a lot of what fe] 7
~ consider to be “Sylva’ is nc it
 limits. Like that house you p sted
_ about. If that WAS city limits nght ,
__there then it would definitelybea
low density area. We tried to annex
_dillardtown but the state leglslature
| took away our ablllty to annex years:

| And remember all those people at -

the chlcken meetlng saying ”you -
~ can't tellme whatto dowithmy
| *'rproperty"’? WeII people outSIde cnty =

| Q Message...




And remember all those people at Lormmiss)
the chicken meeting saying “you 0mmisSlor-cr™
can't tell me what to do with my NesHer
property”? Well people outside city: <~
limits are a LOT more vocal when it

' comes to the govt not telling them

- what to do with their property.
Which is good if you want 50

_ chickens and don't want anybody‘ '
telling you not to. But bad if you

__have a problem wnth airbnbs in your

_ neighborhood. It's a tough bala’ :

_ between regulatlon and personal :

_ freedom. But regardless, to

_ Sylva s the only entity that ¢

_ enforce zoning in sylva and our
limits geographically are very s

_ And they don't mclude that one

i feel like the only people who could
possibly be against heavy airbnb
restrictions are airbnb owners and
likely those people don't even live
here

Yalthlnk you 're 1l ht And
Alrbnb owner' | stric
haha

@ Message...
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i feel like the only people who could
possibly be against heavy airbnb
restrictions are airbnb owners and
likely those people don't even live
here

] ) 4
< LO{(@/L ISSronee-
Nestrer—

it seems to me a really easy thing
for people to get on board with. the
people who showed up and railed
against the chicken restrictions
clearly focused in on tourism and
how that drive to being tourist in
was distasteful when it sacrificed
the well being of the townspeople.
well this is the same scenario but in
this scenario restrictions would
benefit that.same cause

Message... @
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here

Ya think you're right. And this
Airbnb owner is for the restrictions
haha ' .

e

it seems to me a really easy thing
for people to get on board with. the
people who showed up and railed
against the chicken restrictions
clearly focused in on tourism and

. how that drive to being tourist in

was distasteful when it sacrificed
the well being of the townspeople.
well this is the same scenario but in
this scenario restrictions would
benefit that same cause

@ - Message...
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Neste, -

.<._

oh yeah i'm not concerned about
sylva i'm concerned about the
county

well i'm concerned about both

but the billboard is for the county

i want to do that first and really
work on that and as that comes
down certainly smoky mountain
news and sylva herald will report on
it, then bam a billboard goes up in
june. then it's a county wide issue
and people are already becoming
informed so they know what it's
about

when i say do that first i mean talk
to the planning board and see if we

Message... QJ




g; sarah lillian
& Active now

oh yeah i’'m not concerned about
sylva i'm concerned about the
county

well i'm concerned about both

but the billboard is for the county

i want to do that first and really
work on that and as that comes
down certainly smoky mountain
news and sylva herald will report on
it, then bam a billboard goes up in
june. then it's a county wide issue
and people are already becoming
informed so they know what it's
about

S Shetton when i say do that first i mean talk
—> to the planning board and see if we
can get heavier restrictions passed
in sylva

Lommissiontl
NesH e

<,
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can get heavier restrictions passed
in sylva

Gotcha. Well it's certainly -
ambitious! Il talk to the county  WENERIRSTRwwRS
attorney and see if it'seven NesHe—
possible for the county to regulate ' <
airbnbs. Again, they don't have
county-wrde zoning so | don't know
if they've even created the -
framework to be able to.
| GQVernmSent is pretty stupid .

s g resolution aski

county 1o regulate arrbnbs because |
of how out- of-crty—llmlts airbnbs are

; |mpact|ng the housing market in

| sylva That would get thelrfatteri n

even if nothing ever happened on a
county level, and i do really want to
try because wif else are we going to
do? this isn't sustainable at all, we
could move on a social level

f {

T I I T e R
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even if nothing ever happened on a
county level, and i do really want to
try because wtf else are we going to
do? this isn't sustainable at all, we
could move on a social level

Souodn Sheton i mean clearly do all we can to pass
=, what can possibly pass on the town

level, but certainly social
movements are just as powerful if
not more powerful than
governments

the problem is that all these
conversations are happening
behind closed doors. everyone i
know is outraged and effected by
the housing crisis, yet no outward
conversations are happening. this is
definitely a frog in a boiling pot
scenario. so much crisis and no
protests? no signs? no posters
around town? it's a wide spread
pain that has no real movement
because it probably just needs a
leader tbh

MAR 31, 10:29 AM

Message... @ @ @




sarah lillian

Active 7m ago

APR 26, 5:04 PM

.aanta, oing the good work, We need a ot more v,
this, and hopefully more restrictive in areas that are
strug... See More

=8 Donovan Reynolds
o Gdenovanreynolds

| personally loved the new rules ATL
put into place for Airbnbs in April.

- You can only have 2 Airbnbs & one
must be your primary residence. -

- You need a permit. ($150 each)

- You must inform your neighbors as it
impacts them as well.

- You must be a resident of Atlanta.

ok ® 6.7¢ 17K Comments 8K Shares § @

i Like ) Comment £ Share

@ Pella Windows and Doors ¢
Sponsored - &

“When you build windows with the stron

* roomin your
structy
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clive 7m ago
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an Airbnb in an accessory apt or a

~ room in your house then it's kinda  REZA =P WP
' Nestie i

pointless. ,But not entirely

<

Like if you could only rentouta

- room in your house or an accessoryr

_ structure on your property then it -
__means you're a resident anyway

_ most likely. So we'd onlybe

_ stopping someone who was both

~ airbnbing an accessory structure

_ and had long term rentersin
another part of the house and also .

Yeah | feel like restricting it to
needing to live on or rent out part of
the property AND be a resident of
the county then that'd be great

{ Yes that

Really bumps a lot of airbnbs off the
map | would think

Pretty sure these are a ton of out of
town investors

Q Message... @ @ @
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All the people from Flouda buylng
homes to rent yes ¥ e

 Florida people with Vacan"t,hdrﬁés:,fff

| know my families property that my
mom is selling the realtor straight
up told her he has Florida/Michigan
investors who will buy it for Airbnb

Ilve here haha) . e

)

| literally cannot fathom they listed
that house for 300,000 literally my
grandmother put it on the market
for 119 back in 2017 and it didn't
sell for a whole year before she died
and my mom inherited it

Now they're talking about getting
offers in asap at 300 and above

This is literally Airbnb

B} Vessage..




Right | mean when these
regulations sweep hopefully in all
the surrounding counties one day
then | hope the market is flooded
and the homes are cheaper

Yeah it's tough because the




Clmigsiongy ™
Nestier |

) sarah lillian % [:]J £-

Active 7m ago

I'll probably have to recuse myself
in the vote for sylva because | have
a financial interest in Airbnb. Even
though I'd be arguing against my.
financial interests lol

suyak Shelton Yeah it's tough because the
—7 regulations would allow for your
Airbnb but people will say "isn't that
convenient?” Lol but still

Greg too

;:”Well We’ll need

Q Message...
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2. Active 7m ago
Greg too

Well we'll need to put long-term Commiss/i |
 renters in there too in order to keep NesH {7"%‘”/
it which is good because that will _
force us to do that. We've been <
taking our time getting that upstairs
finished...doing it ourselves. So '
that's a good outcome! But ya,
| people would be angry with me
_ regardless haha. But honestly |
~ want out of the Alrbnb business
anyway. Id ,much rather have Iong

APR 26, 8:26 PM

Just saw this!!!

Replied to you

‘@ Message...
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sarah lillian
Active now

Entico horme/apt » 2 beds % review
Firefly Ridge - Cheerful Ho...  Carolina Dawn -

| think the commissioners need to
meet about banning airbnbs in
sylva. It's seriously sickening how
many there are right now and
growing all the time. People literally
cannot find a place to live here, it's
desperate. | feel like no one is doing
anything about this.

Natalie gave me the update about
being careful to not get sued, etc

JUL 9, 9:68 PM

;.':Sorry | just now got home and saw?"
__these. Yes, we've been having a Iot

_ of discussions at the town abous
our proposed regulatlons and
| ,ately a Iot of people seem

Q ' Message...
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- Active now
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- Sorry...l just now got home and saw CO"”’m‘ﬁ"Uflﬁ/
these. Yes, we've been having a lot Nestier—
- of discussions at the town about <
our proposed regulations and
unfortunately a lot of people seem
to be getting cold feet because all
these other towns are getting sued.
- I'm still of the opinion that those
towns made mistakes in their
ordinances and that we could make
smart ones that don't get us sued.
- Butin all likelihood we would get
- sued !

, But in the end I still

- think we should pass more
regulations because some things

~ are worth getting sued for and what

- good is a town if it doesn't at least

-~ try to stand up for its community.

- Maybe Natalie is still willing...I don’t
- know...I haven't talked to her in a

- few weeks. But | highly doubt Greg
- or Ben still will.

That's what | said to Natalie like |

~an't thinl Af a3 mAre imnartand

® Message... @ @ @
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NesHer~
Maybe Natalie is still willing...l don't <

- know...I haven't talked to her in a

- few weeks. But I highly doubt Greg

~ or Ben still will.

That's what | said to Natalie like |
can't think of a more important
issue in this town than the housing
crisis Airbnb is creating and it's
growing exponentially worse all the
time. | would like to. see the
outcome of these law suits anyway
because anyone can sue anyone for
anything, Airbnb can sue all day
long but do they actually have
grounds to win? That's what
matters. We shouldn't back down
because were intentionally being
intimidated to not regulate
something that's destroying
communities and is causing a lot of
harm in ours. | have no doubt their
intention is to do exactly what's
happening right now which is to
scare people out of regulating. It's
terrible. We have to be stronger as a
community than that? To just be
pushed around by wealth? I'm not

saying | know for sure that there's a
wav tn dn it it | raaliv wnnilld hate

© Message... 0 M &
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scare people out of regulating. It's
terrible. We have to be stronger as a
community than that? To just be
pushed around by wealth? I'm not
saying | know for sure that there's a
way to do it but [ really would hate
for anyone to give up just because
it's a headache or hard or scary,

etc. | mean this is going to keep
getting worse and worse.

People who own vacation rentals
should have their properties
considered commercial and should
fall under the same regulations!!!!

Idk I'm just spouting shit cause I'm
upset. | feel like the fate of Hampton
st is Airbnb.

Ya | agree with you...it's worth

 trying. What sense did you get from

~ Natalie...has she gotten cold feet?
I'd be surprised if she has. But it

- isn't Airbnb that is starting these
lawsuits. It's just homeowners. .

‘ G Message...
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has she gotten cold feet? I'd be... more

Natalie seemed like she was still on
board. But yes our community loses
and then y'all have everyone furious
with y'all too haha. It's tricky | get it.
I'm surprised in light of all this
Atlanta still choose to do it too.

| WeII the rules in Georgla are

_ different. They'll have an easier tlme |

_ of it than in NC unfortunately. And
larger cities in general have more

__regulatory g power than small: cmes

;",z"espeCIally NC cities.

Ieglslature has strlppeds:most,'t

_ in'NC of their power. Been domg

i ‘effectlvely for years -

JUL 15, 7:24 AM

You replied to their story

@ ' Message...
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