
From: Emily Ball <eball@ashevillenc.gov>
Sent: 12/3/2021 9:40:18 AM
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Cc:
Bcc: Dan Pizzo- ANCHOR Collaborative <danpizzo@anchorcollaborative.org>,Amy Upham <amyelizabethupham@gmail.com>,Sue Polston <spolston@sunriseinasheville.org>,Ashley Lung <alung@sunriseinasheville.org>,Rick Freeman <president@asheville-can.org>,Helen Hyatt <vp3@asheville-can.org>,Kathy K. <katherinenkyle@gmail.com>,michael stratton <mdstratton1@gmail.com>,Bess McDavid <bessmcdavid@gmail.com>,Manager Verde Vista <verdevista.mgr@ram-mgt.com>,Caitlin Steelman <csteelman@graycliffcapital.com>,Nick Parshall <nparshall@graycliffcapital.com>,Demp Bradford <demp@ashevillesportscommission.com>,Kit Cramer <kcramer@ashevillechamber.org>,BeLoved Asheville <belovedasheville@gmail.com>
Subject: Update on Ramada

Good morning,

We've just shared the below update with our media partners and wanted to be sure you had this information as well.Â  Please feel free to share with others and let me know if you have any questions.

Emily Ball
Homeless Services System Performance Lead
City of Asheville
O: 828.271.6129
C: 828.747.8510

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASEÂ 

Date:Â December 3, 2021
City of Asheville | Communication & Public Engagement Department
Contact:Â Â Polly McDaniel, Communication Specialist | 828-232-4507 | PMcDaniel@ashevillenc.govÂ 

MEDIA ADVISORY: City of Asheville will not move forward with emergency shelter at RamadaÂ 
The original plan
The City of Asheville had originally planned to create a high-access emergency shelter at the Ramada property. This was in response to a critical and urgent need in our community to provide shelter for people with complex issues who are otherwise underserved. The City had started sheltering unhoused people in hotels as a practical and compassionate measure during the pandemic. This response successfully helped 
slow the spread of COVID-19 among our homeless community and had the immense added benefit of connecting people with needed services and permanent housing.Â 

Whatâ€™s happening now
The City will no longer pursue creatingÂ  an emergency shelter at this location. As originally planned, the City, its partners and the community were unable to come to consensus around this project.
Â 
The City of Asheville remains committed to working with its partners and this community to create an emergency high-access shelter. Staff received feedback from the community and our partners that a more extensive planning process is needed to develop a new emergency shelter, so the City will begin a new planning process in partnership with both the community and other funders.Â Â 

The City is committed to positive outcomes for the 80 people currently sheltered there and will continue that operation through March, using that time to work on housing solutions for each participant.

A new use for the property
Working with a new partner, the City is exploring the idea of permanent supportive housing at the Ramada property instead of the high-access emergency shelter. If negotiations are successful, the City Council would vote on this matter at their December 14 meeting.Â 

What is permanent supportive housing?
Permanent supportive housing means affordable housing combined with the types of services that help people stay in housing, such as connections with health care, substance use treatment, and employment. This is key to help people who are coming out of homelessness transition into housing in a safe and sustainable way.

Why the change
The idea to explore creating permanent supportive housing at the Ramada instead comes because City staff received feedback that a longer planning process was needed to make sure that a high-access emergency shelter project could succeed. Asheville has a documented need for additional permanent supportive housing. Again, the City remains committed to working with its partners and this community to create 
an emergency high-access shelter in another location to be determined in future.

A commitment going forward
The City of Asheville believes that having a well-functioning homeless services system is crucial to end homelessness. This includes interventions like preventing homelessness, providing temporary shelter, and transitioning people into permanent housing. While the original plan for the Ramada to become an emergency shelter will not move forward, the City of Asheville remains committed to working with its 
partners and this community to create an emergency high-access shelter.
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