
From: Sue Polston <spolston@sunriseinasheville.org>
Sent: 12/8/2021 3:29:47 PM
To: Brian Huskey <bhuskey@ashevillenc.gov>
Cc: amy upham <amyelizabethupham@gmail.com>,Dan Pizzo- ANCHOR Collaborative <danpizzo@anchorcollaborative.org>,Nikki Reid <nreid@ashevillenc.gov>
Subject: Re: Ramada Inn Update and Listening Session This Afternoon

Thanks Brian for this update.Â 

Sue Polston, CPSS 
Executive Director 
Sunrise Community for Recovery and Wellness 
spolston@sunriseinasheville.org 
c: 828-205-1205

On Wed, Dec 8, 2021, 12:00 PM Brian Huskey <bhuskey@ashevillenc.gov> wrote:
Good morning, all,

As you all know, there has been lots of discussion recently related to the City's decision to not move forward with purchasing the Ramada Inn for use a low-barrier shelter.
However, the City of Asheville is committed to creation of this much-needed shelter model and work to establish it is continuing.

There is an opportunity to use the Ramada Inn as Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH), which is also desperately needed in our community. The City has been in discussion
with Shangri La Industries and Step Up on Second, two organizations with decades of experience and at the forefront of California's Project Homekey, which has converted more
than 6,000 units of PSH through motel conversions across the state. 

The City has scheduled a Listening Session/Q&A this afternoon about this opportunity. I hope you will plan to join the discussion. Tod Lipka, CEO of Step Up on Second, will be
speaking at this session and City staff will also provide additional background information. Here is the meeting access information: https://publicinput.com/avlendinghomelessness. (Scroll
down to the find the City's YouTube channel to view the meeting or participate by phone 855-925-2801 (Meeting code:4928) or email:
avlendinghomelessness@PublicInput.com)

In the meantime, though, a December 2020 report from KCRW in Santa Monica, CA has been circulating in the community in which both Shangri La Industries and Step Up on
Second are mentioned. Mr. Lipka asked that the attached statement be distributed prior to this afternoon's event. I hope you will please take time to read this information,
which clarifies several issues and inaccuracies in the KCRW report.

Mr. Lipka will be on this afternoon's Listening Session to answer any questions. Please feel free to reach out to me if you need additional information as well.

Respectfully,
Brian K. Huskey
Community Development Analyst
City of Asheville 
O (828) 251-4048
C (828) 793-0247
bhuskey@ashevillenc.gov
Primum sacrificium veritatis semper in altari doctrinae est.
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